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Editorial 
Our Newsletter is evolving a little more this year with a new layout of news and articles.  The 

first thing that you will already have noticed is the ‘official business’ is being promoted to 

Appendix I and we letting it keep company with a new section, ‘Social events’, in Appendix 

II.  We have included this at the end to ensure that you will read this Newsletter from cover to 

cover!  Anyone who fails to may well miss out on some really enjoyable extra-curricular 

events. 

We also want to remind you that when the event has happened, can someone, who hopefully 

has taken a photo, write a few words and pass it on to Steve Moody. We can then publish it 

on web site under ‘Past Events’ - we really need YOU to share your news! 

We have an intriguing set of articles for you in this addition with not one but two articles on 

Vindolanda.  There seems to be as much, if not more interest in things Romano-British.  So 

just read on!  Not everything in our articles is concerned with looking back. You will find 

two pieces that definitely foreshadow exciting digging/investigating opportunities for 2009.  

Active field work has not been so dominant in 2008, but as you will read, our member-ship 

has not been idle. 

We cannot let the chance go by without thanking Ann Ireland, not only for a cracking Winter 

Programme, but also for organising two guided tours around the Salisbury & South Wiltshire 

Museum, the first behind the scenes where the public do not go and the second a private 

guided viewing of the Making History exhibition. 

As a final word, if anyone has any interesting exhibits, photographs or news, remember that 

you have an opportunity to share it at our ‘Members Evening’, the first Wednesday in 

January 2009.  Just contact Bill Atkinson on (01722) 326 978 or by email on 

absbilla@aol.com and make an Hon. Sec. happy, as well as our members that evening! 
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Geophysics with BACAS at Folds Farm           Bill Atkinson 
 

It was not a particularly promising morning in the car park of „The Fighting Cocks‟, but 

we met our visitors from BACAS, John Oswin and Owen Dicker arriving in good time, 

quickly followed by Janet Enoch, dressed for the magnetometry field work.  We 

proceeded to Folds farm and met the remainder of the AVAS volunteers.  The full team 

moved on to the field and under the supervision of Owen we laid out a base line and 

started the first twenty by twenty metre grid square to start the survey. 

 

Very soon the first team of four were under instruction and surveying.  The next team 

was assembled and began setting out the first of another set of grids.  This was done at a 

discreet distance so that the two magnetometers (yes two! A very professional and 

serious operation!) did not speak to each other and provide garbled results.  By mid 

morning the AVAS teams were really getting into the swing of things and also into a 

regular rhythm of working. 

 

Now that AVAS was under way the BACAS team set out another grid for the resistivity 

exercise to begin, with Janet being the first to lead off on the long march of data 

collection.  Another AVAS team with Richard Deacon and Alan  Harvey to the fore 

began the task of classical surveying to pin point the corners of all the grids being 

established, so that they could be given map references and hence be accurately found 

again.  The keenness of AVAS members was such, that those only able to contribute a 

part of the day came and went, but each contributed to the magnificent effort. 

 

Lunch time came (late) and in spite of the deteriorating weather, everyone eat on the hoof 

and were soon back at work surveying once again.  See below the scene of concentration. 
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The drizzle set in, but we all worked on until half past four when after packed everything 

back in the cars, repaired back to „The Fighting Cocks‟, having completed the survey of 

twelve grids.  This is quite a respectable achievement for a first time out in the field.  

There is no small thanks to Dr. John Oswin and his team for giving us such a good start 

and getting AVAS in Geophysics.   

 

Once in the pub and having dried out a little, John got to work on the data and started the 

„first cut‟ of processing to produce images.  There was much relief on my behalf that we 

had results that mirrored our visual aerial images and most certainly provided us with 

some target areas for test pits to discover what is really awaiting us below the surface.  A 

few days later John emailed visual results to us which gave us a better idea of what we 

had been given a glimpse of and, at our request, sent a copy of the raw data for us to „play 

with‟.  Everyone will be most grateful to BACAS and the team for giving so freely of 

their time and experience and sharing it in such a generous way with our society. 

 

Our Geophysical story does not end there.  We are very grateful to Garry Brisdion who 

has definitely got the „geophysics bug‟ and has explored the data with one or two graphic 

data manipulation packages and has emailed me with some preliminary results.  

However, he does say that he understands now why John Gator, of Time Team is always 

so tentative in his interpretation of results!  Collecting data is the science and 

interpretation is the art.  Here are some colour images with his interpretations: 

 

For all the images RED is a high reading and BLUE is a low reading. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FF Area 1 Images – shown in order discussed. 

 

FF Mag Area 1 is the traditional TRACE view which seems to be favoured by most as a 

way of showing areas of high magnetism. However, I prefer FF Mag Area 1-3 which 

shows a plan view and contours areas of relatively equal magnetism. As you can see, we 

have an area of mixed high and low magnetism although when you look in more detail 

there are distinct zones. In the bottom right we have two areas of low magnetism 

surrounded by a distinct area of high magnetism. The highs do not show the ying yang 

effect of a modern iron deposit (that we learnt about at the CBA training course) and so 

suggest either a hearth or kiln. 

 

 

 



 3 

Some reports I have read suggest kilns have an area of low magnetism in the middle, 

representing the void, so perhaps we have two hearths. Reports also suggest that internal 

floors show low magnetism (probably because they are trampled and the air doesn‟t get 

into the soil and prevents the magnetite in the soil developing a linear alignment. 

However, here I am speculating somewhat. Although the broad arcs of high going from 

bottom left to mid right coincide with the „ring‟ we saw on John Oswins „first cut‟ 

imagery in the pub. Perhaps we have some form of Iron Age round house – total 

speculation here, but this is worth investigating. 

 

FF Area 1 Res also supports this with an area of high resistivity where the magnetometry 

suggests a possible floor. This is logical, as the floor would be trampled and resistant to 

saturation and therefore would inhibit the passage of the current. Again there is low 

resistance in the top left of the image which we would be outside the building. More 

speculation! 

 

FF Area 2 Images – images 2-1 and 2-2 respectively 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Area 2 has been a little more difficult to work with.  What I believe we have are two 

distinct areas which can only be seen on the magnetometry, because we didn‟t manage to 

do the top right corner with resistivity. 

 

FF Res Area 2-2 shows an area of mixed high and low, generally similar to what I would 

expect from a whole series of pits similar to those we found in the already excavation 

area. However, two area of high resistivity stand out.  Top left and bottom right. The 

former leads onto a flat area adjacent to the survey area, which could represent an area of 

widespread and even working, such as a floor, as in Area 1.  Additionally, we have a 

focused point of very high resistance adjacent to it.  I am not sure what is going on in this 

area but when we look at the magnetometry image (FF Mag Area 2) there is an area of 

extremely high magnetism with a central area of very low magnetism just on the edge of 

the area. Could this support my theory of this being and area of continual use, perhaps 

with kilns?  This area looks especially interesting to me and we really need to survey the 

adjacent area to understand what is going on.  
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A second area on the resistivity image is towards the bottom right, a linear feature of very 

high resistance which leads down towards the interesting areas of Area 3. Perhaps they 

are related. One interpretation is that the linear feature in Area 3 is a modern pipe trench 

which could join up with this feature. If this so, it must be a synthetic pipe as it does not 

demonstrate the dipole effect seen on modern pipes. Further modern disturbance would 

loosen the soil and allow greater moisture penetration and should have a reduce 

resistance reading.  However, again we cannot be sure what is going on here.  

 

The magnetometry image, FF Mag Area 2-1, shows more detail and differentiates the 

area nicely. The important area to note is the top right quadrant, the area missed on the 

resistivity survey. Notice here that the area is generally of low magnetism, similar to that 

in the possible round house floor (?) seen in Area 1. The distribution of the low 

magnetism also coincides with the area on the aerial imagery bounded by the crop marks. 

It may be a coincidence, but to me this suggests some kind of floor or trampled area. Also 

of note is the high in the top right corner, much steeper than any other.  I am not sure 

what this is, but comparable with the high in the bottom right of that quadrant. This one 

has a very deep low, immediately adjacent to it, the ying yang signature and so is 

probably modern iron. The high in the top right does not have this feature so perhaps we 

have a hearth?  Notice the blotchy nature of the rest of the image, suggesting to me a well 

worked area, probably similar to an excavation area with well distributed pits. It also 

struck me how similar this is to the Crystal Hollow site.  

 

FF Area 3 Images – 3a and 3b, respectively 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately magnetometry gave us very little in this area (so far) but the resistivity was 

quite spectacular. Within image FF Res Area 3b note how regular the shape of the high 

resistance area is, as well as its orientation. It follows the same orientation as the high in 

the bottom right of area 2 thus supporting the suggestion that there is some association. 

The regularity suggest some form of building, but I speculate here, after all, what would a 

building be doing going down the slope, rather than on a flat area on the ridge. Ignore the 

two flattened cross like features as these are anomalies from the processing. 
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F.O.A.M.           Marilyn Harvey 
  

For three years running AVAS members have been meeting up with FOAM [Friends Of 

Ancient Monuments] headed by Julian Richards.  The aim is to clear some of the scrub 

that has sprung up over and around ancient barrows in the Stonehenge Landscape. Also 

to clear away derelict fencing and open the area up to grazing sheep, which will help the 

RSPB and the landowner manage the area with a mind to increasing the biodiversity of 

the chalk grasslands. 

 

We have a very short window of opportunity because we have to juggle between the 

seasons of migration and nesting birds. Then of course there is the weather… I‟m sure 

there are a few members that remember a particularly wet day in 2006.  It is hard work, 

there are no facilities, you bring your own tea and sandwiches, slope off somewhere quiet 

and find your own bush! We work in all weathers so a combination of waterproofs and 

sunhat are useful. 

 

Julian Richards and the landowner wield the chainsaws and we set to work with loppers 

and bow saws. The larger the team, the sooner it makes a difference and you can see a 

barrow appearing out of the landscape or rather settling back into it.  It is very rewarding, 

just look at the results; it feels as good as releasing an animal back to the wild. You have 

worked on something as our ancestors worked on them and you have helped restore them 

to some of their former glory. 

 

Before… it‟s in there somewhere! 
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Half-way… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The End Result… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As for the hard work and aching muscles, it beats going to the gym any day.  Have I 

tempted you? If you would like to join us, let Trevor Steptoe or Marilyn Harvey know 

and we‟ll tell you when we get a FOAM call. 
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Finding St. Clements church              Bill Atkinson 
 

It seems very strange to loose a church, but this was the situation remarked to me by our 

Rector at St. Paul‟s church, in the parish of Fisherton Anger, Salisbury.  After a short 

discussion with our Field Director it was agreed that this would be a good project for 

AVAS.  The search for the site was bound to involve digging so it appealed to me 

immediately.  The first task was to do some historical research, followed by a site visit. 

 

The background is that the parish church of Fisherton Anger, St Clements, was too small 

and in to bad a state of disrepair by 1850 that the church wardens and rector decided that 

the only course of action was to rebuild the church on a new site.  So one was found, four 

hundred yards up the road towards the old execution ground and adjacent to Fisherton 

Street where it leads into the Wilton Road.  In 1852 the old church was closed and the 

new one was opened in 1853 at a cost of £2950 with an additional sum of £300 being 

granted for the demolition of St. Clements.  This high figure for demolition was to allow 

for the reclaiming of as much material as was possible to defray expenses on building St 

Paul‟s.  The question arises as to why there was a change of name.  Even in the mid 19
th

. 

century there was still anti Roman Catholic feeling, so the name of a Pope, even though 

English, was not considered appropriate! 

 

The demolition was indeed very complete and when Ann Ireland, Mark Vincent and 

myself started to search and dig for traces of the foundations we found plenty of fallen 

and buried grave slabs but no residual foundations.  The conundrum was solved by the 

use of a long probe to „feel‟ for remains under the rich dark soil and we followed traces 

of medium sized gravel.  Digging into this layer we were rewarded with the foundation 

gravel mixed with the remains of lime mortar which confirmed that we had made a start! 

 

Now commenced a ‟wall chase‟ with periodic checks using the trowel, to ensure that the 

lime mortar traces were still confirming our progress was still on course.  It took a couple 

more visits to complete the outline of the old church and get all the corners of the walls 

marked with stakes.  The new church looked much as the old, but much larger, see below. 
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The position of the old church within the graveyard was now established and is drawn in 

the plan below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are fortunate in that there is a bench mark in Churchfields Road, only about fifteen 

metres away, so it was possible to establish Ordinance Survey references for the position 

of our site reference point and the corner of the tower of the old church.  This was 

without doubt the most difficult surveying job that I have undertaken because there were 

so many trees, shrubs and tangles of undergrowth over the whole graveyard.  However, 

with aching limbs and quite a few scratches, the task was completed. 

 

A fuller description of the project is given in the report, just recently published and it is 

hoped to organise a site visit, followed by tour of St. Paul‟s church to see the moved 

monuments from St. Clements.  It will give us a greater appreciation of what was 

achieved by our Victorian ancestors. 
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An Excavator’s Dream - Discovering Vindolanda’s Portable Roman 

Calendar            By Bryan Popple and Kate Sheehan Finn BSc, MSc, BA 
 

Every year, since the 1970‟s, excavations take place at Vindolanda Roman Fort and its 

vicus, near Bardon Mill in Northumberland. The Vindolanda Trust own the site and 

oversee the annual excavations, which are largely carried out by volunteers from all 

walks of life under the guidance of a small team of dedicated, highly skilled 

archaeologists and specialists. The whole site is fascinating and constantly throws up 

surprises as it is systematically excavated, recorded and studied. We were fortunate to 

make one of those unexpected discoveries at Vindolanda on the 7
th

 July, 2008. 

 

Discovery 
 

The morning was grey and soggy and we were excavating the clogged air channels 

beneath the stone floor of the eastern granary inside Stone Fort II, cAD213-410.  The aim 

was to sample the soil from each channel - marked A to E and sub-divided into two 

layers of 50 cm
2
 sections - and to sieve the remainder for small finds and any visible 

organic remains (i.e. tiny animal bones). Figure 1 shows Channel A after excavation was 

completed. The whole soil samples will be subjected to environmental analysis and all 

the data will be used to try to deduce what materials or foodstuffs had been stored in each 

part of the building. We found some tiny rodent and bird bones, as well as a beautiful 

complete copper alloy penannular brooch and several copper alloy coins to name but a 

few of the more exciting finds. 

 

 
 
Figure 1: Channel A after excavation with the floor still in situ above (author‟s own 

photograph). 

 

Six days into the excavations and it was clear that the weather was conspiring against us 

with the overnight rain making sieving impossible and putting the scientific sampling 

process at risk. Andrew Birley, director of excavations at Vindolanda, decided to halt the 

soil sampling and asked us to create a fresh trench, excavating down onto a cobbled road 

surface several feet below the current ground level.  Much of the road surface had already 
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been exposed and we assumed that not much would be found in this area, because there 

had been relatively few finds above other parts of the road surface.  

 

It was while digging through deep layers of collapsed building rubble above this road 

surface that we made a find that many archaeologists, professional and amateur alike, can 

mostly only dream about. We both simultaneously spotted a small, narrow, curved strip 

of metal lying among the rubble, which proved to be much more interesting than it 

appeared on first sight. 

 

The Find 

 
After lightly dusting the object off we immediately realised that there were several letters 

inscribed on one of its surfaces. All of the letters were capitalised and formed by dot 

impressions punched into the surface. There were letters at the top and the bottom of the 

curved metal strip. In the centre was a series of small holes punched right through the 

metal. We were able to read the word „SEPTEMBER‟ above the holes and the letters 

spread at intervals beneath the punched holes were „K‟, „N‟, and „ID‟. Two more letters, 

„AE‟, lie on their side on either side of the punched holes towards the end of the fragment 

(see Figure 2). After much discussion with Elizabeth Greene, Andrew Birley, Alex 

Meyer and Robin Birley, we realised that we were looking at part of the first portable 

perpetual Roman calendar ever to have been found in from Roman Britain, and possibly 

the whole of the Roman world.  

 

 
 

Figure 2: The Vindolanda calendar (author’s own photograph). 

 

The Roman Calendar 

 
Briefly, the calendar used during the Roman period was the Julian calendar, named after 

Julius Caesar who reformed the old Republican calendar in 46 BC. At this time, the civic 

year was about three months ahead of the solar year and, as pontifex maximus (literally, 

chief priest), Caesar inserted approximately 80 days to realign the civic and solar years. 

Thus the year 46 BC was 445 days long and it was described as „the last year of the 

muddled reckoning‟ (Macrob. Sat.1.14.3).  

 

The piece of calendar found at Vindolanda represents the month of September, and the 

„K‟ refers to the Kalends, the first of the month, whilst „N‟ stands for Nones, which falls 
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9 days before the Ides. In the Roman calendar, the Ides falls on the 13
th

 of the month in 

January, February, April, June, August, September, November, December, and on the 

15
th

 of the month in March, May, July and October (Oxford Classical Dictionary). The 

positioning of these letters beneath the holes naturally implies that the holes represent the 

dates on the calendar. It is probable that each hole represents 2 days, following the odd 

numbers in the sequence 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 etc. The Nones in September was on the 5
th

 and the 

„N‟ is correctly positioned below the third hole with the „ID‟ below the seventh hole 

which seems to confirm this interpretation. The letters lying on their sides between two 

holes representing the dates 21
st
 and 23

rd
 of September are „AE‟ and it is likely that they 

refer to the aequinoctium or the autumn equinox that falls at this time (see Figure 3). 

These conclusions were drawn after discussion with Robin Birley on the site over a cup 

of tea and, needless to say, further studies are needed before firm interpretation of this 

remarkable find can be made. 

 

 
 

Figure 3: Close up of the ‘AE’ symbol (author’s own photograph) 

 

Both Robin and Andrew Birley stress the importance of this unusual Roman artefact for 

increasing our understanding of how the troops stationed at Vindolanda kept track of the 

passing days and months while they were stationed at the fort and active in the field. A 

portable device, the calendar was round and about 25 cm in diameter. It is likely that pegs 

were inserted every 2 days to record the passage of time ensuring that orders could be 

carried out when they were supposed to be and that festivals were observed on the correct 

days. Andrew Birley (personal communication) said that the Vindolanda Trust “are 

delighted by the find, which we rank as one of the best to come from the site over the past 

40 years.” He also said that the calendar will go on display at Chesterholm Museum at 

Vindolanda this autumn once conservation has been completed. 

 

Conclusion 

 
We were very excited to make this find and would like to thank sincerely the Vindolanda 

Trust for giving us the opportunity to work with them at what has to be one of the most 

interesting Roman archaeological sites in the whole of Britain. It is a privilege to work 

there. We hope that people who read this report will be inspired to visit the site and 

museum, and maybe even get involved in excavating too. Further information about the 
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Vindolanda Trust can be obtained at: http://www.vindolanda.com/. For those who wish to 

read about the calendar in the local Northumberland newspapers please use the following 

links:  

http://www.newsandstar.co.uk/1.213337   http://www.hexhamcourant.co.uk/1.210333 

 

 

 
 
Figure 4: The June 29

th
 excavation team led by Andrew Birley (Photograph 

courtesy of Andrew Birley). 

 

 

http://www.vindolanda.com/
http://www.newsandstar.co.uk/1.213337
http://www.hexhamcourant.co.uk/1.210333
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A New Forest stream at Moyles Court                Richard C Deacon 

 

Introduction The main purpose of this article is to illustrate by way of a local example 

just how much an amateur archaeologist can research and discover in their immediate 

environment, without the need for excavation.  Simple and readily available information 

is to be found through local historical publications, old maps, local hearsay, field-walking 

taking advantage of seasonal changes and extremes of light, shadow and flood or 

windblow conditions. Fortuitous changes in ownership, management and restoration of a 

more natural landscape by the National Trust at Newlands Wood has presented an 

exciting opportunity.  

 

Background Newlands Plantation straddles the brook known as Dockens Water 

immediately upstream of the Park and grounds of Moyles Court House in the parish of 

Ellingham. In my childhood in the 1950s, at the Rockford Primary School, our 

Headmistress left us in no doubt that this wood was „Out of bounds‟. It was both a 

dangerous and sinister place strewn with the paraphernalia of war: Ibsley Airfield 

Command Post, guard posts, derelict buildings, rifle butts, unfenced ponds and 

underground chambers were all purported to be found therein. “ Keep Out - Private 

Woodland” signs were posted on the boundary fence along the Linwood Road and the 

„sporting rights‟ were held by that most scary of men, my family dentist. None of us kids 

ever ventured there and even the wild duck exited the place to the sound of both barrels. 

 

In that coldest of modern winters, 1962/3 the Forestry Commission (FC) took over 

Newlands on behalf of the Lord of the Manor. The wood was deep ploughed and planted 

disappearing into the darkest depths under the mantle of Douglas Fir, planted by no less 

than our own Mr. Peter Brown, a regular guest at AVAS. Much earlier in the century, 

even Mr. Heywood Sumner, (1) saw fit to illustrate only the bridges above and below the 

wood and whilst very often mentioned in his publications, nothing of archaeological 

interest was attributed to the wood itself. 

 

In 1999, the New Forest Section of the Hampshire Field Club (HFC) carried out detailed 

fieldwork and reporting (2) of archaeological sites on the National Trust‟s (NT) newly 

acquired Rockford and Ibsley Commons. Lying between the two, the Newlands Wood 

area was in a very boggy and overgrown state which hampered the survey and findings, 

including some no-go areas. 

 

For me, Newlands Wood remained a complete blank in my local knowledge until my 

return to the UK in 2004. After 40 years the Douglas trees had matured and were clear 

felled by the FC under a European directive. The wood was thrown open on the north 

side by the NT and a local commoner‟s herd of belted Galloways made free entry. 

Collectively, these animals have the defoliating capability of a B52 but with merely 

noxious rather than toxic consequences. Stripped bare of vegetation, a clearer view of the 

true form of the pre-20th century manmade terrain became apparent with ponds, banks 

and infilled watercourses. There are some interesting possibilities. 
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disappearing into the darkest depths under the mantle of Douglas Fir, planted by no less 

than our own Mr. Peter Brown, a regular guest at AVAS. Much earlier in the century, 

even Mr. Heywood Sumner, (1) saw fit to illustrate only the bridges above and below the 

wood and whilst very often mentioned in his publications, nothing of archaeological 

interest was attributed to the wood itself. 

 

In 1999, the New Forest Section of the Hampshire Field Club (HFC) carried out detailed 

fieldwork and reporting (2) of archaeological sites on the National Trust‟s (NT) newly 

acquired Rockford and Ibsley Commons. Lying between the two, the Newlands Wood 

area was in a very boggy and overgrown state which hampered the survey and findings, 

including some no-go areas. 

 

For me, Newlands Wood remained a complete blank in my local knowledge until my 

return to the UK in 2004. After 40 years the Douglas trees had matured and were clear 

felled by the FC under a European directive. The wood was thrown open on the north 

side by the NT and a local commoner‟s herd of belted Galloways made free entry. 

Collectively, these animals have the defoliating capability of a B52 but with merely 

noxious rather than toxic consequences. Stripped bare of vegetation, a clearer view of the 

true form of the pre-20th century manmade terrain became apparent with ponds, banks 

and infilled watercourses. There are some interesting possibilities. 

 

Field Walking and Observation in 2008 At this point, I borrowed the HFC report (2) 

from the AVAS library and set about researching my missing link. I was particularly 

interested to find any evidence of a watermill that local folklore implies to have once 

existed there. Reference is made in Domesday (3) (Page 69, item 32) to a mill at 

Ellingham, but the most likely place for one would surely be on the main river, the River 

Avon. The medieval village of Ellingham on the river was wholly lost to the Plague and 

reportedly can now only be seen in the evening meadows.  

 

In 1910, Sumner (1) rightly observed that Dockens Water, unlike its immediate 

neighbouring forest streams, Linbrook and Hucklesbrook, remained in water 365 days 

per year. The geology underlying Ibsley Common and the southerly dip of the 

impermeable substrate ensured a constant supply of spring water flowing into the 
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Linwood bog and thence into the brook. Doubtless this reliable resource was recognized 

by our forebears and as a consequence the Linwood valley has a significant pre-history 

with a profusion of boiling sites. Newlands is no stranger to early anthropogenic 

interference. A Mesolithic flint-working mound is to be found within its confines.  

 

In the middle of the wood, the HFC report ( pages 38&39) depicts a double L – shaped 

bank system that provides a diversion to the brook. See Map No 2.  

  

Feature No 19 represents the double bank. The banks are typically 1.5 m high and the 

watercourse between is some 3m wide. Hard bottom in the watercourse is some 3m 

below embankment crest. 

 

Viewed on a dry day there is 

some evidence of scattered 

heathstone on the surface of 

these banks. However, the 

summer of 2008 yielded two 

very wet days with floodwater 

reaching a metre depth at the 

nearby Moyles Court ford. The 

double L-shaped bank system 

was inundated in this storm and a 

possible alternative configuration 

of managed flows to that 

reported became apparent.  

 

At the heel of the L lies a double 

opening through the outer 

embankment which was probably 

the site of two wooden box - 

sluices. The flood flows did not 

breach this corner gap but came 

up to the edge and the central 

splitter bank between the inferred 

sluices was clearly apparent.  

 

 

The boggy area immediately in front of the inferred sluices has a hard bottom at a depth 

of 1.2m. Perhaps heathstone was once used to armour the leading edge of the splitter 

bank.  

 

A deep pond lies some 25m downstream of this control structure. An inlet watercourse 

can be inferred between the two but years of silt build-up and ground instability appear to 

obscure its actual passage. The soft edges of the pond are treacherous and now mask the 

original pond geometry. The pond has a firm gravelly bottom albeit under some 1.5m of 

silt. 
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The watercourse downstream of the other opening can be traced through several 90 

degree turns to join up with a deep and very straight engineered channel that runs parallel 

with the brook. The channel is totally in-filled with silt and vegetation, its two sides 

rising slightly above the surrounding bog. The silt within can be probed with a ranging 

rod and is once again some 1.2m deep over hard flat gravelly bottom. The straight portion 

of the channel runs some 200m until it now meets the peripheral ditch surrounding the 

current field, once forming part of the Moyles Court Park, previously mentioned. 

 

The landform on both sides of the channel can be judged to have once been flat, but at 

three slightly different working levels. Whether these were once three different irrigated 

fields or shallow ponds for fisheries can only be guessed at for now. On the day of the 

rainstorms, the patchy flooding of the adjacent former parkland may have indicated a 

former linear watercourse, now infilled but heading in the direction of Moyles Court 

house.  Does Isaac Taylor‟s map of 1759 perhaps show a canalised watercourse passing 

through the Parkland in front of Moyles Court House? The map certainly shows the L-

shaped embankments. 

 

Finally, The original double L 

embankments would most 

likely have been equipped with 

large wooden inlet/outlet 

structures and an upstream weir 

to divert flows at the 

confluence with the brook. 

There is evidence of another 

short length of embankment 

even further upstream that has 

been washed away over the 

years above the L where the 

brook roundly meanders.  

 

There is a significant water storage potential in this upper area either for managing flood 

flows or accumulating low flow such as would be required to power a watermill or 

quickly re-flood a moat. 

 

Literature Review  No exhaustive literature search has been made to date. Discussions 

with other AVAS members have been helpful of what and where best to look. AVAS‟s 

own library is one of the best possible places to start. 

 

A review of the literature immediately available has thrown up several useful hints as to 

how this water resource was managed in earlier times. The earliest possible form for its 

use is to be found in Alicia Resurgam, (4) in which it is noted that:  
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“The old Moyles Court Manor of the Middle Ages was formerly much larger than the 

present building, probably surrounded by a moat, traces of which still exist on two sides, 

whilst a brook ran near to the house and gave ample supply of water in case of siege”. 

 

Dockens Water ultimately flows into the Avon at Blashford and passes through 

Gouldings Farm, owned by our Chairman. An offshoot of Mark‟s research at the HRO at 

Winchester has revealed that special Lease conditions were applied by the estate at 

Moyles Court on all tenants with frontage on to the brook:   

 

Manor of Moyles Court (1779 – 85) Charles Lisle & his Agent  

 

No person was to wash hemp or flax on any watercourse of the liberty ------ 

 

Tenants were to clean out the stream from Rockford to the River to a width of 9 feet. 

 

Dismissing the temptation to infer medieval substance abuse, it is most likely that issues 

of pollution interfering with capture fishery, spawning and small fry are the justification 

for such a provision. Specific literature research on this aspect would now be of value as 

fish spawning and fish farming, flood alleviation and crop irrigation could all be relevant 

at Newlands. Certainly, eel rearing culture was practised in the Middle Ages, particularly 

in the backwaters of the Avon.  

 

Mark‟s Internet research gave rise to the strongest reference to a watermill in close 

proximity to Moyles Court. Found in the Wiltshire and Swindon Archives: Family and 

Estate Papers (6) the Awdry Family of Melksham have the following entry dated 1726-7:  

 

Manor of Rockford Moyles alias Moyles Court and the capital mansion house of 

the same, and a toft whereon a grist mill lately stood, and 1/2a. of ground 

formerly occupied with the mill and adjoining the mansion house, now added to a 

close called Newlands; the said close called Newlands (40a.);farmhouse and 

lands called Moyles Court Farm, occupied by John Mist;  

 

The Oxford Eng D. defines a ‘toft’ as a “Homestead, or the land once occupied by same” 

 

In the final stage of preparing this article, Chris Read forwarded a clinching reference as 

follows: 

 

Moyles Court Abstract of Title 1678: ‘and all that Grist Mill and the ponds banks 

floodhatches watercourses and about ½ acre of ground with [= which?] the same mill 

enjoyed near adjoining to the said Mansion House [of Moyles Court].’  

  

These two references of 1726-7 and 1678 complement each other and together with the 

ground truthing appear to place the Mill and its supporting infrastructure beyond 

reasonable doubt. Both appear to be in accord with the layout shown in the Cray Estate 

Map c1790 for the Newlands area of Moyles Court. See map below, reproduced from 

Page 107 of the HFC (2) report.  
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Initial Interpretation of the potential Mill site  From both the given descriptions the toft 

would appear to be located immediately above “E” and the “The Park” on the “Cray 

map” with a small orchard lying east of the structure, which I feel sure was once the Mill. 

There is obviously an inconsistency in this interpretation in that the estate map at 1790 is 

still actively showing a feature referred to in a 1726 text as a place “whereon a grist mill 

lately stood”. Alternatively, the map is a composite record of features over a very long 

period which might explain the absence of a hard and fast date on the document. 

However, we can be sure that the mill still existed in 1678 as the Abstract of Title 

confirms. 

 

The fence line delineating „The Park‟ from the „toft‟ is shown as a straight line reaching 

all the way back to the boundary of Newlands Wood. Is this the alignment of a Leat 

serving the Mill? It is noted that the present boundary between the fields and Ibsley 

Common is a deep ditch along the entire length which is still draining water from the 

hillside springs and bogs today. It is as yet not clear if this ditch is derived from the 

original possible Leat alignment. Perhaps some photo enlargement of this image to suit 

an overlay exercise on the present OS map would cast some light on the evolution of the 

fields in this area. I have a hunch that part of the original toft holding now actually lies 

within the present field system. In which, case the original „Leat‟ is possibly in-filled and 

ties in with the alignment of the 200m long engineered channel back in the wood.   

 

As to the original tailrace, returning flow to the brook from the Mill, attention is drawn to 

Ref (2), Map 1 which shows a field and drain delineation typically at a 45 degree angle to 

the brook and front Ha-Ha wall of Moyles Court House. Inspection around the south 

facing part of the second „Ha Ha‟, (Off NT land) reveals no obvious trace of a Mill site, 

other than an engineered platform beneath the centrally located building „C‟, a 

demolished WWII building. The building debris remains in situ.  
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Does this 20
th

 C structure overlie the site of the former Mill? It is noted that none of the 

other similar demolished WWII buildings were worthy of such a platform. Is it therefore 

likely that the platform at „C‟ was pre-existing? I would speculate that the former mill 

was an all timber affair at this location and was either dismantled for the purposes of re- 

using the main beams and any ironwork or was a victim of the 17th C gentrification of 

Moyles Court and its Park and was probably demolished to remove an eyesore which 

would otherwise blight the newly created Park.  

 

If this guess as to the Mill site is correct a simple flow in the Leat serving an „undershot‟ 

waterwheel (5) would best fit the lie of the land.  

 

What Next  

 

1. Detailed Literature search. Internet archives, the Hampshire Records Office at   

Winchester and closer to home the New Forest Archive at Lyndhurst, overseen by 

that goldmine of useful information Richard Reeves; 

 

2. Auger and Mackintosh probe survey in field to confirm the possible leat and 

tailrace alignment?  

 

3. Trial pitting of the foundation platform of the possible Mill site; 
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4. Topo survey to show actual fall along the bed of the Leat / Ditch and Newlands 

Wood watercourses including the control structure sites; 

 

5. Erect temporary bunds, dewater and desilt the heel of the L shaped embankments 

to explore the control stucture and determine its construction and its armouring. 

Another use for New Forest Heathstone? 

 

Using all of the above, I believe it would be possible to develop a plausible operating 

scenario and understanding of what was possibly a multi-functional water management 

feature in this part of Dockens Water serving Moyles Court house and its predecessors.  

 

 

Conclusion Clearly, there is supposition and some lateral thinking in arriving at a 

plausible explanation of the possible medieval usage of the Newlands Wood area. 

We must not forget that the prime reason for much of the groundwork was to effect 

drainage of the bog and reclaim a substantial part of what was to become Mr Mist’s 

40 acres of arable (pasture) land. It is quite possible that the initial drainage activity 

pre-dates the conquest.  
 

The subsequent construction of a self sufficient estate and dwelling at Moyles Court gave 

rise to all the other secondary possibilities for the development of this reliable water 

resource. Namely: 

 

 Water Supply to House and Moat including that for malting and brewing; 

 Low flow impounding to the Mill pond(s) and periodic drawdown;  

 Fish fry capture and maintenance of fish rearing ponds; 

 Impounding for the irrigation of crops or ornamental features;  

 

We may have an evolution of uses or it is possible that some or all of these later water 

management features could have been operated concurrently. References (8) to ponds, 

banks, floodhatches and watercourses and the unmistakable non-polluting measures in 

(7) to uphold spawning and fish rearing does much to establish the credibility of a 

significant fish farming activity at Newlands as well as the Mill. 

 

The survey work in (2) commissioned by the NT, took place before the deforestation and 

grazing of Newlands Wood that has so benefitted this assessment. Given the newly 

discovered literature in (6) and the Estate tenancies in (7), there is now scope for the 

revisiting of some of the sites on the valley floor and reviewing them collectively rather 

than as isolated events. 

 

Finally, having dealt only in documented record and ground observation thus far, I will 

allow myself to conclude by indulging in a little conjecture. The demise of the mill 

occurred between 1678 and 1726. History (4) tells us that Moyles Court was rocked to its 

very core in July 1685 when Colonel Penruddock, acting on reliable information, sought 



 21 

and eventually found two fugitives of the battle of Sedgemoor at Moyles Court. John 

Hickes was found in the malthouse, which would normally be close to the mill and the 

grain store, if not in the same building. Did Penruddock, after 30 years of hatred, finally 

avenge the trial and execution of his father in Exeter in 1655.   John Lisle, the Master of 

Moyles Court, officiated at the trial. 

 

Just what methods did Penruddock use at the malthouse to get his man? Any excavation 

at the expected site of the mill could be particularly interesting if malting artifacts 

are found. 
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Three go to Hadrian’s Wall (and Have a Wonderful Time*) 
* with apologies to Enid Blyton 

 

 Ann Ireland writes: After Julian Richard‟s talk about Hadrian‟s Wall in December 

2007 Janet was consumed with enthusiasm to go on one of Julian‟s week-end tours, 

which he does with Mark Corney. Hadrian‟s Wall was not somewhere I had previously 

felt any great urge  to visit: having seen  impressive Roman remains in Germany, Italy 

and France as well as this country I  thought I had a pretty good idea in my mind what it 

would be like, and I had been told how awful the weather could be up there.   Also I 

wasn‟t  overwhelmed with excitement at the idea of staying in Newcastle, but in spite of 

these reservations, decided to go anyway. So we flew from Southampton at the crack of 

dawn on the Friday and were signing in at the Hilton Hotel, Gateshead,  before 8am.  

 

This early arrival at least got us very good rooms overlooking the river with a fine view 

of three bridges, the iconic Tyne Bridge (1928), the High Level Bridge (1849 - rail above, 

road below) and the Swing Bridge (1876),  the Castle Keep, and the distinctive stone 

crown and tower of the cathedral on the other side. Having the whole day before us we 

decided just to go off on foot and explore in the area near the hotel. This proved to be 

amazingly rewarding. We crossed the river and I was immediately struck by the number 

of fine old buildings there were survivals of the days when Newcastle was a thriving port. 

 

 We soon came to Bessie Surtee‟s House, a Jacobean building which had been two  

merchant‟s houses, now combined into one and occupied by the N.E. Regional Head 

Office of English Heritage. Three rooms with very good plaster ceilings, panelling and 

fireplaces are open to the public . We continued on and found ourselves by the Cathedral 

Church of St. Nicholas. One of the smaller cathedrals, having been a parish church up 

until 1882, we found much of interest inside, including a magnificent early 15C font with 

a fine overhanging canopy , some beautiful windows,  and misericords in the choir stalls 

which although late C19 (made by Ralph Hedley a local craftsman)  are copies of  early 

C15 designs found in Exeter and Carlisle Cathedrals.  The Cathedral also has a very good 

refectory where they served excellent bacon butties, most welcome after our early start!    

 

Then on to the nearby Black Gate and Castle Keep, impressive remnants of the original  

castle complex started by  Henry II in 1168, replacing an earlier motte and bailey castle 

which gave Newcastle its name. Prior to that, the Romans had a fort on this site to protect 

the river crossing.  The Black Gate, the great outer gateway to the castle where the 

recesses which contained the portcullis can still be seen, was in fact added by Henry III in 

1247, and still later in the C13 the town wall was built. Incredibly the main east coast 

railway line, built in Victorians times, runs through the castle grounds. Black Gate is 

home to the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle on Tyne, the oldest provincial 

Antiquarian Society in England. 

 

 From here we walked along the quayside past  Trinity House, another historic building 

of great interest,  with a view across the river to the Sage, an incredible edifice of glass 

and steel,  a venue for all types of music, shaped like an enormous peanut shell, but 

looking fantastic with the sky reflecting off of it. We then re-crossed the river over the 
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Millennium bridge, an elegant structure of steel for pedestrians and cyclists,  which 

rotates for ships to pass underneath, and found ourselves by the Baltic Centre, previously 

a Flour Mill, now a  gallery for contemporary art, `the biggest of it‟s kind in the world`, 

with an ever changing calendar of exhibitions. Personally I found the building itself far 

more interesting than the exhibitions.  

 

Then, on to the Sage.  Because of its extraordinary shape this building does have it‟s 

detractors - a case of `you either love or you hate it` I suspect, but in spite of it‟s seeming 

incongruity in the urban landscape I thought it somehow worked. It was opened in 

December 2004 at a cost of some £70 million and is accessible to the public daily - you 

can in fact have a guided tour. After taking advantage of the refreshment facilities there, 

we set off in search of somewhere to buy bottled water (not much liking the Hilton‟s 

prices!) and found ourselves in downtown Gateshead. We got what we wanted but did 

not linger here - if there was anything of interest we did not see it, and anyhow we 

wanted to get back to the hotel to rest awhile in our very comfortable rooms to be 

sufficiently recovered for the evening, when we were to meet up with Julian and Mark 

and the rest of our group, which in due course, we did and the real purpose of our 

weekend began.                                                                                        

 

Alison Clemson writes: Saturday, 7
th

 June. Our first visit of the day was to Arbeia 

Roman Fort at South Shields. My first impression of Arbeia was surprise as it is situated 

in the middle of a modern day housing estate!  We made our way to the reconstruction of 

the West Gate, which was very imposing and gave us all an idea of what an impact the 

fort would have had on the local population. Inside the West Gate were rooms holding 

Roman clothing, soldier‟s kit and artefacts etc.  

 

Moving outside we saw the remains showing the layout of the barracks, grain stores and 

Commander‟s house. We then went across the site to the reconstructed barracks and the  

Commander‟s Villa. The barracks, divided into units, were very sparse with probably 6 to 

8 men sharing a small room. Then at the Commander‟s Villa, a somewhat different story, 

with a whole range of rooms including summer and winter dining rooms, bedrooms, 

kitchen, bath-house and stables. The rooms, arranged round a central courtyard, were 

beautifully decorated, the walls painted with patterns giving the effect of wallpaper, and 

the ceilings decorated too. The fort at Arbeia although not actually on the line of 

Hadrian‟s Wall was nevertheless important as it controlled the river port which was the 

main point of entry to the Roman Empire in Britain.  

 

From here we went on to Chester‟s, built to guard the bridge which carried Hadrian‟s 

Wall over the River North Tyne, which I found very emotive as some of the remains are 

reasonably intact and gave me a real feeling of what the  fort would have been like in it‟s 

heyday. The remains include the Headquarters Building in the centre, part of three 

barrack blocks, the Commanding Officer‟s house and,  just outside the fort by the river, 

the all important bath house. This particular bath house is impressive but a bit difficult to 

understand due to lack of floors in the heated rooms. However, it appears there was a 

porch, a changing room and a latrine. From the changing room (where in one wall there 

were seven niches where bathers could leave their belongings) a door led into the 
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batheing rooms. First they would enter a warm room, after which there was a choice of 

hot treatments, either dry heat, more like a modern sauna, or steam rather like a Turkish 

bath where there was also a hot tub where they could relax before finishing off with a dip 

in a cold pool. Also at Chesters, was a fine example of a strong room, which we able to 

go down the steps to look into and an interesting museum which was opened in the 

1890`s and hasn‟t been altered much since.  

 

After a sandwich lunch at Lucullus Larder we went on to see the remains of the 3
rd

 

century Temple of Mithras near Carrawburgh. Set in lovely open moorland with the 

plaintive cries of  curlew, skylarks and lapwings all around, this is an evocative place. At 

the end of the nave in the Sanctuary are facsimiles of the original altars found during 

excavation in the 1950`s. On one of these Mithras appears carved in relief wearing a 

radiate crown, the rays of which have been cut through: the light of an oil lamp placed 

behind these openings would shine through into the gloom of the Mithraeum.   

 

Our final destination of the day was Brunton Turret. At regular intervals along the wall 

were milecastles (fortified gateways) with two turrets (look-outs) equally spaced between 

them. Brunton Turret is particularly interesting because besides being one of the best 

preserved you can see here where the width of the wall was reduced from 2.9 metres to 

about   2 metres. So after spending some time in this pleasant spot it was back to the hotel 

after a very full day.   

 

Janet Elkins writes: Sunday, 8
th

 June. After doing justice to the wonderful breakfasts 

served up by the Hilton Hotel we were on the coach at 9.00am. Again we were blessed 

with beautiful blue skies and warm summer sunshine. For this we were grateful because 

our first stop was Housesteads Fort, situated in an exposed position in high open country, 

a longish walk from the car park. We first visited the museum which contained many 

finds from the site and a model to show how the fort and the civil settlement would have 

looked, although constantly modified during its three hundred years of occupation the 

overall layout of the fort was hardly changed at all.   

 

Remains of many of the buildings can still be seen today including the North, South, East 

and West Gates, Headquarters Building with an open courtyard at the front, Barrack 

Blocks and the Commanding Officer‟s House, also with a courtyard. There is a double 

granary with its stone pillars which would have supported wooded floors to keep the 

stored grain dry and away from vermin, a hospital building, storeroom and bathhouse and 

of course the famous Housesteads Latrines.  Situated at the lowest point of the fort, they 

were flushed by a series of channels carrying rainwater and runoff, later supplemented by 

water from an enormous stone cistern. Here we also enjoyed a walk along the wall to 

Housesteads mile castle (no.37) before leaving this wonderful site and returning to the 

coach to be taken to our final destination, Vindolanda. 

 

Vindolanda is in total contrast to Housesteads, being situated in a valley some distance 

away from the wall. We first looked round the excellent museum full of amazing finds 

and where you can also watch a video telling the story of probably the most important 

archaeological discovery from this site, the Vindolanda Writing Tablets, which have been 
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such a valuable source of information about life in Roman Britain. Then, after lunch in 

the superb café, a tour of the site, owned by the Vindolanda Trust, who run excavations 

every summer.  

 

We saw the usual buildings we had come to expect, then under the north and south 

defenses and saw the walls of some small roundhouses of which no one really knows 

their purpose.  One interpretation is that they were used as accommodation for prisoners 

of war. We also saw evidence of the civil settlement with shops and houses lining the 

street. Current excavation work is uncovering further buildings and we were shown some 

of the finds which were turning up. 

 

Finally we went to the site of the Roman cemetery which contained several burial tombs 

and a small Romano-Celtic temple, bringing our visit to this most interesting site to a 

close. It had been another hugely enjoyable day but the time had come to return to the 

hotel then home. We did however have time to enjoy a pot of tea on the terrace of the 

hotel in the company of Julian, Mark and his partner before we left, which was a pleasant 

way to end three wonderful days.  
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Riverside Stonehenge Project             Bill Atkinson 

 

A good turnout of AVAS members arrived at Wessex Archaeology for the visit to 

Stonehenge organized by Andy Manning.  We duly drove off in convoy to just beyond 

the monument and trekked back to the dig base camp adjacent to the Visitor Centre for an 

initial briefing from Professor Mike Parker-Pearson.  See photograph below.  From this 

we learned the full extent of the excavations this year.  

 

 As we know from Time Team, if not our 

own experience, that the full extent of the 

finds does not come in until the eleventh 

hour, so there were some sketchy results at 

this stage, but it was clear that this year a 

number of long held hypotheses were going 

to be severely challenged by this years 

results! 

 

Our first trench site was to be the Palisade 

area to the west of Stonehenge.  Thankfully 

we had our walking boots with us, as it was 

going to be a long hike to see even a small 

sample of the trenches opened this year.   

 

The Palisade trench revealed what appeared 

to be Bronze Age field boundaries with 

ditch boundaries and evidence of some 

lengths of palisade walls, but not of any 

discernable connection to the henge area. 

 

As can be seen from the two pictures below, the ditch is not a particularly spectacular 

feature, but it did produce the pottery finds shown by the trench supervisor which gave 

good dating evidence for these relatively undisturbed features which indicated activity 

into the Iron Age also.  The initial conclusion was that this part of the landscape was 

agricultural. 
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We moved on to the trench under the supervision of Julian Richards which was close to 

the Visitor Centre and the north side of the A344 and close to the henge.  This was also 

an area relatively undisturbed over the millennia and only twenty five square metres, this 

being the restriction imposed by the National Trust, and to a depth of about 20 cms.   

See the photographs below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second photograph shows a better picture of the jumble of stone chippings revealed.  

This site is the area where the stone masons at the time of the erection of the stones 

would have worked, which is borne out by the finding of a number of hammer stones and 

large numbers of sarcen stone chippings interspersed by occasional chippings of blue 

stone.  An enlarged trench would have proved very rewarding but this was not to be, this 

year! 

 

Our next port of call was the excavation of the Avenue, some twenty five metres north of 

the A344.  See the general view on the right, below. 

 

This shows the cambered pathway bounded 

by the two ditches running on either side.  

The picture to the left shows the profile of 

the westerly ditch, which is quite deep for its 

width. 

 

The main track showed rutting along its 

length, but this was found to be periglacial 

striations from the last Ice Age.  
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We were conducted down the Avenue to the bend towards the east where work was being 

done on the re-excavation of trenches dug by Atkinson over fifty years ago.  

Investigations in this area yielded more evidence than that uncovered in the first dig and 

corroborated that the Avenue did indeed turn here towards the east. 

 

Indications of cart tracks were found 

in this trench, but discerning them 

was difficult in this case.  The 

bottom photograph shows the 

continuing ditch on the west side of 

the Avenue which has the same sort 

of profile as that seen at the top of 

the hill. 

 

Some of our party after proceeding 

back to the dig base camp, then went 

on to the trench at the east end of the 

cursus which was investigating not 

only the termination, but also the 

barrow which marked it.  They 

reported later that this trench, to that 

time, had produced little in the way 

of finds and consequently was rather 

disappointing. 

 

The visit was considered a great 

success and we gave a big thank you 

to Andy Manning for organizing it 

for us.  We were also most grateful, 

and said so, to our guides to the 

excavations. 

 

For a number of our AVAS 

members the chance to hear 

the Update on the full project 

by Professor Mike Parker-

Pearson at the Guildhall in 

Salisbury was a chance to get 

a more expanded and 

complete view of the results 

for the 2008 Riverside 

Stonehenge Project.  The 

surprises came thick and fast. 
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Our short tour in August had been able to see eight trenches in total, but seventeen had 

been dug in this season.  Viz.  

 3 at the east end of the Cursus 

 3 on the avenue 

 4 in the west at the Palisade 

 1 at the river end of the Avenue 

 2 in re-excavating one of the Aubury holes within the Stonehenge monument 

 

Great emphasis was placed on careful dating with great doubt being cast on burnt grain 

datings from previous excavations.  The reason for this being that small find fragments 

can be subject to substantial vertical displacement due to the action of earthworms!  

Therefore, the preferred dating material was antler pick remains which were most likely 

to be found in original deposition context.  Failing this, animal bone could be an 

acceptable alternative, but human bone was not reliable as it could have been 

ceremonially deposited at some later date to the initial construction. 

 

Excavations at the east end of the Cursus did not yield much, with one suspected pit 

turning out to be a tree throw!  However, the team did at a late date find an antler pick in 

situ which provided a carbon dating of 3600 to 3370 B.C. and the extended ditch and that 

around the long barrow were a most impressive 3.8 metres deep.  This must give some 

idea of its significance at the time of construction. 

 

The Palisade area provided, in addition to the Bronze Age pottery, the remains of a pig 

that dated to the Iron Age which lent further weight to the theory that this was initially a 

Bronze Age boundary and probably was used for agricultural purposes rather than 

occupation.   

 

Re-excavation of the Avenue bend revealed that it had a palisade in the Bronze Age.  It is 

mooted that the likely occupation area on this side of the henge would probably be in a 

dry valley between Vespasians camp and the Avon River.  A late excavation at the end of 

the Avenue on the Avon River bank gave a tantilising insight – perhaps next year?  

 

An update on last years dig has shown that the cattle bones found at Durrington Walls 

were originally from either the South West of England or Wales.  This was ascertained 

from analysis of the teeth which were from animals about nine months old and therefore 

probably used in feasting at one or other solstice.  Further dating for Durrington Walls 

indicated that the occupation area was only used for about fifty years, 2515 to 2417 B.C.  

The Circle was dated as from 2500 to 2480 B.C. and the henge and ditch from 2480 to 

2460 B.C.. 

 

Perhaps the most controversial supposition is that in the Stonehenge ditches no flint axes 

were found and markings in the ditch walls are of a characteristic for digging with a 

metal tool and definitely not like those dug with flint or antler tools.  Consequently this, if 

correct, would push the earliest date for the use of copper axes back to about 2500 B.C.! 

We have not got the definitive story on The Riverside Stonehenge 2008 Project yet, so 

we will have to wait a bit longer yet for a definitive report. 
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Theories, archaeology and academia in conflict!          Bill Atkinson  

 

Dr. Thor Heyerdahl, was an anthropologist who lectured in his native Norway.   He 

proposed a theory that there were connections between Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Mayan 

civilization of central America and between Peru and Polynesia.  He contended that the 

ancient world had had the capability to cross the seas, to migrate and possibly trade over 

long distances. 

 

“Who is Dr. Thor Heyerdahl?” you may ask.  It may mean more if you have read „The 

Kon Tiki expedition‟ which describes a journey in 1947 by balsa log raft from Peru to 

Easter Island.  In addition he undertook voyages from Mesopotamia (Iraq) to Djibouti at 

the entrance to the Red Sea opposite to Aden in 1977-78 and from Safi in Morocco across 

the Atlantic Ocean almost to Barbados in 1969, using authentic copies of reed boats from 

ancient pictures. From this experiment he contended that the occurrences of step 

pyramids in each of these areas pointed to a common source for these religious 

monuments.   

 

On a visit to Tenerife we visited the Pyramids of Guimar to see the site and an exhibition 

set up by the late Dr. Thor Heyerdahl.  Prior to the holiday I had done a little research on 

the Internet and whist there, in their bookshop followed, by a visit to the Museum of 

Anthropology in Santa Cruz.  I can recommend a visit to both if you find yourself in that 

part of the Canary Islands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The contentious question is „Who built these pyramids?‟, shown above.  His theory was 

that these were built by the pre-Hispanic civilization on Tenerife, known as the 

Guanches.  These were a stone age people who lead a simple life as „hunter gathers‟ with 

a small amount of agriculture to produce barley, wheat, beans and fruit.  Their technology 

was very limited with no metal on the islands, but plenty of obsidian which was used for 

simple hand tools in the same manner as Paleolithic peoples working with flint. 
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Life was well organized and peaceful with Tenerife dived into ten kingdoms before the 

arrival of the Spanish in 1402.  They had no knowledge of weaving or ship building and 

so there was no regular contact with the outside world or even between the islands.  So 

the big unanswered question was where did they come from and how did they get there? 

 

There is a general consensus that they are from the same stock as the Berbers who live in 

the Atlas Mountains in north west Africa, but how they got there is unknown and the 

preserve of much academic wrangling.  Some conjecture that they were taken there by 

the Phoenicians in, or since the 5th. Century B.C., but why then was their civilization so 

primitive?  The Roman historian, Pliny knew of them and spoke of the land of Atlantis 

but without any real understanding other than perhaps that it was a volcanic area afflicted 

by a great catastrophe.   

 

The main academic arguments against Dr Heyerdahls‟ theory is that the „received 

wisdom‟ is that the primitive peoples of the Middle East before the Iron Age did not have 

the skills or knowledge of how to navigate at sea and out of sight of land.  All the 

adventures by Thor Heyerdahl and his intrepid companions have only proved that these 

ancient technologies could possibly have provided a gateway for the beliefs and religious 

practices to be transmitted between the Mediterranean and the wider world.  The major 

problem for all these theories is that there is no concrete proof and archaeology has been, 

as yet, unable to provide any definitive evidence.   

 

Dr. Heyerdahl fell into the classic error of „adding two and two together‟ and making 

more than four!  Since his death, the leaflets provided at the Pyramids of Guimar 

Museum now invite the visitors to view the site and make up their own minds. 

 

There is much work in the field for archaeologists to do and also for historians to research 

(a good knowledge of Spanish would help) and I can think of no more congenial part of 

the world to do such studies.  See below replicas of two of the reed boats at Guimar. 
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The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 19-40 with thirty three members present. 

  

1. Apologies were received from: Mr. Keith Baldwyn, Mrs. Penny Copland-Griffiths, Mrs. 

W. Haskell, Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Light, Miss Helen Moore, Mr. John Pemberton, Mr. 

Mike Tizzard, Mrs. Jessie Williams, Miss M. Wynne-Davies. 

 

2. The minutes of the last AGM held on 2
nd

. May, 2007 were made available to the 

membership as a true record of the meeting.  Acceptance of the report was proposed by 

Mr. T. Steptoe and seconded by Mr. G. Brisdion.  The motion was carried, Nem Con. 

 

3. Matters arising: We were informed by Mr. Les Bailey that work on Crystal Hollow is still 

underway.  The AVAS website is being handed over to Mr. Steve Moody and it has 

received over 1200 „hits‟ to date.  A vote of thanks was proposed for Mr. Dave Ormans 

for hard work in setting the site up, which carried by the meeting with applause. 

 

4. Chairman‟s report: It is a fact of life that one or two archaeological societies, trusts, and 

other groups, running along similar lines to ours, are experiencing lower activity levels, 

reduced membership numbers and general uneasiness. This trend has been noted 

nationally and indeed has been detected by some of our neighbouring organisations. I 

believe it is associated with the epidemic of current social history in this country where 

our population is in danger of languishing into an over-domination of media provoked 

laziness, non-participation and a general disinterest in involvement with the world that 

continues to exist outside the spheres within which they are confining themselves. 

 

You may well ask, “what on earth is he talking about ?”   Philosophical fictionist !  The 

point  I‟m making is that archaeology has enjoyed a number of years where our 

population has become enthralled and captivated by the things we do. Statistics show that 

the trend continues but is now becoming the subject of an interest which is now being 

viewed from a back-seat and in a sedentary manner. I‟m pleased to find that AVAS has 

not succumbed to that trend. This society is as buoyant and active as it always has been. 

In fact we are enjoying a period of expansion, rejuvenation and revitalisation. We are on 

a „high‟ and our sights are set to continue being so. 

 

With our sails confidently set, I have decided to withdraw from a further term of office as 

Chair of AVAS. I believe that those elected to the steering committee will undoubtedly 

continue to further the horizons of our society and I have made it known that I am still 

available on a consultative basis, to advise if requested to. 

 

We have enjoyed a good year. Our membership is „up‟ and I believe we have gone a long 

way towards satisfying the hunger for „getting involved in archaeology‟ that most of our 

members have a craving for. We are facilitators, we are all approachable and exceedingly 

friendly and it works. You, the members, are precisely the reason that it works, and we 

Annual General Meeting 

The thirty-fourth Annual General Meeting of the Avon Valley 

Archaeological Society held on Wednesday 7
nd

. May 2008 at 7.30pm. 

in the Ann Rose Hall, Greyfriars Community Centre, Christchurch 

Road, Ringwood, Hampshire. 

 
 

APPENDIX I 



 33 

should all thank each other, for the efforts you make and the contribution that each 

member makes. There is much work to be done on post excavation, report writing, 

research and recording. We are increasing our social events and as proved beyond a 

doubt, at our dining-out night in March, the fun and enjoyment has only just started. 

Make sure you have the mosquito cream and the coming barbecue event on Saturday, the 

30
th
 June, firmly marked up in your diaries. See you all there. 

 

The evening following our recent committee meeting, AVAS founder member Tony 

Light, who has been the societies‟ Field Director since year one, approached me to ask if 

he could relinquish his position and revert to a more consultative role as an advisor. 

Tony, it can be said, is a national authority on a vast sphere of archaeological subject 

matters, is highly respected and regarded in the archaeological world and is really the key 

player behind the much acclaimed status that our society has enjoyed for many, many 

years. Tony has much work to complete and we should back him in all his efforts to reach 

satisfactory conclusions regarding that work. Stephen Moody has functioned as Deputy 

Field Director for many years now and is able to undertake Directorship in Tony‟s wake. 

I would recommend to you all, that this should be recognized as of this meeting. Clearly 

AVAS would like to benefit from Tony‟s expertise for years to come and I believe the 

recommendation that I have just outlined, would be in the best interests of all concerned. 

 

5. Presentation of the Chairman‟s Trophy for 2007/2008: The citation on the shield records 

“PRESENTED ANNUALLY AS THE CHAIRMAN‟S AWARD FOR WORK WHICH 

HAS BENEFITTED THE SOCIETY”.  Tony was presented with the shield by my 

predecessor Jeff Collins, in 1985, twenty-two years ago. The winner this year, does a 

huge amount for AVAS, behind the scenes, has to be an out and out expert at „chatting 

up‟ and has all the aplomb of a member of the diplomatic corps. The role played is very 

often highly stressful. I make no hesitation in awarding the trophy to a highly deserving 

winner, Ann Ireland. 

 

6. Hon. Treasurer‟s report: Full details are at the back of this minute. 

 

7. Field Director‟s report:  The main thrust for the digs undertaken is to get the 

documentation up to date.  The New Forest Section will be carrying out a weekend dig 

over the Bank Holiday weekend commencing 25
th
. August 2007. 

 

8. Library report:  The Library and archive continues to be one of the great assets of the 

society. I very much hope that my standing down from the committee will afford me a 

little more time to expel on the collections. I still dream of the day when the library has a 

home of its own, where the collections can be viewed and researched at leisure, by 

members. If the collections were to be opened up to general public use and research, and 

this is all very dependent on whether a suitable home is found for it, I think it highly 

likely that an application for lottery funding could be considered and some valuable time 

could be spent in engineering a lottery application. 

 

On a somewhat sad note, I eventually delivered the residues of the book collections that 

belonged to our former Honorary Member, Pauline Stevenson and her daughter, Philippa 

Archer, who predeceased her, to the surviving grandson and son. I was thanked for caring 

for the box-loads which were then deposited in a damp garage and I believe there was an 

intention to organise an eventual sale through a dealer. I‟m afraid it was a case of a vast 

and very useful research collection which I rescued from Pauline‟s previous home, under 

her instructions, having been stored for her in my home for a number of years, and I think 



 34 

is now lost. Such is life.  Please continue to search for premises for the AVAS Library. It 

is homeless! 

 

9. National Archaeology Days 2008:  We shall be putting on an exhibition of our work 

again at the Meeting House, opposite the „Furlong‟ on Saturday 14
th
. July 2007.  It was 

emphasized that this was an all-members-event and we ask for a good turn out, not only 

for those setting up the exhibition but also for as many as could attend at some time 

during the day to talk to visitors and allow those tending the stalls to have some break 

times. 

 

10. Election of Officers:  At this stage of the Meeting the Hon. Secretary took over the role of 

Chairman for the election process.  A number of multiple nominations have been 

received from members, but there have been no more than one person nominated for any 

of the positions of Officers for the Society.  Proposals for the Officers were received from 

Mr. A. Light and were seconded by Mr. M.A. Hodges, as follows: 

 

Chairman - Mark Vincent 

Hon. Treasurer -  Harold Hanna 

Hon. Secretary  -  Bill Atkinson 

Vice-Chairman  - Stephen Moody 

 

The Meeting voted upon these nominations and they were accepted, „nem con‟. 

Proposals for other Committee members were received from Mr. M.A. Hodges and 

seconded by Miss M. Wynne-Davies, as follows: 

 

Nigel Morris and John Pemberton 

 

Marilyn Harvey also was proposed, by Mrs. C. Moody and seconded by Mr. M.A. 

Hodges.  There being no further nominations, the Meeting voted upon these nominations 

and they were accepted, „nem con‟. 

 

Proposals for our two Hon. Auditors, Mr. Tony Light and Mr. Tony Taylor, to be re-

elected was proposed by Miss H. Moore and seconded by Mrs. C. Moody.  Both being 

prepared to continue in their valued role, the Meeting voted upon these nominations and 

they were accepted, „nem con‟. 

 

The meeting was reminded that Mr. Trevor Steptoe had been our Chairman for the past 

seven years and that we could not see him give up that position without recalling all the 

hard work and dedication that he had put into our Society over that time.  Not everything 

that he had done was immediately seen by our membership because so much had been 

achieved in the background.  The Meeting expressed its admiration and thanks by giving 

him a resounding three cheers!  We know that we are not loosing him as he will continue 

to be our Librarian.  We also say a big thank you to Mr. Dave Orman, as he steps down 

from the Committee.  We shall miss him, but he will continue to serve the Society as our 

„Web Master‟ and doubtless keep us up to speed with our bottles! 

 

The Chairmanship of the Meeting was then formally handed over to our new Chairman, 

Mr. Mark Vincent. 
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11. Any other business:  Mr. Nigel Morris reminded us that he needed names for those who 

wished to attend our BBQ on Saturday 30
th
. June 2007.  This was also the opportunity to 

bring members contributions for this years Newsletter. 

 

Mr. L. Bailey raised the issue of the „Crystal Hollow‟ report and sought clarification on 

progress towards publication.  The need to get the drawing work on the finds completed 

was highlighted and Mr. Frank Green suggested that funding could be found to get some 

tuition for a class of members to be trained and tackle the outstanding work.  The 

Committee promised that these issues would be given a high priority in this coming year. 

 

An appeal was made by Mr. D. Orman for members to get into the habit of making 

contributions to our AVAS website. 

 

Mr. Nigel Morris mooted the planning of a members Skittles evening and this was 

warmly received. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 21-11. 



 36 

 

AVON VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2007 

 

 

REGISTERED CHARITY NO: 289516 

 

 

Aims and Organisation 
 
The Society was established in 1974; it is governed by its Rules, as amended from time to time by 

the members in general meeting. 

 

The Society‟s objects are to promote the interest in and study of archaeology for the benefit of the 

general public.  The Society‟s principal areas of activity are the Avon Valley and surrounding 

areas of South West Hampshire, East Dorset and South Wiltshire. 

 

 

Trustees 

 
The trustees who served on the Committee during the year were as follows: 

 

 

T. J. Steptoe  Chairman 

 

C. W. Atkinson Hon. Secretary  

 

M. A. Vincent Vice Chairman  

 

H. J. A. Hanna Hon. Treasurer 

 

D. Orman 

 

S. J. Moody 

 

N.  Morris  

 

Co-opted Committee members (not trustees): 

 

 J. Pemberton    (co-opted 3 May 2006) 

 

The administration of the Society is carried out on a voluntary basis by the trustees; there are no 

employees. 

 

The trustees are elected annually by the members at the Annual General Meeting. 
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AVON VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2007 (cont’d) 

 

 

Activities and Achievements 
 
During the year, the Society continued its educational activities with its programme of Winter 

lectures, the publication of the annual Newsletter, and the provision of displays at the History 

With Wings event held at Sopley in April and in Ringwood  as part of National Archaeology 

Days in July.  Active field work during the year has included further exploration of a Romano-

British site at Folds Farm, North of Godshill and additional work on a mediaeval site at Ipley 

Manor. The post excavation analysis of material from the Crystal Hollow excavation site at 

Godshill continues.  Members also co-operated with other local societies in undertaking survey 

and excavation work, notably the New Forest Section of the Hampshire Field Club on various 

sites in the New Forest. 

 

 

 

Financial Review 

 
The day to day operating expenses of the Society were again met from the members‟ 

subscriptions and meeting fees.  

 

In addition to meeting the day to day costs of its activities, the Society is seeking to build up its 

reserves in order to meet future publication costs.  The trustees are satisfied that the general 

financial position disclosed by the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2007 is sound. 

 

On behalf of the Trustees 

 

 

 

H J A Hanna FCA 

Hon. Treasurer 

 

 

11 April 2007 

 

 

6 Cliffe Road 

Barton on Sea 

New Milton 

Hants 

BH25 7PB 
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 

31 MARCH 2007 

 

 

General Fund   

 2007 2006 

Income   

Subscriptions received 860.00 477.00 

Donations 7.00 125.34 

Meeting fees 413.50 369.00 

Bank deposit interest 68.79 49.25 

Newsletter sales and advertising 14.00 94.50 

 1,163.29 1,115.09 

   

Less Expenses   

Room hire - Greyfriars,  Ringwood 318.00 135.00 

Speakers fees and expenses 265.00 278.00 

Secretarial expenses 0.00 27.35 

Subscriptions and affiliation fees 86.00 73.00 

Library expenses 13.00 12.50 

Insurance 159.90 156.90 

Newsletter expenses 0.00 0.00 

Visit expenses 25.00 0.00 

Display & presentation costs 0.00 25.00 

Committee meeting expenses 0.00 20.00 

Sundry expenses 0.00 25.00 

 879.90 752.75 

   

Surplus for the year £283.39 £362.34 

   

   

Note:   

Expenses for the year paid in April 2007 and not included above:  

   

Room hire 0.00 92.00 

Subscriptions 0.00 20.00 

Newsletter costs 100.00 0.00 
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BALANCE SHEET AT 31 MARCH 2007 

 

 

Reserves 2007 2006 

Balance brought forward 1 April 

2006 

4,738.30 4,375.96 

Surplus for the year 283.39 362.34 

Balance carried forward 31 March 

2007 

5,021.69 4,738.30 

Represented by:   

Cash at bank £5,021.69 £4,738.30 

 

 
 
 
 
 

H.J.A. Hanna F.C.A. - Hon Treasurer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Report of the Auditors 

 

 

 
In our opinion, these Accounts are in accordance with the books and records of the 
Society and the information and explanations given to us. 
 

 
A.D. Taylor F.C.A. 
 
A. Light                                                        Hon. Auditors 
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Social Events for 2008 – 09   Nigel Morris       APPENDIX II 
  

 On Saturday June 22
nd

 we held our annual B.B.Q. by kind permission of Mark at his 

farm, where approx. 35 people attended. The venue was a superb site backing on to the 

river. Anne Ireland kindly did the catering and Bill Atkinson cooked the food on a gas 

B.B.Q. kindly lent by John Pemberton and again there was plenty of excellent food and 

nobody went hungry!! Thanks to all our helpers. 

  

In August we had a tour of Christchurch Common and St. Catherine's Hill and a very 

good explanation by Sue Newman and Mike Tizzard on what the history of area.  After 

that we had an excellent Cream Tea at Alan and Marilyn Harvey's house in Christchurch. 

Many thanks to all our helpers. 

  

Once again, Saturday October 25
th

. was a Skittles evening at Godshill Village Hall!  A 

happy gathering of 27 of us had a very good evening of sport, crowned by a prize draw, 

where everybody was a winner!!  The catering was done by Anne Ireland, who made sure 

that everyone had enough to eat. Again, many thanks to everyone who helped, for 

making this a most successful evening. 

  

Future Events for your diary! 
  

Saturday  February 21
st
. 2009  - be prepared for our Annual Dinner at the Old Vicarage 

Restaurant, Wimborne Road, Northborne.  Starting at 6.45 p.m. There is plenty to eat, so 

don't eat too much lunch!! Approximate cost is expected to be £6 each.  The latest date 

for is booking February 4th. 2009! 

  

On July 12
th

. 2009, we to have a free visit to Martin Green's farm at Sixpenny Handley. 

Bring your own „Picnic Lunch‟, which can be eaten, if the weather is fine, at the wildlife 

pond or, if the weather is inclement (unthinkable!), can be eaten in the barn. We are 

limited 30 people, so please book as soon as you can to save disappointment.  

  

If you didn't make any of the past events and wish to come this year, please do so as we 

would be very pleased to welcome you to them. Also, if you have any suggestions on any 

new events, please let me have them. 

 

N.B. We have two photographs, one of National Archaeology week at Salisbury Museum 

and the other of members enjoying the BBQ food. 

 

       

  




