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Editorial 
Our Newsletter has a little of the ‘last minute-ish’ look this year!  With two November 

activities to include in our news articles!  Once again we have our ‘official business’ in the 

Appendices and ‘Social events’ to close our Newsletter.  We have, as always, a varied and 

interesting selection of contributions to ensure that you will read this Newsletter from cover 

to cover! 

We reminded you last year that when events happen, we would appreciate if our members 

would take photographs (and passing them on), and it has happened!  Keep on passing them, 

with a few written comments (if possible), to Steve Moody please. We can then continue to 

publish them on the web site under ‘Past Events’ - we really need YOU TO CONTINUE 

sharing your news and views! 

Our selection of articles this year covers a really wide swathe of human activity, from twenty 

thousand years ago to the twentieth century.  So just read on!  Not everything in our articles 

is concerned with looking back – see the Social section and STOP PRESS. We don’t want to 

sound repetitive but we cannot let the chance go by without again thanking Ann Ireland, for a 

superb Winter Programme.  Well Done! 

As I always say, if anyone has any interesting exhibits, photographs or news, remember that 

you have an opportunity to share it at our ‘Members Evening’, the first Wednesday in 

January 2010.  Just contact Bill Atkinson on (01722) 326 978 or by email at 

absbilla@aol.com and make an Hon. Sec. happy, as well as our members that evening! 
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Walking to Giles Well                 Marilyn Harvey 
   

At Folds Farm the land owner Mrs Cutts has mentioned that there is what she believes is an Ice House.  

It is situated in the lane which runs to the NE of the site.  Frank Green and a colleague from New Forest 

Parks Authority made a few enquiries but drew a blank.  I looked in Jean Westlakes book „The Story Of 

Godshill‟ to see what might turn up and Vanessa trawled the maps available on the internet.   

 

Jean Westlakes book has a map dated 1919, which shows all the Godshill village wells and School Lane 

which becomes Breech Lane which then turns into the track that leads past the „Ice House‟.  Sadly no 

mention of an Ice House or a building that might warrant having one, as they are mostly associated with 

quite grand houses.  As luck would have it the map stops short of the area that we are interested in.  

However there are lots of references to wells and springs in the area.  One such was Giles Well, which 

appeared from the writings to be in the vicinity that we were looking at.  No mention of Giles Well on 

the OS maps though.  Another blank!   

 

Then Vanessa came up trumps looking at „Drivers Maps Of The New Forest 1814‟ and there was Giles 

Well and in roughly the right vicinity.  So we decided to have a walk to try and locate Giles Well and 

have a better look at the Ice House.   

 

Rachel, Vanessa and I started at the village of Godshill, locating the old school and Church.  We took the 

track School Lane that becomes Breech Lane and followed it N past the edge of Sandy Balls campsite.  

We walked then NW until we came to a stile where the path crossed a field northwards into woodland.  

This path leads down to a stream, Millersford.   

 

At this point is where we believe Giles Well is located or more likely at the next ford to the W.  We 

could not find the exact well site as, if it still exists, it is in the back garden of one of the houses there.  

We carried on North then West towards Folds Farm, passing a row of cottages to our left.  One strange 

aside is that there is one cottage and garage which has a substantial amount of flint in its build?  Not a 

local resource, could it be possible recycling of building materials from a previous building?  Our 

archaeological site is just over the hill, just a thought! 

 

Moving on after lunch we passed Folds Farm and took Breech Lane going in a south east direction until 

we came to the site of the „Ice House‟.  It is built into the bank on the north side of the hill.  Lifting the 

cap just revealed a dark hole full of water but thankfully we had digital cameras with us.  Raising the cap 

as high as we could we took several photos.  Revealed was a substantial tank full of very clear, clean 

looking water.   

Pipes, presumably to drain spring water from 

the hill came in from the south side of the tank 

also from the east.  The only visible outlet pipe 

seemed to be high up on the north side and 

looked like a possible overflow.  The east side 

had no visible pipes either in or out but as that 

side goes downhill, presuming it is a spring 

water collection tank and that is the obvious 

place for the outlet.   

 

The whole build is substantial brick and 

concrete, see photos.  Depth of water was over 

1.5m, tested by „dip a handy stick in‟ method 

and that was the largest available.   
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Nearby is a dressed flagstone with a metal 

trough below, the stone has a square hole cut 

through the centre.  

 

We came home and sent the emails flying, 

thoughts so far are that it is a spring water 

collection tank most likely built in the Victorian 

period, the pipes and quality of build imply this 

era.  The flagstone with the square cut hole may 

have been on top of the cistern, possibly with a 

hand pump inserted.  The trough may have been 

used to water animals up on the hill.  The 

village of Godshill was only put on to mains 

water in 1950, so it is possible that this tank 

supplied the farm and associated buildings with 

water for much longer.   

 

On the day of our Geophysical survey work we 

returned briefly to the area with a few AVAS 

members to see what they made of it.  It was 

agreed that it could not have been an Ice House 

and that it was Victorian built, due to the type 

of construction and the bricks used.  The build 

is such that there should be records of it 

somewhere and it is also likely to be marked on 

local maps.  So it is back to maps again, another 

record may be in the deeds of Folds Farm 

house.  When time allows and pending 

permission from the land owner, it would be 

beneficial to return with some tapes, trowels 

and a proper measuring stick, to do a more 

detailed survey of the feature.  

 
When time permits and if members can give 

some time to further research, this could prove a 

most interesting field for some research. 

 

A visit to the site would make an interesting 

walk and would be doubly rewarding bearing in 

mind the views and surroundings. 

n 
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Re-visiting wartime Devon.                               Mark Vincent 
 
In a previous edition of the AVAS newsletter, I mentioned  a collection of wartime photos which were 

taken by my Great Uncle, Squadron Leader Hubert Dinwoodie,GC . From the winter of 1940, he worked 

as a boffin at the Air Ministry and was particularly involved in devising methods of dealing with new 

types of German bombs. His extensive photo collection has led to many evenings of detective work as 

none of the pictures are captioned and in fact the only clues are the numbers on the back of each picture. 

One series of photos in particular seemed to have been taken on a single wartime journey around the 

West Country and this has provided an excuse for several expeditions to Devon over recent months. The 

main point of interest in the old photos was a wrecked aircraft which was being picked over by the RAF 

recovery team and it seemed an interesting exercise to try and locate the site to see the changes that had 

occurred since the war. The numbers on the photos dated them to the spring of 1942 and as this 

coincided with the Exeter Blitz, a search was made of the records to look for possible incidents. The one 

that seemed to fit the bill was the destruction of a German Dornier 217 bomber on the night of 23
rd

/24
th
 

April 1942 at Shute near Axminster, so an outing was arranged. After driving for miles along the narrow 

Devon lanes,  the site was successfully located. Very little change had taken place over the years apart 

from the removal of two lengths of hedgerow. The Exeter railway line still runs alongside the field, and 

until recently, it was still possible to climb the overgrown steps to the embankment as uncle had done in 

order to take pictures of the site. In the photos, the RAF squad are seen towing out a defused bomb 

across a roadside ditch with their Bedford truck, having built a culvert for the purpose. Strangely, the 

pipes they laid are still there, having been religiously avoided by council ditch diggers for nearly 70 

years!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since the site was located, a great deal of information about the incident has been uncovered in the 

National Archives by AVAS member Tony Harrocks. We were recently invited by the Local History 

Society to give a presentation about the bomber at Colyton, and a number of relics were displayed which 

had recently been located by members with the aid of a metal detector (it should be pointed out that all 

four of the German crewmen parachuted from the bomber as it came down so there are no human 

remains in the wreckage, and hopefully uncle did a professional job on the bombs!) Since then, the local 

historians have continued a methodical search of the site and have kindly invited us to attend- finds 

included large numbers of aluminium fragments, electrical parts and machine gun shell cases from the 

bomber‟s 13mm lower guns. Initially, it was thought that the lack of firing pin marks indicated that the 

bullets had “cooked off” in the crash, but subsequent research revealed that the guns were fired 

electrically like their modern counterparts, demonstrating the advanced German technology of the time. 

The cases seem to date from 1940 from their „head stamps‟. 
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It is clear from the wartime pictures that the bombload had not 

been dropped when the aircraft hit the ground- in normal use, 

the bombs were electrically armed as they left the plane to 

ensure the safety of the German armourers and crew. The 

Dornier could carry two of the bombs pictured which weighed 

over 1000kg and were known as “Hermanns” because of their 

resemblance to the tubby Reichsmarshall Goering.  After 

defusing the bombs, which were fitted with anti-removal booby-

traps,Uncle‟s squad took them for recycling to the “bomb 

cemetary”at Meldon ballast Quarry on the Northern edge of 

Dartmoor. This area has also been visited over the Autumn and 

is still immediately recognisable from the old photographs. 

 

The actual work of defusing the bombs at Shute was entrusted 

to US Navy men who were learning the techniques in order to 

set up their own training programme. Individual officers had 

been training in Britain as early as 1940 presumably with the 

status of neutral “observers.” Uncle must have visited Devon 

several times after the crash as he photographed the ruins of 

Exeter after the heaviest raids of early May 1942. The 

mediaeval heart of the city was badly damaged and his photos 

show the gutted historic buildings off the High Street amid a sea 

of rubble. The destruction of the Chapel of St.James at the 

Cathedral is also recorded. I did not expect to find any traces of 

the damage in the light of post-war reconstruction, but 

amazingly the walls of several burned out shops and houses are 

still there looking rather like the ruins of Pompeii. They have 

been left in place as a memorial, although some of the upper 

walls have been pulled down for safety. St. Stephen‟s church 

provides a useful marker in the above photos. The 1942 view 

was taken several weeks after the raid on a subsequent visit to 

Devon- some of the pavements have been cleared of rubble 

although the burned out remains of the mediaeval buildings 

have not yet been made safe. Today, the corner of the old 

building on the left still stands amidst the post-war office blocks 

which have sprung up in the city‟s reconstruction.  

 

Much more detective work is waiting to be done on the rest of 

the photo collection which shows incidents all over the country. 

Some locations have been found but many more await 

discovery. 
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Cueve Pileta overlooking the river Guardiaro   Bill Atkinson 
  
To visit Andalusia without a tour of the „Parc Natural‟ is to miss a great treat.  The mountains rise 

majestically s one goes inland from the Costa del Sol until emerge on the rolling fertile plain at about 750 

metres above sea level which has a more temperate climate than the coast.  The surprising thing which 

found was that there is a wide scatter of sites in the area covering occupation from the Mesolithic to the 

Moorish period and so little is known about internationally. 

 

In the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods much of the archaeology is being discovered in caves carved by 

water through the limestone rock.  Throughout this region there have been a number of inhabited caves 

with early finds, the system at Ardales (pronounced R-deel-ez) and the Pileta cave being pre-eminent.  

Our timing in early summer meant that the Pileta cave was the only one which could get entrance to, as 

access is very restricted in order to conserve the cave paintings. 

 

Pileta Cave was discovered one hundred and four years ago when a farmer went in search of bat guano 

and entered through a „chimney‟ used by many bats.  He discovered that he was in an immense cave 

system with many geological wonders, but also signs of human habitation.  Fortunately he appreciated 

the value of these finds and called upon expert advice to evaluate what he had discovered.  To learn of 

the history you need to read the book The Pileta Cave by Jose Bullon Gimenez, ISBN: 978-84-96607-53-

8 which provides fascinating reading. 

 

Approaching the cave from the small car park just off the road from Benaojan, not far from Ronda, we 

had to scramble up a steep narrow path up the mountain side where we congregated with a small party of 

fifteen (all nationalities).  We entered though a round entrance crouched down, into a small chamber 

where we collected pressure lamps required, so as not provide too much light which would damage the 

cave paintings.  This cave entrance had been deliberately blocked in Neolithic times when it was 

abandoned as a dwelling, so the cave had been undisturbed by anything except bats until 1905. 

On starting our kilometre and a half trek into 

the extensive cave system we were treated to 

fascinating water formations of stalactites and 

stalagmites, but also with a coating of bat guano 

on the floor!  Some of the stalagmites had been 

broken off and a shallow depression made in 

the tops to be filled with animal fat to make 

lighting in what had been living areas, plus soot 

markings up some of the walls where cooking 

fires had been sited.  The Mesolithic peoples 

had had trouble with lodgers in the form of 

brown bears who had left tell tale marks where 

they had sharpened their claws!   

Humans won through their use of fire, though 

the bears had the advantage of better sight in 

low light conditions.  Bears‟ teeth and bones 

have been found which confirm this 

interpretation. 

 

Proof of human habitation has been found with the skeleton of a woman which proved to be 6000 years 

old, young compared to the red ochre paintings in „the sanctuary‟ dated as being 20,000 years old!  The 

earliest paintings executed in red ochre are confirmed to be Mesolithic in origin, whilst the black ones 

are Neolithic.  Pottery, flint tools and additional human bones as well as bones from food waste have 

been recovered from the whole habitation period.   
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A sample of the of the paintings gives some idea of the 

skill, imagination and dexterity of the artists.  Cro-

Magnon man was not only well adapted to this 

environment, not only in the cave dwellings but hunting 

in the surrounding country side.  

 

The pictures give us a very good idea of the types of 

animals that they hunted for food and their 

understanding of their habits. 

 

 

The pregnant mare is a very creditable representation of 

a horse which gives us some idea of the life style of 

these people.  They obviously had sufficient time to 

give to art and recording over and above that required 

for feeding themselves and making tools and clothing. 

 

Decoration was obviously important to the artists as 

they used colours and background detail to give a sense 

of where their quarry might be found. 

 

 

The Palaeolithic illustration of the fish does not seem to 

be out of the ordinary as the river Guardiaro flows down 

the valley about a kilometre from the cave dwelling, but 

this fish has been identified as probably a sea fish.  This 

cave is about forty miles from the coast! 

 

It seems unlikely that fish would be traded so far inland, 

but it may indicate that the artist had possibly migrated 

from the coastal region and was recording his past 

experiences. 

 
The final picture shown is called the Icarus drawing, but 

is probably showing representations of birds of prey.  In 

addition we can see what appear to be tally marks.  

Could these be records of hunting or a primitive 

calendar? 

 

If you visit Rondo on holiday then make time to visit 

this cave.  I have only been able to give a slight taste of 

this important site. 
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Some lesser known Roman remains in Andalusia          Bill Atkinson 

 
The regional archaeologists in Andalusia are yet to get the full support and funding that we have in Great 

Britain, though more would be welcome!  However, they are starting to realise that archaeology can 

attract tourism.  There is much to see and discover, as we found out, from the coast to the Parque Natural 

de Los Alcornocales and beyond to the fertile plains towards Sevilla. 

 

Our first ports of call were at San Pedro, near Marbella 

on the Costa del Sol.  In Roman times this had been a 

rich area catching fish for export all over the Empire as 

salted fish and also as garum. 

 

 Our first photograph is of a Christian basilica, not far 

from the sea and near a sizeable settlement, yet to be 

discovered.  The part we are looking at is the apse end 

of the church, which is quite large.  Below there is a 

baptismal tank built in true Roman tradition, with a 

lining of opus signinum.  There must have been a large 

congregation as there is not only a large nave but isles 

and additional isles to the side of those. 

 

It is thought to be the oldest church in Spain and a 

notice declared it to have been founded in about 600 

B.C.! (I think they meant 600 A.D.)  This whole area 

was abandoned after the fall of the Roman Empire as 

the whole coast line came under regular pirate attack. 

 

Our next site to visit was almost on the shore and about 

two kilometres south.  As can be seen it is a quite 

imposing though ugly structure, which declared to be a 

Roman bath house, fed by an aqueduct (very little now 

left).  However, this in no way resembles a bath house 

but, in my opinion is an enormous fish processing 

factory.  This may not be something that the tourist 

office feels helps them very much! 

 

The structure comprises eight large tanks beneath a 

domed structure with multiple putt marks in the walls 

which could have been for 

 beams to carry pulleys to aid in the transfer of fish under process.  There is gallery round the top of the 

building with a circular hole in the middle of the roof.  There is no sign of any habitations in the 

immediate vicinity, but a large village of well appointed dwellings is within half a kilometre on the coast, 

to the north.  A small courtyard villa has been found there with extensive tessellated pavements depicting 

fishes, cooking utensils and kitchen/fishing tools.  It seems to suggest a rich artisans home.  I feel that the 

separation of factory from the village may have had something to do with the smells associated with the 

making of garum! 
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On visiting Torremolinos we parked near to the 

Moorish castle and looked at the remains of a fish 

process plant with two tanks.  As can be seen by all the 

rubbish allowed to accumulate on the site, the lessons of 

care and conservation have not been learned everywhere 

in Spain yet. 

 

A visit to the Roman theatre at Malaga or the new and 

impressive museum in Almeria show that things are 

improving gradually.  

 

Our next excursion was going north from Estepona over 

the Sierra Bermeja to the town of Ubrique and the over 

Sierra de Grazalema to go to Acinipo, the old Roman 

city governing the fertile lands to the north of the 

mountains.  On our climb out of Ubrique we stopped at 

a vantage point to admire the vista of the valley to the 

south when I noticed the track near to the modern road.  

On examination it became obvious that this was part of 

the Roman road between Algeciras and Acipino which 

the Moorish invasion took on their way to sack and 

destroy the Roman town before replacing it with their 

new town of Ronda. 

 

Acipino was a walled town protected on the west side 

by the land falling away in high cliff and built on a very 

large plateau covering at least fifteen acres. 

 

The town was completely flattened with the exception 

of the amphitheatre, which can be seen in the two 

photographs to the left.  There is an ongoing excavation 

in progress which will continue for many years to come 

which has uncovered a palatial  bath house complex and 

a number of well built houses and workshops beside one 

of the paved roads through the town. 

 

Walking over the site is like travelling over an open 

caste excavation with tegulae and worked and decorated 

stone lying everywhere, not to mention pottery shards.   

 

A visit to this site followed by one to Ronda is a treat 

which is not to be missed if you find yourself in this 

part of the world.  Combine these with a look at the 

white villages for a most enjoyable time. 
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Down visit Farm 12
th

 July 2009         Vanessa Golton 
 
AVAS members were invited to an afternoon visit at Martin Green‟s, Down Farm at Sixpenny Handley.  

The weather was a perfect summer‟s day and we all brought picnics, which we enjoyed, whilst sitting 

around the edge of Martin‟s large pond; a beautiful, peaceful setting and wildlife haven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We then took a walk around the farmland, which is a rich source of Archaeology that Martin has 

enthusiastically and expertly dug, recorded and generously sharing his findings over a number of years.  

We finished the afternoon with a look around the Farm‟s museum, which we never get tired of visiting, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
With it‟s finds displayed from Fossils, through Palaeolithic hand axes and everything in between, up 

until the modern history farm implements. 

 

As always, Martin was the considerate host, informative and generous with his time.  The whole party 

was appreciative of the insights into the new work being done and some were „blown away‟ by the 

museum, yet again! 
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A Visit to Eling Tide Mill          Ann Ireland 

 
On a sunny afternoon in September a number of us gathered in the shop at the mill and paid our 

extremely modest entrance fees to our guide-to-be, John Hurst, (concessions of only £1.00 instead of  

£2.00 “as they were a bit short staffed that day, and he may have to break off to attend to the shop if 

required” - he didn’t). At the appointed time this unassuming chap closed the till and moved to the 

entrance to the mill.  He then called us to order to start the tour. Using his guiding voice to be sure we  

took notice (far from the quietly spoken cashier) he had transformed into his alter ego.  His enthusiasm 

for his subject (to say nothing of his wry sense of humour) took over and we knew we were in for an 

interesting afternoon.  

 

 

First the health and safety instructions 

had to be gone through. In case of fire 

we had two alternatives. To one side we 

could escape directly onto the toll 

bridge - possibly into the path of a 

passing vehicle. Or on the other side we 

could jump into the river - at the time 

we were there the tide was well out and 

this would have landed us in quite a 

depth of, probably smelly, mud. 

Happily we were not called upon to 

make the choice.  

 

 

 

Space doesn‟t allow going into the workings and history of this most interesting mill so I took up John‟s 

offer of having this information emailed to me, a copy of which I have placed in our library. This very 

full account, with excellent diagrams, includes all sorts of facts and figures, including  information about 

the tides in the English Channel. Suffice to say John, in his idiosyncratic way, gave us all the information 

we could possibly ask for interspersed with vivid descriptions of village life in times gone by when the 

mill would have been a vital part of the community.  He gave an animated description of the football 

matches which took place between neighbouring villages, when serious injury was the norm and deaths 

not infrequent. All this and more in Johns‟ inimitable, delightfully non PC, style gave us an afternoon to 

remember and our time at the mill went all too quickly. 

 

 

Out once more in the pleasant autumn sunshine we loitered for a time on the bridge, watching aspiring 

seafarers messing about in their boats, and just enjoying the ambiance. If time had allowed we would 

liked to have looked in the nearby church but we had another appointment to keep, for Nigel had 

arranged for us to go on to Acres Down Farm near Minstead where in the garden they serve the most 

delicious cream teas to which we did full justice and which  rounding off the afternoon very nicely.                   

           Ann Ireland   

 

Photo: Janet Elkins   
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The New Forest Coastal Heritage Project   James Brown 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coastal Heritage Project surveying on Hurst 

Spit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Forest Coastal Heritage Project initiated in early 2009 intends to survey and record the 

archaeology of the Western Solent, Southampton Water and the New Forest coast over the next two 

years. 

 

The project is part of English Heritage‟s national programme of Rapid Coastal Zone Assessments and is 

made possible by the New Forest National Park and the help of several partners including: English 

Heritage, The Crown Estate, The Heritage Lottery Fund, Hampshire Country Council and Exxon Mobil 

at Fawley. 

 

The project is now well underway and is about to reach the end of the desk based assessment phase. 

When the assessment is complete, it will give us a picture of the New Forest Coast‟s archaeology 

potential as well as modelling past and future sea level change along the coast. The report will be used to 

define the areas of interest, potential, or which are under threat from human or natural pressures. These 

areas will be investigated and recorded further during phase II; Fieldwork. Early indications suggest 

there will be some really interesting archaeological sites, which will benefit from the focussed attention 

that the Coastal Heritage project will facilitate. 

 

During the fieldwork stage the New Forest National Park Coastal Heritage team will be looking for 

volunteers of all abilities and ages to help them carry out both surveys and fieldwork in the underwater 

and inter tidal environments. The National Park will shortly be releasing dates of training sessions 

allowing volunteers wanting to learn new skills or refresh forgotten ones, as well as some of the 

fieldwork dates for 2010. If you would like to be kept updated please register your interest and sign up as 

a volunteer using the contact details below. 

 

Alongside the ongoing technical work on the project there has been a large active education and outreach 

element, which has seen talks to various community and specialist interest groups, as well as sessions in 

schools and events within the New Forest. It is really important that the work done and knowledge 

collected in the New Forest is shared and enjoyed by the public and local communities, allowing for not 

only understanding of maritime archaeology, but also enjoyment, which then fosters demands for 

protection; ensuring the future of a finite resource.  Keep an eye on our website to see what events are 

happening near you, as well as checking out our recent newsletter. 
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The Roman ford at Stratford Tony    Bill Atkinson 
 

We were very fortunate to be requested to investigate the crossing of the river Ebble by the Roman road 

between Poole harbour and Sorviodnum.  The landowners, both north and south of the river, were most 

kind and supportive of our undertaking this survey.  In spite of the adverse weather forecast, five of us, 

including two local people with an interest in the history of the area, took part in a morning of evaluation 

of the sites on both sides of the river. 

 

The Ebble valley is a delightful rural area, but on closer examination has been a really busy agricultural 

location over the centuries.  We started by looking at the roman road climbing south towards Faulston 

Hole and taking a compass bearing on it, 40
0
.  This was checked with the Ordinance Survey map and it is 

most impressive as to how accurate those legionnaires were when they surveyed, laid out and built this 

military road. 

 

This first visit to the site was to evaluate what the task would involve and the practical steps that need to 

be taken.  We started on the south side of the river, but found that so much work had been done in the 

early twentieth century in creating a formal garden, a weir with a new channel to feed an ornimental duck 

pond, plus additional changes to the water course that the chances of finding any trace of the Roman 

crossing on this side were minimal!  The Roman presence had, however, been attested to by an earlier 

discovery by the land owner of bronze coin of Nero in the garden and it is in remarkably good condition. 

 

Undaunted we went via Bishopstone Church to the fields on the north side of the Ebble where we were 

surprised to find an extensive field system of old water meadows.  From the Ordinance Survey map we 

had been able to ascertain where the road entered the field and carried out a few test bores with the auger 

and struck some gravel at about seventy centimeters below the surface.  Some tests further down the field 

margin failed to show similar deposits. 

 

Walking on a compass bearing of 220
0
,
 
we went down the field 

to the river bank hoping to find an untouched headland on 

which to continue our search using the auger.  However, the 

engineering works continued right to the river.  This indicated 

that the water meadow works had completely obliterated the 

Roman road and this explained why nothing had shown up on 

Google Earth!  

 

The remaining work on the Roman road is to trace the suspected 

remains in the north east corner of the field and try to verify our 

initial suspicions.  A half day job for later in the year, in the 

sunshine! 

 

 The sun came at this point in our investigation so we spent 

some time exploring the field contours with Mark Vincent to 

point out the salient features.  The extent of the labour required 

to create the system is mind boggling and the preservation of the 

ditches for both headers and tail flows is very good.  One of the 

major tail channels we probed was about a metre deep and had 

just over thirty centimetres of silt in it, deposited since it was 

last cleaned before it went out of use. 
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In this first picture can be seen two of the top feeder channels 

taking the river inflow across the meadow and parallel to the 

river.  On the lower of the two, we found the remains of a bridge 

over the channel and at another point, stakes which would have 

held a makeshift sluice to control the flooding. 

 

The next photograph shows the bottom of a tail ditch with water 

in from the Ebble and it gives some idea of the capacity and size 

of these earth works.  The value of the grass in the early spring 

must have been essential to the rural economy for the outlay and 

work entailed.  This was probably a period when „global 

cooling‟ was the economic threat! 

 

Mark Vincent, from his personal experience and research, 

explained how the feeder ditches took the water flow to the 

smaller channels in the tops of the ridges, which can be seen in 

the first two pictures.  None of the small channels were readily 

visible as being small and only about forty five centimetres 

wide, they easily became silted up as the burden from the 

incoming river water slowed up and the silt settled. 

 

Mark explained that the constant work required in keeping the 

channels and ditches clear, plus the regular watch required by a 

skilled man to maintain a regular and controlled flow of water to 

protect the meadow from frost became uneconomic and hence 

the irrigation practices fell into disuse. 

 

The source of the inflow to the meadow system was a puzzle to 

us for a while until we spotted the line of the feeder ditches 

along the top of the field.  Where the water came from was not 

at all obvious.  In part this was due an orchard having been 

planted where the principle leet came from the Ebble, thus 

filling it in! 

 

Without access to this area, we were led to explore south and 

west of Bishopstone church.  Here we discovered a channel 

from the river with a set of sluices to block the main river 

course, minus gates and raising mechanisms. As can be seen, in 

the bottom photograph, the piers of this stone bridge across the 

main course of the river have slots in them for sluice gates, 

which when closed would have directed the river flow into the 

water meadow at the top of the picture. 

 

This whole system merits much further study, both on the 

ground and in the archives.  We may well pursue this! 
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Plague        Tony Light 
 
The Black Death of 1348 – 9 is one of the best known events in England‟s history. Sweeping through 

Europe, it arrived on the south coast in the summer of 1348 and rapidly advanced northwards, killing 

between a third and a half of the population of almost every community. Perhaps less well known are the 

repeated attacks, often more localised, but just as devastating, which occurred on many occasions during 

the following three centuries. 

 

Throughout the 20
th
 century we were all taught that Bubonic Plague, spread by black rats, was the culprit. 

Recent research by Susan Scott and Christopher Duncan has shown that this was not the case, as black 

rats were not native here, and were confined largely to ports, having arrived onboard ships. They did not 

spread far inland as they were unable to survive cold winters.  Nor did the now ubiquitous brown rats 

arrive here in any numbers until the 18
th
 century. Both types are largely absent from the earlier 

archaeological record. 

 

Whilst the 1348 outbreak is rarely recorded in great detail, subsequent plagues from the mid 16
th
 century 

to the Great Plague of London in 1666 are much better documented. The most revealing sources are the 

burial registers which survive for many parishes during this period. 

 

Susan Scott‟s work on the registers of Penrith in Cumbria, and subsequently on numerous others, has 

enabled the nature and progress of the disease to be much better understood. Contemporary accounts, 

both from this country and from Continental Europe make it clear that this was an infectious disease 

spread readily from person to person. Where attempts were made to isolate healthy people from 

sufferers, there was considerable success in restricting the spread of the infection. 

 

Crucially however there was then no understanding of the lengths of the incubation or infectious periods. 

Analysis of the data has shown that the time from initial infection to death was approximately 37 days 

and although victims were not themselves infectious for about the first ten days, they were thereafter, 

leaving about 27 days when the infection could potentially be spread amongst family, friends and 

neighbours. 

 

Symptoms, which included blood coughed up in increasing amounts, and swellings in armpits and 

groins, caused great pain, but did not appear until 6 or 7 days before death at the most. Until the 

symptoms appeared those infected were unaware that they were ill, or that they had been steadily 

infecting others they had come into contact with, for the past three weeks. 

 

In fact internal haemorrhaging was causing rapid necrosis of the internal organs and in most cases 

inevitable death. It was not however inevitable that every single person would be infected, any more than 

it is today with a cold or flue. By the 16
th
 and 17

th
 centuries perhaps a quarter of the population was 

resistant, having inherited this from ancestors who had survived outbreaks over the centuries. Certainly 

there are recorded instances of victims with initial symptoms recovering from these later outbreaks, and 

many did not catch it at all, despite close and frequent contact with sufferers. 

 

Locally, our knowledge of these 16
th
 and 17

th
 century plagues is restricted by the small number of early 

burial registers which have survived. Ringwood seems to have largely escaped during these two 

centuries, whilst there is no known surviving record of outbreaks in Fordingbridge. Rockbourne was 

however badly affected in 1593 as was Cranborne in 1604, and it is possible to look at these events in 

some detail. Both entirely fit the pattern described by Scott and Duncan in their researches across the 

country, although there are some differences between the two outbreaks. 

 

In Rockbourne, 49 people, perhaps 15% of the population died between the middle of April and the end 

of August 1593. Over half of these were children. The first to be infected was Marie Cooke, wife of Ellis 

a husbandman (smallholder) from Rockstead (probably somewhere near the Roman Villa) on or about 8
th
 

March. Where she caught the disease is unclear as there were no other known outbreaks in the area at the 

time, although it was widespread in the south-west around Exeter and in the north of England. Perhaps 

she was visited by an infected pedlar? Many other outbreaks are known to have started in this way.  
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About ten days later she passed it on to her husband, although it would have been almost another week 

before she even knew she was ill. As soon as the symptoms became obvious panic will have set in, with 

everyone understanding the seriousness of the situation. But already it was too late as Ellis had already 

passed it on to his neighbour‟s three year old son Peter Scott, from whom it spread to a brother and sister 

about ten days later. 

 

On 14
th
 April Marie Cooke was buried in Rockbourne churchyard, and perhaps even at that event, Ellis 

infected another of his neighbours, Edward Holloweye, thus further ensuring the advance of the disease.  

Two days later Ellis made his Will, clearly fearing the consequences of his wife‟s death. In this he states 

that he is already „sick of bodye‟, but the timing suggests that he might first have had some other 

affliction as the plague symptoms are unlikely to have manifested themselves for a few more days. Ellis 

was buried on 27
th
 April. The four other infected villagers, none of whom were yet aware of their fate, 

were about to pass it on to others. 

 

Throughout May, June and July the plague extended its grip upon the village, but by the early part of 

August the worst was over – although not for the Grigge family. William Grigg‟s wife Joanne was buried 

on 12
th
 August, and two of her children 13 days later, but there were no further deaths. For whatever 

reason, no one else was infected after about 18
th
 August. Whether the villagers had taken any 

preventative measures is unknown, but   perhaps by now they had successfully isolated the affected 

families. 

 

In Cranborne in 1604 the plague outbreak took a slightly different course. The first to succumb here was 

John Mell, buried on 29
th
 June. He must have caught the disease on about 23

rd
 May, and within a 

fortnight he had infected four more members of his family, as well as at least four other villagers, and 

possibly as many as 13. Was he perhaps a shopkeeper or craftsman in the village?  

 

At the time plague was rampant in Salisbury and it is not difficult to speculate that someone from 

Salisbury visited him or that he might have visited Salisbury market in the course of his business – 

perhaps he was even a stallholder. The market held there on Saturday 22
nd

 May is a possible source of 

the infection. 

 

Whatever the source, the plague in Cranborne erupted rapidly. With so many early sufferers the spread of 

the epidemic occurred much more quickly than it did in Rockbourne, probably helped by warm summer 

weather. Over 30 families or households were affected, although half of these suffered only one death. 

Six families lost four or more members. 

 

By October the outbreak was showing signs of abating, and there were only four further infections. 

Because of the long incubation period however, it was to be December 8
th
 before the last burial, and 

almost Christmas before the villagers could be certain that the plague was finally gone. 

 

What then was this disease?  Scientists still cannot be exactly certain, although they can be positive that 

it was not bubonic plague. Clearly it was a haemorrhagic plague, spread directly from person to person, 

and seems to have resembled the horrific Ebola virus, widespread in parts of Africa in recent years. 

Could plague recur in Europe? Many think that it could, but that hopefully we should now be better 

prepared to contain the spread and at least limit the deaths.   

 

Social Events 2009 and for 2010       Nigel Morris 
 
Tribute to Pauline Meyer: I have known Pauline for some 40 years and even though she was in 

considerable pain through her cancer, she always managed to be cheerful.  Some of you remember our 

first Skittles evening at Godshill Village Hall when she did all the catering, and what a superb buffet she 

put on.  She was a good friend to all and loved and cared for animals, and in Pauline we have lost a very 

valuable member of A.V.A.S. 
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 Events Past in 2009:  

 

1. Our Annual A.V.A.S. dinner was held on February 21st at the Old Vicarage, with  

about 30 members attending.  The food, as usual, was 

very good and very reasonably priced and everybody 

enjoyed themselves. 

 

Pauline Meyer, on the extreme left of our photograph, 

joined us at this event and she is joining in some banter 

with the other members on this table. 

 

 

 

 

2. On 27th June we all enjoyed our usual B.B.Q. at Mark's farm.   

 

This started at approx. 6.45 p.m. when we first tried out our new 

equipment for possible underground finds.  The sausages and 

beef burgers were made by Mark's sister from one of Mark's 

steers. Anne Ireland brought the gateaux and other delights and 

we all enjoyed ourselves in a lovely setting on the river bank on 

a warm Summer's evening. Many thanks to all those who 

contributed, particularly Vanessa, who provided this GREAT 

birthday cake for Mark.. 

 

 

3. Sunday 12th July was the day for a visit to Dr. Martin Green's farm near Sixpenny Handley.  See the 

report and pictures submitted by Vanessa Golton. 

 

4. On 27th September we visited Eling Tide Mill, near Totton, which has been reported on more fully 

by Ann Ireland.  As all good visits should be, it was followed by the best cream tea in the Forest, at 

Acres Down Farm, run by Annie Cooper who gave us plenty to enjoy!! 

 

5. Our participation in the National Festival of Archaeology at the Salisbury and South Wiltshire 

Museum in July was appreciated by visitors and hosts alike.  See below. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Events for 2010:  There are no fixed dates for events yet, but the following events are very much in the 

planning stage, so watch out for announcements! 

  

February 2010   A.V.A.S. Dinner  

June 2010   Annual B.B.Q. at Mark's Farm  

October 2010   Another Skittles Evening 

  

N.B. Others may follow - anyone with some good ideas? 
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STOP PRESS - Geophysical Surveys  Bill Atkinson 
 

Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum – 

 

26
th
. November 2009 was the agreed data for AVAS to carry out a full geophysical survey of the areas, 

both at the front and back of the Kings‟ House.  The most interesting „grid‟ is probably the one in the 

front garden, on the right as we enter museum from the Close, but as with all the other lawns may be 

giving us some surprises when the project is completed.  The morning was perfect and we set about 

laying out our first grid and ran a series of reads test and we had a number reading anomalies.  We then 

carried out a number of equipment tests in different areas of the rear lawns with varying results! 

 

The upshot of the tests is that a couple of hardware components in the system will have to undergo 

detailed electrical checking – so we retreated bloody but unbowed!  WE SHALL BE BACK!!! 

 

 

Folds Farm site evaluation - 

 

We are planning an early return to the Folds Farm site to progress the survey from where we left off in 

our initial training day with BACAS.  So watch this space as we shall be looking for “quartets of 

geophys. operators”.  There will be a large number of features to discover before we get a full 

understanding of the extent and quality of this site.    

 

From this winter survey work we may well be able to 

identify good targets for next excavation season. 

 

One of first „targets‟ will be a resurvey of the area 

where we opened that most successful trench earlier this 

year in order to help us get a better understanding of 

what may be indicated on the new areas we shall be 

exploring. 
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The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 19-40 with thirty two members present. 

 

1. Apologies: were received from Mrs. M. Andrews, Mr. F. Green, Miss H. Moore, Mrs. M. Smith, 

Mr. A. Taylor, Mr. D. Truckle, Mrs. J. Williams, Ms. M. Wynne-Davies. 

 

2. The minutes of the last AGM held on 7
th
. May, 2008.  A proposal to accept these minutes was 

made by Mrs. C. Moody and seconded by Mr. T. Steptoe.  They were accepted „nem con‟. 

 

3. Matters arising:  a) The Verwood Pottery Trust has been terminated and AVAS has been asked to 

look after their finds from the Eblake excavation of an old kiln and these have collected today for 

storage by our Chairman. 

  b) The August dig by the New Forest Archaeological and Historical Society is to 

be on another of the mounds in the forest which are not yet yielding up their secrets. 

 c) We will continue to progress some recognition for Mrs. Hanna for her work on 

the Christchurch cartulary. 

 d) On receiving the request from Mr. L. Bailey at last years AGM the Chairman 

was able to confirm that there was indeed a loop system in the hall and that it was working and Mr. 

Bailey then confirmed that on switching hearing aid to receive the signal it did indeed work. 

 e) We are able to report that our website under the control of Mr. S. Moody is in 

very good shape, as all users can attest. 

 f) The progressing of the expert evaluation of the Crystal Hollow pottery is still an 

unresolved matter which our Chairman will chase yet again with a letter to Wessex Archaeology.  

In addition we shall have to take further action to ascertain the wishes of the land owners over 

what is to be done with the pottery on completion of the project.  Sheffield University looked at the 

assemblage and said that we needed further advice on what specimens should be preserved. 

 

4. Chairman‟s report: Good evening and thank you, one and all, for supporting the 35
th
 Annual 

General Meeting of AVAS. The year has been a busy one, with an excellent lecture programme 

and a variety of activities to keep us out of mischief. Someone told me this week that AVAS seems 

to be buzzing, and that sums up the situation well. 

 

On a practical note, the Society has made great strides towards acquiring a “Geo-physical 

capability” for the purposes of non-intrusive investigation work and it seems that the transition 

from “good idea” to prototype hardware has been remarkably rapid. We must thank those who 

have been involved for their efforts and hopefully we will soon be in action. Geo-phys should 

eventually open up a range of interesting investigative work for the Society in the future 

 

The work at Folds Farm has proved most useful- many members attended the survey day with the 

Bath and Camerton Society and the  follow-up test-trenching last weekend. With the help of 

funding from the National Park Authority, a wider survey of the site will be undertaken, but initial 

results look promising. 

 

Hopefully, we will also be able to receive professional help with the Crystal Hollow pottery write-

up and some funding has been obtained for this purpose from the New Forest Publications Trust. 

With funding, a formal approach can be made to the right people and the work can be done on a 

proper footing. 

 

 
 

Annual General Meeting 

The thirty-fifth Annual General Meeting of the Avon Valley Archaeological Society 

will be held on Wednesday 6
th

. May 2009 at 7.30pm. in the Ann Rose Hall, Greyfriars 

Community Centre, Christchurch Road, Ringwood, Hampshire. 

APPENDIX I 
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In the Forest, the Historical and Archaeological l Society, now independent of the Field Club is 

now up and running, and we wish them well in their endeavours. On the other side of the river, the 

VDPT have recently been in touch with a view to storing their pottery archive at the farm next to 

the AVAS pottery storage facility (or shed as it is better known). Having brought the material back 

from Shapwick with a Land Rover and trailer, It seems fair to say that the archive is exhaustive in 

every way.  

 

Finally, I must mention the various excursions and “do”s which have taken place. The carvery 

meal at Northbourne was a great success with around 30 members turning up for a most enjoyable 

evening and the guided tour of St Catherine‟s hill seems to have struck a chord with those who 

attended. The various visits to Salisbury have also been popular and the turn-out has justified the 

efforts of those who put them on.. Thanks to all those involved in making these events happen. 

 

 

5. Presentation of the Chairman‟s Trophy for 2008/2009:  At this point in the proceedings, it is 

customary to announce the award of the Chairman‟s shield for the year. This year, I feel it should 

go to a member who has shown remarkable dedication to the cause and infectious enthusiasm as 

evidenced on the recent weekend at Folds Farm, as well as at all times throughout the year - 

congratulations to Janet Elkins. 

 

6. Hon. Treasurer‟s report:  Was presented and the highlights emphasized, the details are shown in 

full in Appendix II. 

 

7. Field Director‟s report: General Activities - There has been little activity on the finds from Folds 

Farm apart from the completion of the storage facility at the farm and the deposit of the majority of 

the assemblage along with the Crystal Hollow material. 

 

Geophysics - After last years leap into the next century with a geophysics survey at Folds Farm.  

We have been successful in securing a grant for an evaluation survey from the New Forest Park 

Authority which enables us to make and use our own magnetometer and resistivity equipment. 

Work is now well underway to achieve this with our own machines up and running and being 

tested. With immense thanks to Garry Brisdion for making all the electronic hardware we will soon 

be able to use the equipment in earnest in our evaluation work at Folds Farm as well as other sites 

such as Richard Deacons search for the Moyles Court mill. 

 

Field work at Folds Farm - After a visit to the site by a team of AVAS members the week before 

to we set out the base line and plot the areas for work, we met to excavate two evaluation trenches. 

 

The weekend excavations went extremely well and the first results are very encouraging. The first 

task was to compare the Geophysics results with what was extant under the top soil. This achieved 

very good results with the features of Trench 1 and Trench 2 matching almost perfectly with the 

Geophysics. 

 

On the Saturday we excavated Trench 1 near the original site and it was no surprise when a dark 

fill feature exposed a large sample of Romano British pottery. Trench 1 reflected the Geophysics 

results almost perfectly and the Iron Age and Romano British was well represented with many 

pottery forms and features present in the trench.  

 

Only small samples were taken from features that were otherwise left unexcavated.                                     

 

The second trench excavated on the Sunday to the west of the ridge was equally fruitful as the 

Geophysics, the aerial photos and the extant features in Trench 2 all matched up to reveal an early 

ditch (Iron Age pottery) with a Romano British residual deposit or possibly a ditch containing a 

good sample of New Forest wares. The digging was totally different as the geology in Trench 2 

was so different to the first one. 
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On each day we removed the turf, excavated with a small digger down to gravel level and then 

cleaned up the surface by hand. After taking samples, bagging up finds and recording the features 

we back-filled and replaced the turf all in one day. 

It helps us to know what we can achieve in one day so that we can plan future evaluation trenches 

across anomalies shown up by the Geophysics and investigate them within a weekend. 

 

The next stage will be to have the finds cleaned, marked and studied to establish a better 

understanding of the dating. An interim report will then be compiled for presentation to the Park 

Authority. All of those who attended and helped with the excavation agreed that it had been a very 

worthwhile and indeed enjoyable weekend with excellent results in the first step of our evaluation 

of the area around the main site. We are indebted to the land owner for her support and help with 

this project.  

 

Web Masters report: The website can now be found by just typing in AVAS into any search 

engine, with Google it comes straight up with our site at the top. If you type in “avon valley 

archaeological society” you will see that we are represented on 360 sites. We have added an 

additional section of regional and general news items and formed a “what‟s going on” section at 

the top of the page on the home page. The site has had over 2000 hits and is a good way of keeping 

everyone in touch and informing of coming events.  

 

We still need more contributions from members for the site, with things of interest and upcoming 

events. To keep the site alive and prevent stagnation, we need your input. If there are any members 

interested and who enjoy „messing about on computers‟, we could do with a person or persons to 

share in the website upkeep. The recent work at Folds Farm is a perfect example of how the site 

can inform as to when events are to take place and afterwards showing pictures of members at 

work on site and publishing early results of the finds with interpretations for general consumption. 

Any suggestions of how we can improve the site further will be very welcome.  

9. Library report:  - The Storage Problem 

Obviously this becomes more acute as the time goes by. A dedicated space has to be my priority at 

this time. I would prefer a permanent research centre in the Avon valley where the stock can be 

stored and displayed under satisfactory conditions, allowing researchers the opportunity to utilise 

what has become a dedicated collection of considerable value to archaeologists and historians. On 

the advice of previous Hon. Secretary, Helen Moore, I met the Churchwarden at Harbridge Church 

last year. She rather thought that a library such as ours could be accommodated in a segregated 

area of the chancel. Occasional use of the church would continue and the building is accessible to 

the public most days. This would obviously raise a security problem to the library. The bell tower 

is not used and is currently not accessible owing to structural problems and erosion of the spiral 

stair. However, with the inability to view the ringing chamber, and only being able to guess at the 

area of accommodation by external measurement, my calculations have to remain unqualified at 

this stage. If my assumptions eventually prove correct however, it could well be possible that shelf 

length could be installed which would provide just under half the size again of the present storage 

shelving. Three weeks ago, scaffolding enveloped Harbridge tower and it would appear that 

extensive repairs part funded by English Heritage has commenced. 

Eventually I should be able to verify my guessed calculations. 

 

The ideal 

Serious funding support would be necessary. The tower could be locked. A mezzanine floor 

creating two floors in the ringing chamber with wall-mounted shelving and heated with electric oil-

filled radiators is a possibility. An external lift within the back of the church, of the type to be 

found in residential care homes would need to be installed. A separate electrical supply would be 

required. All pipe dreams but not out of the question. I await access once safety has been 

established. 

 

About the library 

AVAS has on inventory, a large collection of books, booklets, and leaflets. We have a large stock 

of periodicals, the AVAS archives, and extensive maps. The photographic collection is huge and 
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currently unsorted together with videos, slides, CD‟s, CDR‟s and DVD‟s. The newsprint cuttings 

date from the year 1902. There are also sheets, pictures posters and postcards. Since the last AGM, 

I have accumulated the largest accession of books for introduction into the stock in September, 

since we started in 1988. A total of 136 new editions will swell the total of books to 1,280. You 

can now begin to conceive the enormity of the storage requirement. 

 

New stock 

Coming up for loan in September we have a large stock of Hampshire Field Club and 

Archaeological Society Proceedings, a bequest from the late Katherine Fortescue. There are 21 

volumes of Post Medieval Archaeology Journals. Helen Moore has moved much of her  material to 

AVAS including her collection of „Archaeology Ireland‟ from 1995 to date. A really excellent one-

off „offprint came in last week from Steve Ford at Thames Valley Archaeological Services. It is 

from “Quartãr No 56” for 2009 and is the much awaited final report on Nea Farm – “ A Final 

Upper Palaeolithic site at Nea Farm, Somerley, Hampshire (England) and some reflections on the 

occupation of Britain in the Late Glacial Interstadial”. There could be a bit of a queue for that one.  

 

And that is the library news for 2009.                      Trev. Steptoe, Librarian and Archivist. 

 

10. British Festival of Archaeology 2009: Once again we shall be exhibiting at the Salisbury and South 

Wiltshire Museum with a stall on the rear lawn and showing both a collection of flints from the 

New Forest and some of our latest Folds Farm finds.  The theme is „food‟ and a number of useful 

suggestions as to exhibits was offered from a number of our members.  The date for this is 

Saturday 18
th
. July and members were requested to come and support the event plus acting as relief 

for those attending the exhibits. 

 

11. Election of Officers: All the existing members of the Committee are willing to stand again as are 

the co-opted members and no further candidates have been nominated.  A request was made to the 

floor for any further nominations and none were forthcoming.  Miss H. Moore proposed that the 

full Committee be reelected and Ms M. Wynne-Davies seconded all the candidates.  The proposal 

was put to the Meeting and all were elected „nem con‟. 

 

12. Any other business: Mr. L. Bailey asked if AVAS was going to investigate the supposed „ice 

house‟ at Folds Farm.  It was reported that an investigation had been mounted, an out line report 

supported by photographs submitted to the landowner and our findings forwarded to the New 

Forest National Parks archaeologist, Mr. F. Green, and that the matter was now in his hands.  A 

copy of the report was available to members to be examined after our AGM. 

 

Mr. J. Pemberton reported that he had passed an inventory of archaeological tools supplied in the 

main by Mr. T. Steptoe and held by Mr. Pemberton to the Committee.  He wished to know whether 

they could be stored with the other AVAS equipment in order to be more readily available for use.  

With the immediate agreement of all parties this request was accepted and the tools will be added 

to those already under the Chairman‟s care. 

 

Social Activities reminder:  Mr. N. Morris reminded members wishing to attend our BBQ on June 

23
rd

. June, at a cost of £2.50 and the visit to Down Farm at the invitation of Dr. Martin Green, 

meeting at 13.00.  A request for support to organise a visit to the Eling tide mill near Totton was 

given a most enthusiastic reception.  Notice was also given of a tour of St. Clements churchyard 

and St. Pauls, Salisbury was given.  All members were exhorted to sign up for our activities and 

keep watching our website www.avas.org . 

 

The meeting was closed at 20.52 by our Chairman. 

http://www.avas.org/
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AVON VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2009 

 

 

REGISTERED CHARITY NO: 289516 

 

 

Aims and Organisation 
 

The Society was established in 1974; it is governed by its Rules, as amended from time to time 

by the members in general meeting. 

 

The Society‟s objects are to promote the interest in and study of archaeology for the benefit of 

the general public.  The Society‟s principal areas of activity are the Avon Valley and 

surrounding areas of South West Hampshire, East Dorset and South Wiltshire. 

 

 

Trustees 

 

The trustees who served on the Committee during the year were as follows: 

 

 

M. A. Vincent Chairman  

 

S. J. Moody Vice Chairman  

 

C. W. Atkinson Hon. Secretary  

 

H. J. A. Hanna Hon. Treasurer 

 

N.  Morris  

  

 J. Pemberton      

 

 Mrs V. Golton    (Retired 7th May 2008) 

 

 Mrs M Harvey    (Elected 7th May 2008) 

 

 

The administration of the Society is carried out on a voluntary basis by the trustees; there are no 

employees. 

 

The trustees are elected annually by the members at the Annual General Meeting. 

 

APPENDIX II 
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AVON VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

         

         

BALANCE SHEET AT 31 MARCH 2009 

         

Reserves      2009  2008 

         

General Fund         
Balance brought forward 
1 April 2008      5,245.65  5,021.69 

         

Surplus for the year      414.32  223.96 

        

Balance carried forward 31 March 2009   5,659.97  5,245.65 

         

Designated Funds        
         

Crystal Hollow Publication Fund   500.00              -    

         

Folds Farm Survey        900.00              -    
         

    1,400.00              -    

         

     £7,059.97  £5,245.65 

         
Represented by:         

         

Cash at bank      £7,059.97  £5,245.65 

         

 
H.J.A. Hanna F.C.A. - Hon 
Treasurer    

         

         

Report of the Auditors 

         

         

In our opinion, these Accounts are in accordance with the books and records of the Society and the 

information and explanations given to us.      

         

         

  
A.D. Taylor 
F.C.A.    )  

       )  

       
) Hon. 
Auditors 

  A. Light     )  
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AVON VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

         

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2009 

         

      2009  2008 

General Fund        

Income:         

         

Subscriptions received          668.00        736.00  

Donations            124.82          24.33  

Meeting fees           392.00        412.50  

Bank deposit interest           104.06          65.93  

Newsletter sales and advertising             6.00          69.50  

         1,294.88   
   
1,308.26  

Less Expenses:        

         

Room hire - Greyfriars, Ringwood         268.50        240.00  

Speakers fees and expenses          145.00        260.00  

Subscriptions and affiliation fees         101.00          99.00  

Library expenses                  -              6.00  

Insurance            207.45        359.30  

Newsletter expenses           100.00        100.00  

Secretarial expenses             38.61               -    

Bank charges             20.00               -    

Committee meeting expenses                 -            20.00  

Sundry expenses                  -                 -    

            880.56   
   
1,084.30  

         

Surplus for the year     £414.32   £223.96  

         

Note:         

Expenses for the year paid after 31 March 2009, and not included above:   
         

Room hire             27.50          27.50  

Newsletter costs           100.00        100.00  
         

Expenses paid in the year for the following year:     

Insurance          (207.45)  
    

(190.10) 

         

Designated Funds        

         

Crystal Hollow Publication Fund:      

Grant from New Forest Section of Hampshire Field Club £500.00   

Folds Farm Survey:        

Grant from New Forest National Park Authority  £900.00   

 



Winter  Programme  ~  September 2009 - May 2010  
Non-members very welcome at our meetings 

 

2009  
 

Sept. 2nd             The History of Wind and Water-mills 

  Speaker:  John Silman, President of the Hampshire Mills Group, 

 Vice-President of the Hampshire Industrial Archaeological Society  
                                      
Oct. 7th              Collingbourne Ducis and it’s place in early Anglo-Saxon Wiltshire 
                            Speaker:  Dr Nick Stoodley, FSA, Production editor, Hampshire Studies 
                              
Nov. 4th              Dry Bones? …. past people and their mortuary rites 

                            Speaker:  Jacqueline I. McKinley, Osteoarcheaologist,  Senior 

 Project Officer, Wessex Archaeology 
 

Dec. 2nd             The Life and Works of Heywood Sumner - Artist and Archaeologist        
 

Speaker:  Henry Cole, Volunteer Ranger with the Forestry Commission, 

member of EDAS and the New Forest Historical and Archaeological Group 

 2010  
  
Jan. 6th               Members`  Evening  ~  Reports,  displays,  presentations 
  
Feb. 3rd              The Damerham Archaeology Project 

                             Speakers:  Dr Helen Wickstead, Project Manager, Kingston University,  

and Martyn Barber, Aerial Survey Unit, English Heritage                                                                                      
                              
March 3rd          A Week in Luxor 

Speaker:  Francis Taylor, Trustee, Council for British Archaeology   

                                                                                                                                                                     

April 7th             Gunpowder Making in the New Forest - Schultze factory at Eyeworth 
                             Speaker:  Stephen Ings, Dabbler in Local History and Author    
                                             
 May 5th             Annual General Meeting  Please support your Society either in person 

 or by postal vote   

   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                                
 

VENUE FOR MEETINGS:-   Ann Rose Hall,  Greyfriars Community Centre,  Christchurch Road,  

Ringwood 

TIME:- 7.30pm   ~   MEETING FEES:-  Members £1.00,  Visitors £3.00  

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION:-  Adult £10.00,  Full-time Student £5.00 
 

ENQUIRIES TO:-   The Chairman,  Mark Vincent 01425 473677 

                                                       or   The Hon Secretary,  C.W.Atkinson  01722  326978 
 

AVAS news can  be found on the Dorset CommuniGate website 

 
AVON VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY IS A REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 289516 

 

 




