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Annual General Meeting Wednesday 3
rd

 May 2006 

 

 

AVAS Chairman’s Report 2006 
 

During the evening of Tuesday, 18
th

. April, 2006, your Executive Committee convened at RT & CE to either 

recommend or throw out a number of ideas, suggestions, updates, approvals and rejections.  Amongst the 

business that was scrutinised and approved, during the ingestion of early meeting fruit cake, tea and coffee, was 

the Agenda for this evenings AGM.  Fruit cake obviously dulled our wits, because this AGM just happens to be 

the Thirty-second, not as advertised and unfortunately, May is the only month this year that contains a 

‘Wednesday the 3
rd

.’  Here we are then, having sorted ourselves out a bit! 

 

Our last Newsletter, number19, suddenly took on a more colourful appearance and the published content was 

simply excellent.  Well done to all involved for making it an ‘annual review’ worthy of the esteemed Society 

that it represents.  Please take note that everyone of you are warmly invited to contribute to the September 2006 

edition being assembled now and the sooner that the material is up together, the better the editorial staff will like 

it.  The Newsletter closes for press on 30
th

. June, 2006. 

 

This season of lectures has been second to none and the attack of sea sickness by your Chairman during a 

sequence of the March lecture, ‘how to sail from the high Andes to sea level on a reed boat’, was fortunately 

contained.  The quality of our talks takes a lot of beating and all credit must go to Ann Ireland, who provides 

delicious biscuits as well as seeking out the most dynamic lecturers.  Well done Ann.  I might add that the new 

season starting in September has all the signs of bringing to us really first class presentations yet again. 

 

AVAS operations, activities, items of interest and our fieldwork have been articled in the archaeological press 

and we have made reports to ‘Archaeology in Hampshire’, ‘Greyfriars Keeping in Touch’, ‘Wessex News’ and 

the local  free press.  We are listed in the ‘Current Archaeological Year Book’. 

 

Last years National Archaeology Week exhibition, although really well put together at the RT & CE, was poorly 

attended.  It was a really balmy weekend and the queue for the beach extended right back to the A31 roundabout 

with a slow crawl of cars passing by on the A338 past our venue.  We are going to try again but move to a 

different venue.  Item 9 on the Agenda will explain.  Please get involved and help to raise the profile of opening 

up ‘Archaeology for all’, emphasising participation in above and below ground historic environment to all age 

groups, both sexes, all colours and creeds.  Everyone is welcome and we are the welcomers.  Anthony Harrocks 

put on a display at ‘History of Wings 2006’ at the former RAF Sopley on 9
th

. April.  Those that turned out were 

amazed at the numbers of visitors from all over southern England and even abroad. 

 

Your committee have put our Society up for hosting Hampshire Archaeological Committee’s Local Society 

Conference in April 2007.  We haven’t done it for a few years and Greyfriars lends itself as an ideal venue.  So 

watch out for details and again, please help. 

 

Now that the New Forest has become a National Park and despite that the Avon Valley is outside the bounds, as 

archaeologists local to the Forest we have continued to make representations on the protection of very varied 

and fragile archaeology that exists just about everywhere.  Vice Chairman, Mark Vincent, is in constant 

communication with the NPA at Efford and we are making noises.  Before the National Park status arrived, 

AVAS dealt similarly with the New Forest Committee.  Some of the NPC staff have relocated as staff on the 

NPA, so there has been quite a bit of continuity.  I want a National Park Archaeologist to be instated and I shall 

not rest until that position exists and has been filled. 

 

It is a mark of progress that we now have a regular book seller and dealer at our meetings.  Cursus Books seems 

to have added to the services that AVAS provides to its’ members.  Proprietor and AVAS member, Martin 

Wright, has brought in a further dimension to our activities. 

 

I would just like to make my point that all of you contribute so much to the well being of the Society.  I am 

indeed very greatful to you all for being such a good and supportive membership. 

 

I could not complete my report without making reference to our former and first Honorary Life Member, 

Pauline Stevenson, who quietly passed by on the 11
th

. March, 2006, at the great age of 95.  Pauline did so much 

for the Society, brought the slide projector, didn’t miss a lecture until her unfortunate blindness and deafness 
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made her visits to our functions somewhat pointless.  She will not be forgotten, after all, the Chairman’s interest 

in archaeology was first spawned at her suggestion. 

 

And now for the Chairman’s moment of glory, when he makes the annual award of his Trophy.  The Chairman’s 

Trophy is bestowed upon a member who has demonstrated, either openly, or in a reserved manner, values which 

greatly benefited AVAS’s cause. This being, to promote the interest in and study of archaeology for the benefit 

of the general public.  This year I had a very difficult decision to make with five members who have made 

tremendous contributions towards our cause.  For many years my chosen contributor represented AVAS at 

meetings of the aforementioned New Forest Committee.  This member kept us updated on policies and any 

archaeologically significant actions that have been debated.  In respect of this work and in recognition of 

probably long suffering and with little encouragement, I award my Trophy in 2006 to New Forester, 

ornithologist, archaeologist and secretary of all holes dug in the Forest, Rosemary Cook. 

 

Trev. Steptoe, May 2006 

 

 

 

AVAS Library Report, 2006 

 
Well we’re still searching for a place for the Society’s archives and large collection of research material.  The 

opportunity for an area in the RT & CE didn’t materialise.  It still hasn’t faded altogether, but there are inherent 

problems and John and Mike may still want to expand their restaurant and themed party events.  All members 

please remain vigilant for other possible sites.  If one were to arise, it might even be possible to apply for 

Lottery funding support for any associated building works. 

 

The research collection is still in operation and Jean Hazel is now doing some extremely useful work in arriving 

at a collections database.  I have one other volunteer to work on this, once we have agreed on a way forward, 

which is about now, I think. 

 

We have yet another batch of excellent material which will be catalogued for us in September this year.  

Fourteen very nice volumes are being prepared for loans.  I still have a number of books in store that were in the 

collections of past Honorary Life Member, Pauline Stevenson and her daughter, Philippa Archer, also a member 

up until her untimely death.  These books were unfortunately never accessioned into the AVAS Library and I do 

need to contact Pauline’s  grandson to assess what he proposes for the books. 

 

In the meantime, please continue to make use of this very good library. 

 

Trev. Steptoe, Librarian 

 

 

 

CBA National Archaeology day, 15
th

 July 2006 

 
The event this year was held in the Meeting House in the centre of Ringwood in conjunction with the Ringwood 

Festival week. Members set up stall alongside some of the resident local history displays and thanks to the 

perfect weather, everyone agreed it had been a very successful day. Several useful leads were obtained in 

various lines of research which was an added bonus.  

A final count-up revealed that over 200 visitors had been through the doors by the end of the day and it is hoped 

to repeat this success next year. All in all, it was well worth all the hard work which went into the members’ 

displays. 
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AVON VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2006  

REGISTERED CHARITY NO: 289516 

 

Aims and Organisation 

The Society was established in 1974; it is governed by its Rules, as amended from 

time to time by the members in general meeting. 

The Society’s objects are to promote the interest in and study of archaeology for 

the benefit of the general public. The Society’s principal areas of activity are the 

Avon Valley and surrounding areas of South West Hampshire, East Dorset and 

South Wiltshire. 

 

Trustees 

The trustees who served during the year were as follows: 

 T J Steptoe   Chairman 

 Miss M H Moore  Hon Secretary (retd. 5 May 2005) 

                                   C W Atkinson  Hon Secretary (apptd 5 May 2005) 

 M A Vincent  Vice Chairman 

 H J A Hanna  Hon Treasurer 

 D Orman 

 S J Moody 

 N Morris 

The administration of the Society is carried out on a voluntary basis by the 

trustees; there are no employees. 

The trustees are elected annually by the members at the Annual General Meeting. 

 

Activities and Achievements 

During the year, the Society continued its educational activities with its 

programme of winter lectures, the publication of the annual newsletter, a 

presentation at the Hampshire Archaeological Committee Local Societies 

Conference and the provision of displays and guided walks as part of the National 

Archaeological Days in July. Active field work during the year has included 

further exploration of a Romano- British site at Folds Farm, North of Godshill 

and additional work on a mediaeval site at Ipley Manor. The post-excavation 

analysis of the material from Crystal Hollow excavation site at Godshill 

continues. Members also co-operated with other local societies in undertaking 

survey and excavation work, notably the New Forest Section of the Hampshire 

Field Club on various sites in the New Forest. 

 

Financial Review 

The day-to-day operating expenses of the Society were again met from the members’ subscriptions, 

meeting fees, newsletter sales and advertising.. In addition, the Society’s funds were boosted by the 

receipt of a donation of £100 from Crownshade Properties Ltd, for whom a watching brief was 

undertaken. 

In addition to meeting the day-to-day costs of its activities, the Society is seeking to build up its 

reserves in order to meet future publication costs. The Trustees are satisfied that the general financial 

position disclosed by the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2006 is sound. 

On behalf of the Trustees 

HJAHanna 

Hon Treasurer 

18/04/06 
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2006 

 

General Fund 

                                                                                                      2006                                      2005  

Income 

Subscriptions received                                                            477.00                                             507.00  

Donations - Dorothy Holmes Charitable Trust                         -                                                    350.00  

         Other                                                                               125.34                                              10.95  

Meeting fees                                                                            369.00                                            284.00  

Bank deposit interest                                                                 49.25                                              21.03 

Newsletter sales and advertising                                               94.50                                              73.20  

Grant re Godshill drawing   

                                                                                                 1115.09                                        1,246.18  

Less Expenses 

Room hire - Greyfriars,                                                              135.00                                          195.60 

RingwoodSpeakers fees and expenses                                       278.00                                          100.00  

Secretarial expenses                                                                     27.35                                            96.93  

Subscriptions and affiliation fees                                                 73.00                                          149.00    

Library expenses                                                                          12.50                                                -                                   

Insurance                                                                                    156.90                                         152.70  

Newsletter expenses                                                                          -                                            115.50 

Excavation expenses                                                                          -                                            201.88 

Display & presentation costs                                                         25.00                                          36.00 

Committee meeting expenses                                                        20.00                                              - 

Sundry expenses                                                                            25.00                                              - 

                                                                                                      752.75                                      1047.61 

Surplus for the year                                                                      362.34                                        198.57 

 

BALANCE SHEET AT 31 MARCH 2006 

 

Reserves                                                                                      2006                                           2005 

Balance brought forward 1 April 2006                                       4375.96                                     4177.39 

Surplus for the year                                                                      362.34                                       198.57 

Balance carried forward 31 March 2006                                     4738.30                                     4375.96 

 

Represented by: 
 

Cash at bank                                                                                  4738.30                                  4375.96 

 

H.J.A. Hanna F.C.A. - Hon Treasurer 

 

Report of the Auditors 

 

In our opinion, these Accounts are in accordance with the books and records of the Society and the 

information and explanations given to us. 

 

 

A.D. Taylor F.C.A. 

A. Light                                                        Hon. Auditors 
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Fieldwork 

Folds Farm, Woodgreen, Stephen Moody 

an Iron Age/Romano British Site 
 

 
 

The work at Folds Farm this year has centred on an area to the north of the site, originally abandoned 

in order to rescue the most vulnerable features. Although the features are numerous they tend to be 

small and generally void of dating evidence. The exceptions to this are an Iron Age clay lined pit 

50cm in diameter and 20cm deep, a baked clay feature which may have been part of an oven and a 

possible grave. This last feature is orientated north/south with vertical sides and contains both IA and 

RB pottery making it of a later RB date. It is hoped that it will contain grave goods when it is fully 

excavated, though an inhumation is less likely due to the conditions of the acid soil.  

 

 

Some work has continued to the south/east and 

south/west of the excavated area. The south/east 

area, now nearly fully excavated where possible 

around the gravel pit has exposed more features rich 

in 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 Century pottery like that in the ditches 

excavated in 2004 and another baked clay oven. 

However it is the development further to the 

south/east of the excavated area, discovered this 

year, that has been of the most importance and may 

help us to understand how the site fits into the 

broader landscape picture. 

 

 

 

   Fig.1: site in relation to features on the promontory 
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Following an AVAS lecture in April this year by Helen Winton, Senior Investigator of the Aerial 

Survey for English Heritage where an aerial photograph taken in July 1989 of the Folds Farm site was 

displayed, we were able to examine the relationship of the features it exposed to our excavations. The 

Aerial Survey team have studied the features and suggest a possible villa site or Roman buildings. The 

photograph has been taken from a slightly oblique angle and is therefore difficult to project onto a 

map, but with some enhancement of the photograph we were able to duplicate the main features and 

project them onto a same scale contour map. Though not absolutely accurate, the resulting picture 

does show the features near proximity to the gravel pit and our excavations (Figure 1 and 2). 

  

                                     
 

Fig2. Features projected onto a contour map 

 

We are now presented with an 

opportunity. On completion of work 

at the present site and with the land 

owner’s permission, a series of test 

trenches could be placed across 

carefully selected areas of the field 

that sits between the gravel pit and 

the hillfort. This would enable us to 

clarify the nature and date of these 

features and find if there is a 

relationship between them and the 

features in our excavations. Having 

walked the area, some of which is 

grazed pasture and some tall grass 

meadow at present, there appears to 

be little evidence on the ground 

except in the meadow where a linear 

strip approximately 1.5 metres by 30 

metres long is marked out by taller 

grass. This linear, though difficult to 

align accurately, can be plotted onto 

the aerial map and is almost 

certainly part of one of the 

southwest features. 

 



 9 

 

Because of the limited area 

of the excavations around 

the gravel pit it is not 

possible to reconstruct many 

structures such as buildings, 

post alignments or ditch 

boundaries. We have a 

narrow excavated strip, little 

more than 4 metres wide 

across what was evidently a 

complex and much utilised 

area. The site is rich in 

abundant features containing 

archaeology from the earlier 

Iron Age to the 3
rd

 and 

possibly 4
th
 Century 

Romano British period. Clay 

ovens, ditches, working 

hollows, storage pits, a 

round house, Wessex Grog 

Ware vessels, clay lined 

pits, a RB grave, post holes 

and beam slots are all 

evident. Excavations will 

continue this year though we 

are nearing its completion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iron Age pottery 
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Excavation of a Medieval Settlement at Ipley Manor         John Pemberton 

 

A 1718 map showed a medieval settlement in a field at this New Forest farm.  Excavation of the 

first building shown on the map has revealed foundations of a succession of buildings, a 

fireplace and a significant quantity of pottery indicating it was a house occupied from 12
th

 to 

18
th

 centuries.  This year 2006, further excavation of this house has yielded additional pottery, 

and a second building shown on the map has been excavated, so far producing what appear to 

be stone post pads upon which vertical timber posts would have sat, most likely indicating it was 

an open-sided barn.  

History 

Ipley is located on the Beaulieu river, five kilometres north of Beaulieu village.  Its first mention in 

recorded history is in the Norman period in 1188, when Roger de Appelea is noted as owing a debt
1
.  

However the farm has bank and ditch boundaries which often pre-date Norman times and is 

positioned some two kilometres from a known Roman road at Applemore Hill, from which it is 

thought there was a branch road passing along the north boundary of the farm
2
.  The farm also sits on 

a small ridge in the Forest which has to the south east and north west of the farm a line of Bronze Age 

barrows
3
.  Given this activity in the area, it is possible that the land was farmed long before Norman 

times. 

The name Ipley is possibly derived from apple (variously spelt over the centuries Appel, Epple, 

Hippel, Iple, Ippel, Ipple, Yeple, Yppel, Ypple), and leigh or ley meaning a open space or clearing.  

Nearby Applemore has a similar name, and the apples were probably crab apples; apples as we know 

them now were cultivated in later centuries. 

From 1188, tenure of Ipley passed through four generations of the ‘de Ipley’ family to William de 

Ipple.  William was a member of the royal court, being described as ‘clerk of the marshal’ in the time 

of Henry III, and ‘clerk of the kitchen’ and ‘sergeant of the market’ under Edward I
4
, and was granted 

lands in Northumberland in appreciation of his services.  In 1316, William transferred the holding to 

the monks of Beaulieu Abbey, who used it as an outlying farm or ‘grange’ of the monastery
5
.  It is 

recorded as a ‘vaccary’ or cattle farm, producing 

meat and probably also cheese. 

On the dissolution of the monasteries in 1538, 

Beaulieu Abbey was raised to the ground by order 

of King Henry VIII.  The king granted Beaulieu’s 

lands including Ipley to one of his courtiers 

Thomas Wriothesley
6
.  From Thomas, ownership 

passed by inheritance over four centuries to the 

current owner Lord Montagu.  During these years 

Ipley farm was let to tenants.  The Montagu 

family sold the farm into private hands in 1897. 

Initial Evidence of Medieval Settlement 

A 1718 map of the Beaulieu estate
7
 shows three 

buildings at Ipley, shown in Figure 1 as A, B and 

C.  These may have been houses, barns or the two 

uses combined.  This year’s excavation has been 

of building A. 

Inventories of the contents of a building at Ipley 

were made in 1556
8
 and 1685

9
.  These inventories 

list rooms (bed chambers) described as ‘above’ other rooms (hall and kitchen) telling us that the 

 
 

Fig 1.  Position of buildings on 1718 Map of Beaulieu 

superimposed on modern day Ordinance Survey map 
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buildings had two floors.  However, the inventories give no information about which building on the 

map they describe. 

Geophysical surveys conducted of the soil’s magnetic variations (magnetometry) and electrical 

resistance (resistivity)
10

 failed to confirm presence of the buildings, but did show other potentially 

interesting man made structures in the area of the buildings.  

Earlier Years’ Excavation 

In 2004, an exploratory trench dug across the site of building A revealed the presence of pieces of 

limestone in the form of a foundation wall of a type that might be expected for a medieval building
11

.  

The trench also contained a hearth made of broken clay tile set on its edge some 1.6 metres square, 

confirming that the building was residential.  Slate roofing tiles were present in heaps that might result 

from them sliding off a roof as the building collapsed or was demolished.   

The trench contained many shards of domestic pottery.  The earliest of these have been initially 

identified as coming from the 13
th
 and 14

th
 centuries including local medieval Sandy ware and 

Saintonge ware imported western France
13, p26

.  There were many examples of green-glazed Verwood 

ware produced in kilns around Verwood, Dorset between the 16
th
 and 19

th
 centuries

14
. 

These finds indicate that the site was inhabited from the 13
th
 century until the 18

th
 or 19

th
 century. 

In 2005, the topsoil was removed from the whole of the site of building A to a depth of some 20 cms, 

the depth to which the field is believed to have been ploughed.  Into the surface thus exposed trenches 

were dug that revealed a succession of foundation walls.  These are shown in a drawing in Figure 2.   

Several of the foundation walls have been ploughed out, or robbed out very effectively by persons 

wanting to reuse the stone.  Nevertheless, the remaining stones show distinct sets of walls (hatched in 

the drawing) allowing speculation that they represent different buildings from different periods, or 

that one represents an outbuilding to the other. 

 
 

Fig 2.  Drawing of the foundations of building A 
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This author prefers the former interpretation, that they represent different buildings, because over an 

occupation of some 600 years successive generations of occupiers will have modified or rebuilt the 

building many times, and because there is no evidence 

of junctions between the different sets of walls.  

Subsequent excavation will seek to resolve this 

question. 

The trenches dug to reveal the foundation walls 

contained a significant number of shards of pottery, the 

earliest so far identified being Scratch-marked Gritty 

ware produced in the area of Southampton from 11
th
 

century to early 13
th
 century

13, p9
, and shown in Figure 3. 

No evidence of occupation earlier than in 13
th
 century 

Norman times has yet been identified, although deeper 

trenches are being dug to ensure there is none in the 

ground below the Norman occupation.  

This year’s Excavation 

This year 2006 started out with digging trenches across where the second building B is shown on the 

1718 map.  Very little evidence of a building was found, in marked contrast to the first building A 

with its stone foundations and loads of pottery shards.  Building B did produce stones laid flat in a 

circular form beneath the topsoil, indicating a pad upon which a vertical post of a building was placed.  

Vertical posts on pads are found on the open sides of buildings and, with the absence of pottery 

shards, might indicate a barn rather than a house. 

Also this year, the first building A was further explored with deeper trenches revealing pits containing 

discarded broken pottery, bone, slate and other artefacts, all believed of medieval origin.  These are 

described in a separate article. 

Theories about the Buildings 

The foundations, from their size and from the use of stone, indicate that one building on the site might 

have been a medieval longhouse, built throughout  England in the medieval period and later
12

.  
 

A later building on the site could have been like that illustrated in Figure 4.  This is a Wealden house, 

found in the Weald of Kent and Sussex, but 

also as far west as the New Forest.  The 

example illustrated, originally built during 

the 15
th
 century, has been reconstructed at 

the Weald and Downland Museum near 

Chichester, West Sussex
15

.  It is called the 

Bayleaf farmhouse. 

Bayleaf farm was of a similar acreage to 

Ipley, also a tenancy of the local estate, and 

like Ipley was at some time occupied by 

yeomen who held a position in local society 

(bailiff to the local estate in the case of 

Bayleaf farm)
15

.  Bayleaf farmhouse also has 

two floors chiefly of timber frame 

construction.  It has a footprint of 16 by 6 

metres, a size present in the foundations at 

Ipley, and has a hearth constructed of 

fragments of clay tile mounted on their sides. 

 
 
Fig 3.  Anglo-Norman Scratch-marked Gritty Ware 

 
 

Fig 4.  Illustration of a Wealden house15 
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However, despite the similarity and the likelihood that a later Ipley building was of similar 

construction, this is by no means proven. 

Continuing Excavation 

The excavation will continue with completion of the investigation of the second building (B), with 

digging of exploratory trenches across the third building (C) and across the other potential structures 

indicated on the geophysical survey.  
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Gracious thanks are due to members of the Avon Valley Archaeological Society who have contributed in so many ways to 

this excavation. 

 

 

 

Excavation of features in building ‘A’ during 2006     Bill Atkinson 
 
With our small but dedicated of diggers we have made considerable progress this season, not on 

building ‘B’, as was anticipated, but on further exploration of building ‘A’ opened in 2005.  Building 

‘B’ yielded only five pad stones, the rest of the structure must have been relatively insubstantial and 

would have been totally removed and any vestigial remains dispersed through ploughing as the very 

hard natural was only 200mm. below the surface. 

 

Detailed excavation of the area of the building ‘A’ kitchen in squares ‘1705 ‘ and ‘1706’, on the site 

plan preceding, showed that a rubbish pit had been dug within the area of the main building.  This was 

particularly rich in both bone and pottery finds, indicating that had been a household rubbish pit and 

the dating of the major cooking vessel, a pipkin, of circa 1650. 

 

The pit provided a vital clue as to the date of the demolition of the main masonry constructed 

building, because at the bottom of the pit were also found fragments of slates, medieval ridge tiles, 

early pottery and a large piece of  glazed medieval floor tile.  These pointed firmly to a demolition 

time far earlier than 1750, as nobody disposes of rubbish in an indoor pit.  Some much earlier pottery 

fragments were also found near to the top of the pit, but these were probably included in the infill 

from the Cistercian kitchen adjoining the main hall and immediately adjacent.  Deposits of food 

refuse were found right through to the bottom layers of the demolition debris. 

 

The second pit was excavated in the area of the site, ‘0708’ and ‘0808’, immediately adjacent to the 

trench opened in 2004.  This pit would appear to originated as a ‘robber trench’ to remove stone from 

the medieval building and was the deepest feature found on the site.  The excavators were not very 

thorough, though, and we recovered a number of pieces of stone showing signs of having been 

dressed, but more likely to be masons scrap, rather than prime building material.  At the edges of this 
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trench, in line with it, we found the remains of  a band of yellow clay.  In other parts of the site we 

found this same clay had been used to bed in the stones forming the base of the wall foundations.  

This led us to believe that there had been a connection here between the thin wall to the south and 

southwest at this point. 

 

Within the higher parts of the fill many shards of ‘Verwood’ pottery were found of the same type as 

that found immediately adjacent in the 2004 trench.  So the concentrated deposit there was probably a 

part of the same feature that we have identified in 2006.  This dates the use of the pit  for disposal of 

rubbish to the mid sixteenth century or mid seventeenth century before it was abandoned for 

habitation in about 1750.  This again raises the question of where precisely the last phase of habitation 

was located. 

 

The final trench within the site was opened in the area ‘0706’ to ‘0906’ and bridged the gap between 

the major foundation and the smaller one to the southwest.  The fill contained little in the way of 

artefacts, but uncovered deposits of yellow clay adjacent to both wall foundations.  See the 

photograph below.  The piles, or remains of it, can be seen at the top end of the narrow slot and to the 

immediate left of the bottom end of it. 

 

On top of the front clay mound 

can be seen a lump of clay next to 

the tussock of grass which retains 

the shape of a lump shovelled on 

top of the heap.  In the small 

excavation at junction of the 

northwest wall trench and this 

small slot, a shard of 

Southampton scratch-marked 

gritty ware was uncover which 

came below the yellow clay.  It 

therefore predated the clay 

deposits, which were used by the 

builders for the setting of the 

foundation stones.  Finding the 

two deposits of yellow clay at the 

same level and both immediately 

adjacent to both the walls is a 

strong indication that both would 

have been contemporaneous.  

Bearing in mind that these deposit 

are roughly level with the base of 

both foundation walls, they would 

have been below the finished 

floor level within both walls and 

hence they have survived to the 

present day. 

 

For this project I have been put in charge of speculation!  It is my surmise that both sets of wall 

foundations are of the same date.  The form of construction is consistent with Cistercian practise 

(which was tightly prescribed) for the housing of lay brothers who were farming this grange of 

Beaulieu during the first century of their ownership after it they acquired it in 1316.  The finding of 

fine green window glass and medieval glazed roof ridge tiles goes further to support this hypothesis.  

With the lack of any finds within the main walls and discovery of fragments of substantial glazed 

floor tiles would indicate a building of monastic status in which no artefacts could be accidentally lost 

in the floor surface. 
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The demise of the Cistercian building has no record, to our knowledge, but with the Dissolution of the 

monasteries, Beaulieu was brought under royal control very quickly in 1538.  Henry VIII was under 

extreme pressure to fortify the south coast of England from French and Spanish threats following the 

Reformation.  With forts to build at Yarmouth, Isle of Wight, Calshot and Hurst, the seizing of Quarr, 

Beaulieu and Netley provided him with free stone to be ‘open cast quarried’ to meet the high demand 

for stone.  When we consider that Hurst and Calshot castles both of which were completed within the 

three years between 1539 and 1542, so we can see that much stone would have been required. 

 

Bearing in mind that the Abbey buildings would have provided all the exterior wall skins in dressed 

stone, there would have been a great demand for stone rubble infill for the walls to withstand shot and 

shell.  With the Beaulieu River only seventy metres away, it is feasible that the rubble from the 

monastic stone built hall was taken, by water, for reuse in these new castles.  It is surprising that so 

little stone has been found in the plough soil, so we can assume that the demolition was extremely 

through, which indicates that it was not a haphazard activity.  

 

More work is required over the winter to research, record and catalogue all that has come to light in 

this last digging season. 

 

 

 

MASADA – Where Egos Clashed        Bill Atkinson 
 
During May this year I joined with a group on a pilgrimage, during which we visited the Dead Sea 

area of Israel and the important archaeological sites at Masada and Qumran. 

 
Herod the Great was not the first to see the advantage of 

fortifying the plateau isolated from Judean desert where it 

is interrupted by the Great Rift Valley, which in this part 

contains the Dead Sea.  Masada stands 1,200 feet above 

the level of the Dead Sea (which is itself 1,200 feet below 

sea level) and it was, according to Josephus, first been 

defended by ‘Jonathan the High Priest’, but there were 

two possible contenders for this title, one in the first 

century B.C. and another a century later.  It is Josephus 

Flavius, a Romanised Jew, otherwise known as Yoseph 

ben Matatyahu who was born in Judea in A.D. 37 whom 

we have to thank for his histories, “The Antiquities of the 

Jews” covering this period. 

 

The first visit to Masada by Herod was in 40 B.C.  

After the death of his father three years earlier Herod had 

tried to ingratiate himself with Romans in order become 

the King of Judea, but the Jewish people hated him and 

preferred a member of the Maccabean royal family, 

Antigonus.  The Jews aided by the Parthians (a real 

challenge to Roman ambitions) drove the Romans out of 

Jerusalem and crowned Antigonus king, so Herod had to 

flee to Masada.  He did not stay long but made his way to Rome to persuade the Senate to make him 

king of Judea and retake the territory, which eventually happened in 37 B.C.  Herod was quite 

surprised to find that his younger brother had held out in the intervening years in spite of frequent 

attacks, so Herod noted that Masada would make a useful bolt hole in times of trouble. 
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A thirst to build was a life long habit with fortified palaces being his forte.  Masada was one of his 

main projects because the Jews had not learned to love him and there a significant external threat from 

Cleopatra, who wished to annex Judea and oust him. 

 

With Roman approval and help he constructed an extravagant series of palaces within a casemented 

fort which would provide a real safe haven in times of danger.  This sort of structure is comprised of 

an external wall with a secondary wall behind and bracing walls in between which create a series of 

rooms, which can provide living quarters or storage facilities.  All the stone for these works was 

quarried from the top of the plateau and with the extensive works undertaken a casement structure 

reduced the amount of quarrying required.  At the time of this building effort the military skills of 

siege engines had not been developed and so it was though to be quite adequate. 

 

This model of the northern palace is 

in the remains of the top layer of this 

complex and gives some idea of 

what it was like in its hey day and 

was the private fortified palace 

within fortress for  

Herod.  The other palaces were for 

his family and visiting guests.  

Herod did not have good relations 

with his family and killed two sons 

and his wife for fear that were 

conspiring against him.  The Roman 

emperor said about him “That he 

would rather be Herod’s pig rather 

than a member of his family”. 

 

The accommodation for all the inhabitants was of the 

highest Roman standard and this included the 

garrison and servants quarters, as can be seen from 

this interior floor in the guest palace.  Water was 

obtained the hard way, from external cisterns fed by 

an aqueduct and then taken up a narrow and 

dangerous path on the west side by slaves in water 

skins, to be held in a number of enormous cisterns 

within the fortress. 

 

These cisterns within the walls must have held enough water to last the entire garrison for more than 

two years!  Herod used this palace complex frequently before he died in 4B.C., but never had to use it 

as a refuge during his reign.  

 

A new uprising occurred in 66 A.D. in which the Jews did quite well until the Romans, fearing the 

loss of a province, would encourage further uprisings elsewhere.  Vespasian was sent to quell the 

revolt, but it took five years before Jerusalem was finally taken, by Titus, son of Vespatian, in the 

absence of his father who by this time had become emperor.  A small contingent of Zealots escaped 

from Jerusalem and managed to get to Masada before the pursuing army.  They joined with the 

Zealots who had fled from Qumran and almost a thousand people took refuge there.  It seems ironic 

that the ascetic Zealots should take refuge in such a luxury and a Romanised setting, so it is not 

surprising that they should make quite a number of changes to accommodate their religious lifestyle.  

They installed ritual baths and created a Synagogue within the palace complex 

 

Insurrection continued for about three years but under the leadership of Eleazar ben Ya’ir who had 

developed a guerrilla strategy which the Romans ignored until the procurator of Judea, Flavius Silva 

had to take them seriously. 
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The final battle was a major set piece Flavius Silva commanding the Tenth Legion comprising 

between six and ten thousand hardened troops plus ten to fifteen thousand bearers (prisoners of war).  

The preparations took several months as all the stores and fuel had to be taken with them as the area is 

so arid and desolate. 

 

It is not possible to storm Masada by frontal 

assault, if defended, but there is a sort of 

land bridge to the west which seems easier, 

so Flavius Silva set up camp near to that. In 

the photograph, taken from the top, we can 

still see his camp today.  From here it is 

possible to hear anything said in that camp 

from the walls of the fortress above and visa 

versa.   

 

 

 

Quite unnerving for both sides we can imagine!  To complete the isolation of the Zealots, a 

circumvallation was built, two miles long and six feet thick, with twelve towers and inside it eight 

camps covering strategic points.  His neck was on the line and Flavius Silva knew that he had to take 

the strong hold and ensure that no Zealots escaped.  Eleazar was not intent on going anywhere but the 

massive force and spectacular siege preparation must have been most un-nerving for both him and the 

small band of defenders.   

 

 

The whole line of these massive works has survived 

to today and are easily made out from above.  From 

this photograph it is possible to see the fringe of the 

Dead Sea, but due to water extraction from the river 

Jordon, the level is much lower than in 73 A.D., so 

the feeling of isolation must have been 

overwhelming. 

 

 

 

 

 

From the vantage point of the fortress, we can see on 

the west side, the ‘White Cliff’ bridge upon which 

Flavius Silva set about constructing a broad ramp to 

bring up a siege tower.  This monster, ninety feet 

high, was the invention of Vespasian and had 

become the standard Roman army method of  

breaking through into fortresses.  It housed a massive 

battering ram and had a high protected platform for 

troops to bombard the defenders with ballistae, 

arrows and stone projectiles.  
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Eleazar tried to defeat the battering ram by putting a wooden wall backed with earth between the inner 

and outer walls of the casement but Flavius Silva, not daunted, set fire to the wooden wall at risk of 

burning his own siege tower and was successful in destroying it.  The end was now no longer in 

question for the Zealots. 

 

Eleasar now made a speech to all his company and persuaded them that death was preferable to 

slavery and humiliation at a Roman Triumph.  As a result they all submitted to being killed (rather 

than commit the sin of suicide) until only ten of the fighting men were left and at this stage they drew 

lots for who was going to be the last to die and he would fall on his own sword.  And so it was done.  

Before the final act they had burnt all their possessions and set fire to the palaces, but did not destroy 

their food as it was intended to show that this was an act of defiance not despair.  Two women and 

five children hid in an aqueduct and came out after the Romans found no living enemies on the 

following morning and told Flavius Silva of the events of the previous night. 

The story was told to Josephus Flavius and so came down to us through his chronicles.  The Romans 

were deeply impressed by this last act of heroism and considered them a worthy and honourable 

enemy.  Such were the mores of those times! 

 

We have additional evidence of the final act from the extensive archaeological work carried out on 

this site by Yigael Yadin over many years.  Within the walls, near to where the breach was made, 

were found ten pottery sherds with names written on them and it is firmly thought that these were the 

lots made to be drawn for those final ten, so almost two thousand years later we now know their 

names. 

 

The name of Josephus Flavius is still despised by many because he was a pragmatist who tried to 

ward off the catastrophic and inevitable conclusion of the Jewish rebellion, as he knew the might and 

determination of Rome which would not tolerate this act of defiance.  He also tried to mediate at the 

siege of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., but without success.  He was a gifted scholar and soldier but his 

attempt to cut against the political grain has only served to vilify his name over many centuries since. 

 

The memorial to the human spirit which Masada presents has been transformed from a forgotten 

footnote of history into a fascinating monument giving us an insight and window into those turbulent 

times.  The inspiration which this site gives to modern Israel is quite moving, with people going in the 

footsteps of the Zealots (on foot through the heat) to visit the desolate and beautiful site.  You may 

have mixed emotions on seeing it, but you cannot fail to be moved and intrigued by all that you will 

find there and in yourself. 

 

I am indebted to Moshe Pearlman for his book “The Zealots of Masada”,  the Encyclopaedia 

Britannica for an appreciation of Josephus Flavius and Professor Yigael Yadin for the years of 

dedication to the excavation of this important site to such a high standard. 

 

 

 

A Small Handaxe, Ovate Handaxe             Stephen Moody 

  and a Levalloisian flake   
 

Over 400 handaxes have been found in the Avon Valley. Most have been recorded from the time of 

gravel extraction by hand before mechanisation.  

 

The Woodgreen gravel pit which now serves as a cemetery for the village is a good example of how 

manual extraction led to the recognition and collection of artefacts from the gravel deposits. For a 

small pit such as this it is surprising the amount of artefacts it has produced; twenty four handaxes and 

four flakes were recorded by Westlake (Mitchell’s Fordingbridge Alminac and Directory 1889) and 

others have recorded further finds up to 1926.  
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The gravel at Woodgreen was included in Ried’s “Palaeolithic Terrace” (The Geology of the Country 

Around Ringwood 1902). A Terrace and Geological map that included the Woodgreen terrace gravels 

was established in 1980 (Kubala, Clarke and Green 1980) where the terraces 4,5,7,8 and 10 are 

evident sat upon Bagshot Beds and London Clay. 

 

                            
 

Excavations at the Woodgreen cemetery were carried out in 1986 by Brigland and Time Team’s Phil 

Harding (Palaeolithic Sites in Tributary Valleys of the Solent River 1986). They created a section in 

the side of the pit that revealed the “in-situ” bedded fluvial gravels for examination and recording. A 

small handaxe was discovered 0.9 metres above the bedrock surface in addition to two unstratified 

flakes. All were gravel stained and rolled. 

 

The Iron Age/Romano British site that we are excavating at Woodgreen, sits over another small 

gravel pit one mile down the Avon valley from the cemetery site. Naturally we have been examining 

these exposed gravels and have accumulated a good assemblage of varying sized Palaeolithic flint 

flakes and a core. The site is on the 60 metre contour line as is the cemetery site and appears to be 

situated in the same terrace, terrace 7. 

 

This year many more flakes have been collected plus a fine scraper and a small handaxe (photo) both 

of which are rolled and come from the upper, lightly stained gravels.   

 

__________________________________ 

 

Recent dredging work in Poole Harbour has revealed Palaeolithic flint artefacts on Southbourne and 

Hengistbury beaches. Julie Satchell, Archaeology Officer of the Hampshire and Wight Trust for 

Maritime Archaeology in her lecture to AVAS on the    1
st
 February this year, mentioned the process 

of sand being re-deposited on the beaches following its removal from the harbour. Visitors to these 



 20 

beaches during the winter would have seen the large diameter steel pipes all along the sea front. In 

addition to the pumped sand, quantities of noisy stones clattered along the pipes and were deposited 

on the beach. Many of these stones are Palaeolithic struck flakes. A small ovate handaxe (Fig.1) was 

found and many struck flakes, one so big I could use it as a door stop! The ovate and many of the 

flakes are patinated with a dark grey or black surface as are the numerous oyster shells scattered  

across the sand. 

 

 Fig1. 

                
 

 A very interesting flake was also found and appears to be a Levalloisian flake. At this very early 

stage in flint tool development, a technique was established in which a specialised core was created. 

The method of core preparation was designed to enable a single flake to be removed from it that had a 

pre-determined shape. The extensively worked core became the waste product and the flake became 

the tool, the opposite of handaxe production where the core is the tool and the flake the waste. 

Originally called a ‘tortoise shell core’, the core was worked into this shape (Fig.2). Then a striking 

platform was formed at one end and a single blow removed a flake of the desired shape, needing little 

secondary retouch as the flake was sharp on nearly all edges. The tool from Southbourne, despite 

having little in the way of striking platform preparation, otherwise exhibits all the other details of a 

Levalloisian tool. Flake scars from the edges to the centre of the dorsal side and all of them missing 

the bulb end (left on the original core) and what would have been a keen edge for most of the 

circumference (prior to it having been rolled).  
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Fig2.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Aerial Photos on the Web Mark Vincent 

 
It is now possible to find satellite imagery of reasonable quality on the Internet for free. The first such 

site was Google Earth, but the coverage was very variable- for instance Ringwood town centre was in 

high resolution, while the fields just a mile to the North were just a fuzz of colour. Since then, other 

sites have come along such as LocalLive which are much better for this area- individual cars and cows 

can be identified and soil features show up in many places making them more useful for historical 

purposes. The following sites were borrowed from the recommendations on a farming website: 

www.local.live.com    www.earth.google.com   www.geostore.com  

 

Companies offering photos include http://www2.getmapping.com and  http://allmapping.com for 

historic air pics although these may need to be purchased. 

Google maps are at http://maps.google.co.uk  

 
 
 

http://www.local.live.com/
http://www.earth.google.com/
http://www.geostore.com/
http://www2.getmapping.com/
http://allmapping.com/
http://maps.google.co.uk/
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Pottery Party               Marilyn Harvey 
 

At every Members evening or Exhibition, when we display our finds from Folds Farm, the regular 

diggers pick out bits of pottery and comment, “I’ve got some very similar to this.”  So I thought it was 

time to get the pottery together with the diggers and see if, between us, we had some complete pots.  

I bribed most people with the promise of a Barbeque as well. 

 

Date set, I stocked up with beef burgers and my husband rigged up some temporary tables so we 

could lay out our trays of pottery. 

 

 

 
 

As each member arrived the tables filled and soon we were matching pieces. It was a bit like a 

massive jigsaw puzzle, you can’t help joining in. I know that makes us sound like a lot of ‘anoraks’ 

but it really was exciting, we were all hopeful of that elusive complete pot. 

 

Tony Light helped us to date our assemblage which was mostly 2
nd

 3
rd

 C AD Romano British.  A very 

fine white scroll decorated Globular beaker was almost complete, dated to c.340 AD; you would have 

seen it at the Ringwood Exhibition.  Large pieces of Mortaria matched up and several Greyware pot 

rims, one so large that Dave Barton found it difficult to hold all the pieces together.  We also had Iron 

Age pottery including some Early Iron Age which gives us a continuation of site usage from 7
th
 – 6

th
 c 

BC till 2
nd

 
 --

3
rd

 C AD. 

 

We found that because we all get the opportunity to dig, wash and mark finds, that everybody had 

something of interest. 

 

The site continues to surprise us; another oven has recently been discovered, that’s three so far. Also 

we’ve found, a clay lined pit, countless storage pits and post holes. Steve Moody knows how many he 

is kept busy planning them all in. 

 

There is still much to do as recent aerial photos of the Avon Valley (AVAS meeting 5/4/05 with 

Helen Winton of E.H.) and a short field walk, have given us more areas to target.  
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.  

 

So there is plenty that you can get involved with, just ask Steve at the next meeting and I’ll restock the 

beef burgers. 

 

 

 

Some old Bridges in the Avon Valley     Mark Vincent 
 

Behind the Tarmac gravel plant at Blashford, an old track twists its way across the fields to the river. 

At the Salisbury Road end, it is newly paved and forms the entrance to the works, but once it reaches 

the floodplain, it becomes more primitive although it still appears to be rather better made than a 

normal farm track. It has obviously been constructed from large “imported” stones but the reason for 

its impressive construction is not obvious. 

Without giving it much thought, it seemed to be simply another drove track, constructed in the middle 

ages to allow cattle and sheep to be driven off the meadows and folded on the thin arable land of the 

terrace. In the summer, one could imagine loads of hay being carried back to the farmsteads at 

Blashford, at which time a hard road is always a benefit. One slightly odd aspect of the track, 

however, is the two beautifully built brick bridges along its length, where it crosses the water-meadow 

carriers. These are humped so high that they are hard to drive over with loads of hay, as the trailers 

bottom out on the humps. In the days of horses and carts, they must have been an inconvenient 

obstacle to the occupiers of the fields along the track.  

 

The bridges become more mysterious when it is remembered that the main Salisbury Road still only 

had water splashes until well into the 19
th
 century, and such a construction seems over elaborate if the 

aim was simply to reach the small meadow at the river-end of the track. It seemed obvious that the 

roadway must have served a grander purpose than a mere farm track and that some further 

investigation was called for. The first job was to try to date the bridges which look as if they were 

built at about the same time. By studying maps at the County Records Office, it appeared that they 

must have dated from the early eighteenth century and this is born out by the size and appearance of 

the bricks. The bricks were probably made locally in the Somerley kilns- a close examination shows 

that the top brick in one of the arches bears the distinct paw-print of a cat, which must have walked 

across them when the bricks were wet. The footprint is obviously placed once you notice it and may 
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have been put there for luck or as a joke. The channels over which the bridges were built were dug 

around 1700-1720 so that provides the earliest possible date for their erection. 

 

 
 

Fig1: one of the bridges on the track, rather hidden by summer vegetation. Behind the bridge can be 

seen a branch of a massive pollarded willow used to mark the field boundaries in the flood plain. 

 

The purpose of the elaborate track was still not obvious, so further map study was called for. This led 

to the conclusion that it must have been the entrance road to a long vanished Manor House which 

once stood on the opposite side of the River Avon. The present house at Somerley was constructed 

from the 1780s onwards on the hill top where it now stands. One unusual feature is the position of its 

park, which is down below the house in the valley. At one end of the park, next to the Ellingham 

showground is a 19
th
 century cottage with an older and very large walled garden attached, and this 

was the site of the old Manor House of North Ashley. The park was originally planted for this house 

as is evidenced from the age of some of the trees. The construction of the present Somerley House left 

the old one redundant, and it is thought to have finally vanished around 1840. The cottage was built 

on the site for estate workers. 

 

When this is taken into account, it appears that the roadway and bridges were built to provide a 

quicker route to Ringwood and the East for the occupants of the old house. They still had to cross the 

main River but during the Summer this would have been possible via a maintained crossing place.  In 

fact a broad shallow was found in the river just where it would have been expected and on the 

opposite bank, a hollow way led up to the site of the old house. 

 

The track probably began life as a droveway but became a driveway when the manor was built. When 

the Water-meadows were constructed, the bridges were built as part of the works. Finally, in the 

1830s, the present iron bridge and causeway were constructed further up the valley which rendered 

the old drive redundant and it reverted to being a farm track. The tithe map shows that the track was 

renovated in its present position in the early 19
th
 century. 
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While “poking around” in the stream bank below one of the bridges during the recent hot weather, a 

large amount of rubble was discovered which had been used to build up the bank. The stone window 

sills and frames for leaded glass were so heavy that they must have come from a substantial house, 

and the obvious conclusion is that the rubble is the remains of the old manor house. 

 

The history of the house itself is awaiting further study but it is thought to have been the home of the 

Hoby family. The walled garden, which is still standing, appears to date from the early 18
th
 century. 

Some digging was carried out near the site of the old house in the 1970s but finds were of later date- a 

number of 19
th
 century Hamilton soda bottles were found, but little else. 

 

Other Manor houses stood next to the river at Ibsley and in the middle of what later became Ibsley 

Airfield. Both of these have long since gone although the latter was commemorated for many years by 

“Old House Copse” where it once stood. The interactions and land acquisitions among the families in 

the locality is very complicated and will take years of investigation to unravel. Another site at 

Sunderton on the Verwood side of the River has also turned upon an 18
th
 century map (it is shown as 

Sunderton House and Farm) where nothing stands today so there is plenty to think about. 

 

 

 
 

 

Fig2: the wide crossing place in the river- the hollow track runs up through the trees to the site of the 

old house, which was sited just behind the clump. 
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Fig 3: Some of the masonry thought to have come from the old house. Stone window frames were 

also found. 

 

 

 

 

Some Remains at Bartlett’s Mill      Mark Vincent 

 
Another site along the river Avon where remains can be found is next to the A31 at Ringwood. Until 

1930, this was the site of the town’s water mill, but it was demolished to make way for the town’s 

first bypass. This marked the end of over a thousand years of milling on the site, although the final 

mill dated back only to the 19
th
 century. In the 16

th
 century, one of the dues of the occupants of Hurst 

Farm was to provide “cog-wood” for the miller. This presumably paid for his co-operation er when 

the meadows needed to be flooded. 

 

Other buildings were erected in the 1920s to house the town’s first hydro-electric generator, which 

was built by Armfields. This had a rather limited capacity by today’s standards but it provided electric 

light for the High Street in 1923. It is said that a local farmer attacked the newfangled machines soon 

afterwards with an axe as he did not trust electricity. 

 

In 1942 a Spitfire from Ibsley crashed on the riverbank nearby killing its pilot. 

 

The mill stood adjacent to the church at roughly the point where the Salisbury Road slip road leaves 

the main eastbound carriageway. Although the area North of the road is overgrown, it is still possible 

to make out some of the stone sluices from the mill if one ventures into the undergrowth. 
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As recently as the 1970s, the electric building stood on the right of the sluices shown in the picture 

and locals used to stand by the rails and watch salmon leaping the salmon-ladder. The stone pillars 

upon which the rails stand are the originals from the water mill, and from the brickwork and 

construction would appear to predate the 19
th
 century mill. The photo was taken from the upstream 

side of the sluices although the river here is now a dead- end. The cars on the A31 are whizzing past 

just yards away to the left. The 18
th
 century Willis map of Ringwood shows a “wilderness” garden in 

this area- it ran back to the area where although if he could see the present-day transformers stand – 
present day car-parking and litter, it is doubtful that Mr.Willis would be very impressed!  
 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

WANTED!! 

If you would like to contribute articles or 
pictures for the next newsletter, we would 

love to receive them. Please send any 
contributions to the AVAS Secretary or 

Newsletter Editor  
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AVAS ~  Avon Valley Archaeological Society 
Winter Programme  ~  September 2006 - May 2007 

2006 
 
Sept. 6th Archaeological Images from the Air ~ 
  Investigations and Field Work on Cranborne Chase  
   Speaker: Martin Green, Farmer, Archaeologist and Author 
 
Oct. 4th  Shillingstone Roman Villa ~ A Dorset Mystery 

Speaker: Peter Cox, CPArch. MIFA, AC Archaeology 
 
Nov. 1st Recent Work at Clarendon and its Landscape 

Speaker: Professor Tom Beaumont James,MA, PhD, FRHistS, FSA, 
Professor of Regional Studies,University of Winchester 

 
Dec. 6th  Soils and Mud: not just the stuff we dig but evidence of prehistoric 

life   
Speaker: Dr Mike Allen, Wessex Archaeology 

 
2007 
 
Jan. 3rd  Member’s Evening  ~  Reports, displays, presentations, slides 
 
Feb. 7th The Peat Moors Centre 
  Speaker: Eddie Wills, Warden, Peat Moors Centre 
                
March 7th The Knowlton Prehistoric Landscape Project  ~   

Recent Work in the Allen Valley  
   Speaker: John Gale, Senior Lecturer in Archaeology,  
   School of Conservation Sciences, Bournemouth University 
 
April 4th After the Archer…….. 

Speaker: Andy Manning MA, BSc, AIFA, Wessex Archaeology 
 
May 2nd Annual General Meeting ~ 
   Please support your Society either in person or by postal vote 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

VENUE FOR MEETINGS:-  Ann Rose Hall, Greyfriars Community Centre, Christchurch 
Road, Ringwood 

 
TIME:- 7.30pm  ~  MEETING FEES:- Members £1.00, Visitors £2.00 each evening 

 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION:- Adult £8.00, Full-time Student £4.00 

 
ENQUIRIES TO:- The Chairman, T.J.Steptoe Bsc.(Hons.)Arch. (01725) 517 511 

    or  The Hon. Secretary, C.W.Atkinson (01722)  326 978 



 

  
 




