AVON VALLEY
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER
December 2012

Editorial
Our Newsletter is majoring on some very 21st. century technologies again this year as members
have been getting to grips with Internet technology and Geophysical Machines. This is to be a
feature this year with many fruits of our healthy exercise with the Resistivity equipment and trowel.
We have, however, a selection of interesting contributions which are definitely on ‘the
archaeological target’ to ensure that you will continue to enjoy our AVAS Newsletter.
Once again we would reminded you that the Newsletter and webmaster Steve Moody are still active
and interested in our events and we would appreciate it if our members would take photographs and
continue passing them on to him or me (Bill Atkinson) for inclusion with a few written comments
please (if possible),. We can then continue to publish them on the web site under ‘Past Events’ and
we STILL really need YOU TO CONTINUE sharing with members your news and views!
Once again we have selection of articles covering subjects from both home and abroad and covering
human activity, from the Neolithic age to the present day. Well, the Winter Programme has started
off with two items on timber, one above ground and the next below the sea, and THANK YOU to
Ann Ireland for keeping AVAS lecture standards so high, yet again!. Well Done!
Concerning our “Members’ Evening”, the first Wednesday in January 2013 - a hint of what we shall
have is we will be ‘getting down to earth’ with our members. I repeat once again, if anyone has any
further contributions, then contact Bill Atkinson on (01722) 326 978 or by email to
absbilla@aol.com and keep an Hon. Sec. happy, as well as our members!
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Cover photograph – Les Bailey doing sterling work on the ‘Power-trowel’ once again! Taken during our
August dig this year.
The AVAS website can be found at the following addresses:

www.avas.org.uk
and our blog http://blogavas.wordpress.com/

2012 Excavation on Folds Farm Iron Age/Romano British Site

Steve Moody

This years’ excavation of the Folds Farm site, situated on the edge of the Avon Valley, was a huge success
and once again we identified the date of the features and confirmed the aerial photograph field marks of the
site as being Iron Age. Even more important to AVAS was the confirmation that what we have been
discovering with our geophysical work was in fact a clear electronic insight into the features that lay beneath
the plough soil. Our ‘home made’ equipment with our in-house training is indeed working and working very
well.

Red circle is target with the trench
2 position marked on left inset
and an enlargement to the right of
it, as an inset.

Trench 2 at the top and trench 3
on the right hand side.

The first trench, Trench 1, was undertaken to identify a series of crop marks that suggest rectangular
enclosures on the hilltop between the original area of rescue work carried out by AVAS and the hill fort at the
crest. The second and third trenches were purely to check out what we had found in our geophysical work.
The original site, both rich in Iron Age and Romano British finds, was first excavated by AVAS in 2004, as a
rescue dig in advance of gravel extraction and finished in 2006. Later evaluation trenches have been
excavated in 2009 at other positions on the ridge and revealed an Iron Age ditch and features with Romano
British pottery near the original site.
The first trench, expertly ‘de-turf-ed’ and taken down with the mini digger by Les Bailey, was placed across
the corner of one of these rectilinear features showing up on aerial photographs, to pick up the features as
they come off at angles from a corner. Two substantial ditches were identified matching perfectly the aerial
photos. Set between the ditches in the corner of the rectangle was a large storage type pit, with other smaller
features or post holes in and around the ditches. As this was evaluation only and we were not touching the
archaeology below the plough soil short of taking samples from the top of the features, we are unable to
clarify exactly what the purpose of these features were but what we are able to say with some confidence is
that they were all Iron Age in date with no Roman or later pottery or finds being present except inevitably in
the un-stratified upper plough soil level.
The ditch in the centre of Trench 1 had a re-cut or beam slot dug along its length though no later pottery
finds came from its surface, only Iron Age. The first days excavation shows that despite our suspicions of
further Roman activity, we have further evidence of a huge Iron Age presents on the ridge leading up to the
Frankenbury hill fort and that despite the later use of the site further down the hill and in the valley at
Armsley by Romano British people, the majority of the evidence points to the earlier use of the site.
The second and third trenches excavated on the following day were guided only by geophysical work and
made all the more difficult because of the fact that the subsoil was a clay/gravel mix and not a clear gravel
like the lower part of the site. Mike Gill and Mark Vincent's work with a hardened team of expert volunteers
have been plotting and working the site with the geophysical equipment for some time now and are slowly
building up a picture of what is evident under the plough soil. The difficulty is interpreting and making sense
of the findings.
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These two second day trenches were designed to help do just that by placing them across interesting
anomalies in the data. The initial idea was to place one across what looked like a ditch and the other at right
angles to the first to see what was going on at the edge of the area of interest eight to ten metres away. As it
turned out, we found a substantial ditch in the first trench and the obvious continuation of that ditch in the
second trench. The area, supposedly on the outside of the ditch being ‘fairly quiet of activity’ in the
geophysical data, whilst the area inside it is very busy indeed.
As our trenches were perforce fairly short due to the
time we had available to dig, clean, record, sample
and backfill and also due to the fact that it was one
of the hottest weekends this year. With the small
size of our ardent team of diggers, we were unable to
discover much that was going on to the inside of the
ditch. However there was evidence of burnt clay and
charcoal and the likelihood is that exploration of the
highly active area shown in the geophysical data will
be of great interest and probably the site of the next
excavation.
The weekend was very successful in clarifying both
aerial photographs and geophysical work as well as
giving AVAS members the opportunity, once again
to remove the rust film from their trowels. The usual
digging team were joined by at least two new
members and there is always room for more people
who might be interested in rolling up their sleeves in
the future and getting stuck in. What is perhaps more
important is that we all enjoyed the opportunity to
share in the discovery of our rich local heritage and
add to the ever growing picture of this most
interesting site with members who have become
expert diggers and firm friends.
As with all well run digs, we have to put everything
back as we found it. By next year it will not be
possible to find the trenches just filled in except by
surveying the field to relocate them.
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A Moment of Madness

Jan Elkins

A cold wind howled across the moor as the two armies came face to face in the driving rain. The Jacobites
were cold and hungry whilst the Government’s Army was well prepared. The ferocious battle that pursued
changed the course of British, European and world history. It was the last battle to be fought on British soil
and it was the last chapter in a sporadic civil war for succession to the throne that had been under way since
1688. The date was 16th April 1746 and the battle was the Battle of Culloden.
The Culloden Battlefield is well worth a visit. It is only a short drive of about 3 miles from Inverness and
now has a new visitor centre and exhibition. We arrived there on a warm sunny day and after being greeted
by a gentleman dressed up as a Jacobite, we joined a guided tour and walked all over the battlefield learning
its history. Audio tours were also available but we concentrated on the Guides talk.
The field, except for the pathways, has been left to grow wild the same as it would have been on that fateful
day. It is vast and the atmosphere is almost aerie and sends a shiver down your spine. The frontlines that the
armies held are marked out by two long rows of flags flapping in the light breeze and stand out as a timely
reminder. In the midst of these is a large stone cairn that rises 20 feet above the ground. This was built as a
permanent Memorial not far from the Graves of the Clans. These graves are spread out in raised mounds either side of the pathway and make you realize the enormity of the Jacobite loss. In less than an hour 1500
Jacobites were slaughtered whilst the Government’s loss was only 50.
A distance away from these graves is a stone with “Field of the English. They were buried here.” inscribed
on it but our guide told us that it was highly unlikely that the English were buried there as during an archaeological survey of the site a few years beforehand no signs of any graves were found. She thought it more
probable that they had been buried elsewhere in the field but as yet they have not been traced.
Another thing that shouldn’t be missed is the Memorial Wall that is
just under the archway by the Visitor Centre. This has been very
cleverly designed and if you look more closely at all of the protruding bricks you will realize that each brick represents a life lost.
Near this wall is a new roof top area from which you can view the
battlefield in a completely different way. You can look down on the
field and imagine the enormity of the battle.
The visitor centre and exhibition is most certainly not to be missed.
Inside you are taken on a journey that leads you up to the battle and
brings it alive. There are plenty of exhibits and an animated battle
table that helps you visualize the sequence of events as the battle
unfolds. Also there is a battle immersion film that is both realistic
and very clever. You stand in the centre of a room surrounded by a
360-degree film that relives the horror of the battle and makes you
feel that you are in the centre of the action. This is a really unique
experience and perfectly rounded off our visit.
From Culloden we drove on to Clava Cairns, a short distance
away. The car park is right by the entrance and was not very
busy during our visit. Clava Cairns is a Bronze Age cemetery and consists of a group of well-preserved burial Cairns
that were built about 4000 years ago. In the complex, spread
over a distance, there are Passage Graves, a Kerb Cairn,
Ring Cairns, Standing Stones and an undated ruined chapel.

On entering this magnificent site I was immediately drawn to the North East Passage Grave and its circle of
twelve standing stones. It is an amazing sight and I couldn’t wait to walk down its narrow passageway and
see for myself the central chamber. I was not disappointed because even though like the passageway it is ex-
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posed to the elements it is still in very good condition. Originally the grave would have had a cone-shaped
roof and you would have only been able to gain access to it by crawling on your hands and knees. This
Grave probably did contain burials but there is no evidence.
What is interesting though is that more recently it has been
discovered that there are connections between the colour and
the texture of the building materials, the architecture of the
monuments and their relationship with the rising and the setting sun. From that Grave we moved on to the Central Ring
Cairn. This is an open circular enclosure, unroofed and with
no entrance. When it was excavated in the 1990s it was
found to contain human bones and also had signs of burnings. Therefore it was said that it could have been used as either a tomb or a pyre. I was undecided.
On the right-hand side of the cemetery is the Kerb Cairn.
This Cairn is about 1000 years younger than the other
Cairns and is very small in comparison with not much left
to see. It says that it may have been a low earthen mound
and seems to have covered a grave. The only finds that were
discovered in it were pieces of flint and a scattering of
quartz pebbles. At the far end of the cemetery is the South
West Passage Grave. This again has standing stones around
it and is very impressive. Unlike the other Passage Grave
this one was only used for a short time and was then deliberately closed. It was definitely used for cremation burials
but little is known of the other human bones that were
found there.
On leaving this cemetery site a steady walk down the narrow road led us to a smaller cemetery at Milton of Clava.
There is a small Cairn there but the most remarkable feature
of this site is a low rectangular enclosure containing the
foundations of a stone building that is said to be the site of a
medieval church. It is also said that perhaps ‘it was built to
combat the pagan associations of the place.’
This again is well worth visiting and on your return journey you will also see the Culloden Viaduct right in
front of you in the distance.
After Clava Cairns we drove over to the coast to see Fort George. We didn't have time to go inside but
managed to view it quite well from the outside. This Fort was built after the Battle of Culloden and is "the
mightiest artillery fortification in Britain, if not in Europe." It was completed in 1769 but was never used for
action so it remains in a prestige condition and is virtually unaltered.
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From there we drove back through Inverness and carried on to Loch Ness. There we enjoyed a boat trip
around the Loch and even though we weren’t lucky enough to see the monster we did see an osprey and also
saw the legendary Urquhart Castle standing proudly on the hillside.
With the day now drawing to a close we decided to end our adventure with a visit to Corrimony Cairn and
luckily we were the only people there! This is an amazing site, again about 4000 years old, and the setting is
beautiful. It reminded me a lot of Orkney. The Cairn itself is very well preserved and is surrounded by a
stone circle comprising of 11 stones. Not all of the stones are as they seem though as some have been reerected and at least four are modern additions.
The cairn is oval in shape and the large slab that lies on the rear slope of the cairn is heavily cup marked and
may have been the capstone of the chamber.
To gain access to the exposed chamber we had to crawl on our hands and knees through the south western
passageway. Luckily for us it wasn’t muddy!
It is well worth the effort though as inside you can see how the stones are cleverly placed together to form
the chamber and you can get a sense of what it may have been like all of those years ago.
Originally it had a corbelled roof that was 2.4 metres high and it had a floor that comprised of watersmoothed boulders on a base of yellow sand and in the middle was an arrangement of flat stone slabs. When
it was excavated evidence of a crouched inhumation was found and also a bone pin. I just loved it and found
it hard to leave! It’s definitely a place not to be missed and rounded our day off magnificently.
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Open day at Magdalen Hill leper colony site

Bill Atkinson

Having heard Dr. Simon Roffey at our October lecture giving us information on the 2011 season dig,
I along with a number of other AVAS members could not wait to see what 2012 had produced. The
day was not blessed with a good weather forecast, but we all went prepared for the worst and were
pleased that the weather only threw one short shower at us as we looked at the exhibits in the visitor
centre tent and were only subjected to the persistent wind during the rest of our visit.
The small scale exhibition provided an insight into the succession of finds recovered over a number
of years from this site with student training digs. An example of the diversity of finds by period can
be seen below with previous years finds covering a time span of 16th. century up to 1914-18 and the
other tray with this years finds covering an earlier, though overlapping period of 13 th.to the
17th.century.
In earlier years excavations had gone through layers of the 17th.century prisoner of war camp for
captured Dutch sailors and soldiers. The display of finds included a number of conclusive finds
from this occupation period.

Due the previous bad weather the students were taking advantage of the improved weather and were
working as we were conducted on out tour by Dr. Simon Roffey and Dr. Phil Marter. The site has a
most complex history stretching back one thousand years with beam slots cut into the chalk dating
back to the earliest occupation period. Overlaying these finds are significant wall structures from a
range of subsequent rebuilds and extensions of the buildings.
Significant demolition debris remained in the form of two lines of slate fragments to the outside of
parallel wall lines running east to west. These being the remains of alms houses which succeeded
the Leper Hospital. Some demolition materials had been salvaged and were incorporated into
subsequent building phases, which helps with identification of which features belong to the later
phases.
There are some interesting grave cuts in the chalk for
burials in the early medieval period which are very
close to the chapel wall (that bit closer to heaven!)
which suggest that the individuals were buried without
the use of coffins. An interesting grave good which
must have been on a belt or clothing was a pilgrim
badge, being a scallop shell which indicates the owner
had been to Santiago de Compostela.
(See next page).
A most intriguing feature is the four metre deep pit
with vertical sides had been cut within the chalk, but
not aligned with the buildings on the site.
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It was suggested that it was a foundation pit for a
wooden tower of that civil war period of Maud and
Stephen. And it is known that Winchester, held by
Stephen, was attacked from the west by supporters of
Maud. However, the site is a significant distance from
the city and not within sight of Winchester which is
cradled in the river valley to the west. I spoke with Dr.
Simon Roffey and questioned the size of the
foundation because a wooden structure such as this
would have been a death trap for any defenders!
Perhaps it was a vault for money and treasure from Winchester while the threat from the supporters
of Maud remained. The pit had been filled deliberately shortly after the civil war, half with
demolition rubble of flints and some brick to provide a firm foundation for a wall and the other half
with earth as it was not required to be load bearing. This strange short lived feature has been fairly
accurately dated to the civil war period and its fleeting existence strengthened the dating evidence.

On the south east edge of the excavated area
there was a shallow circular structure being
investigated. It is a low lying pit, clay lined to
about 20cms with a base of slate debris and
walled with un-knapped flints.
Initial thoughts are that it might be a Tudor garden feature, supported by associated finds of broken
Tudor brick in the overburden. More remains to be investigated in this part of the site.
Surprisingly, to the north of the revealed buildings is an area which had never been developed. The
evolving phases of this site seemed to always be rebuilding projects. This north side area seemed to
have been assigned as a garden but contained a number of rubbish pits for domestic rubbish.
Evaluation of the finds from these pits will have to wait until the new academic year though the
bulk of them seem to comprise the remains of food waste. There was a considerable proportion of
oyster shell (poor peoples’ food) but also significant amounts of animal and fowl bones. Analysis
of these should give a clearer picture of the proportions of inhabitants by social status.
This is a project that will be worth keeping an eye on so I shall look at the website from time to time.
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Pompeii, Herculaneum and Paestum

DavidWhetton

It’s difficult to imagine that with a lifetime’s interest in archaeology I haven’t visited these three giants of the
ancient world before but a week on a “Pompeii and the Amalfi Coast” holiday, based in Sorrento, certainly
filled the gap admirably. Although a package holiday with guided tours, the local English-speaking courier
(from Harrogate!) was extremely knowledgeable and able to furnish the party with all the necessary advice,
bus and train timetables to enable independent travel arrangements to be made. (Future visitors note that all
EU citizens over 65 get free access to Italian museums on presentation of a photocopy of one’s passport.)
Robert Harris’ novel “Pompeii” was an excellent introduction to the visit as it focussed on the everyday lives
of people living in the town and how they might have coped with the terror from the mountain and, for me,
walking around both Pompeii and Herculaneum was all about the lives of the people – the houses, paintings
of the mother-in-law and favourite pet, the toilet, garden and washroom, the shops, pubs, guest houses, town
theatre and, of course, the famous brothel. In England, we are used to our Roman remains being no more
than ankle-high stone footprints in some beautifully mown lawn and so it is a great shock to the system to
see whole 2-storey houses and shops set in a town street with raised pavements, sewerage systems and cart
tracks. It’s easy to imagine the hustle and bustle of everyday Roman life played out on its streets.
We were staying in the equally ancient Greco-Romano, but continuously inhabited, town of Sorrento
overlooking the Bay of Naples from which vantage point the whole of the drama can be seen and played out
in the imagination from Misenum in the far North West where Pliny the Younger watched and recorded the
terrible scene unfold, including the loss of his own uncle, Admiral-of-the-Fleet, Pliny the Elder, out at sea
where the navy was trying, in a vain suicidal attempt, to evacuate the stricken townspeople off the beaches,
through Herculaneum in the foreground under the menacing Vesuvius and Pompeii further South, round to
Stabiae (modern Castellammare di Stabia) in the South East of the bay where Pliny the Elder may have
actually met his death by a huge sea surge caused by the largest, and final, pyroclastic surge of the eruption
and the collapse of the eruption plume. Stabiae itself only received a 2 centimetres covering of ash. It is on
this venture that the immortal phrase “Fortune favours the brave” was uttered by Pliny the Elder when he
was advised to return to port by his helmsman.
It was only 17 years after a disastrous earthquake had hit the region that the first eruption of Vesuvius
(Vesuvio in modern Italian) for centuries, at midday on 24th August AD 79, took everyone by surprise and,
according to contemporary writers, the tremendous loss of life was exacerbated by a sense of ‘this can’t be
happening’ and, of course, a complete ignorance of such things as pyroclastic flows and pumice and ash
clouds. The eruption itself lasted three days and there were two phases affecting the various settlements
differently – as the wind was blowing from the North West, Neapolis (modern Naples) wasn’t affected at all,
Herculaneum (Ercolano in modern Italian) got the pyroclastic flows and lava and Pompeii (Pompei in
modern Italian) got the red-hot ash cloud and boulders. This, in turn, determined the subsequent sequence of
excavations.
The first excavation was of Herculaneum in 1758 by the King of Spain and his noblemen who were only
motivated by collecting valuable artefacts and simply bored their way through the solidified ash in random
tunnels. But by 1861 the Italians had taken control and started organised excavations. Today, there is only a
little excavation going on although there is much still buried. One wonders if they have simply uncovered
enough to keep the tourists happy.
For the visitor, Pompeii nowadays is a very large, open site of streets and buildings, some complete up to
roof level but most shorn-off as the town was only originally partly submerged and much robbing took place
with the post-eruption development of the area. Herculaneum, on the other hand, is a far more intimate
experience with mainly complete houses, shops and narrow streets.
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My first question to both guides was “Am I looking at original
material or reconstruction?” At Pompeii, the response was guarded
and, I suspect, there has been quite a bit of re-construction, albeit
with original stone and bricks but at Herculaneum there was a
definite answer that everything, except the roofs, were exactly as
found. At the time of the eruption, Herculaneum was a rich persons’
holiday seaside retreat mainly consisting of second homes and large
villas.
On the day of the eruption, it befell a completely different fate from
Pompeii being entombed in pyroclastic flow which eventually
solidified into solid rock. The sudden and extreme heat instantly
turned organic artefacts, including wooden beams, furniture, toys
etc into, literally, solid carbon copies of themselves, in effect
preserving them with all their fine detail and preventing future
organic decay.
I definitely preferred Herculaneum as there is much more a sense of
a thriving community cut short one day in August when the town
would have been bustling with summer visitors.
The feeling of walking through a snapshot of a living town is
enhanced by the 2-storey buildings, some with our Elizabethan-style
second floor overhangs, and the original roofs with their tiles,
rafters and beams (rebuilt with the original materials as their roofs
were caved-in due to the weight of the debris – the only restoration
taken place).
Ironically, the sense of the hustle and bustle of a busy town in
August is underlined by the summer tourists still moving through the
narrow, cobbled streets with their wheel ruts, sewage channels and
raised stepping-stone crossings, looking into shops over the roadside
counters to the storage jars inside still in their wooden racks. The
main streets give way to side allies with tradesmen’s workshops and
artisans’ houses as well as large, expensive villas with mosaic floors,
marble courtyards and colonnaded walkways. There is even an hotel,
a snack bar and a pub!
The highlight for most visitors will be the wine merchant’s house complete with amphorae still in their
storage racks, a wooden, banistered walkway across the shop at second floor level and his bed still in the
corner where he was sleeping only the night before. Poor chap, I hope he didn’t suffer too much.
Naples Archaeological Museum is where most of the plaster frescoes off the walls of the doomed houses in
Herculaneum and Pompeii have ended up as well as everyday artefacts such as cooking pots, ornaments,
jewellery, lamps, personal belongings, a child’s cot and even paper scrolls. Some of the artefacts are laid-out
in the traditional, but nowadays old-fashioned, glass cabinets but about three quarters of the ‘finds’ and
frescoes are displayed in a sensitive and contextual way with explanative boards and captions (in English).
The frescoes are mind-blowingly fresh as if painted yesterday. Most of them depict famous Greek myths but
a fair number are everyday scenes of hunting, shooting, fishing as well as portraits of loved ones, pets,
garden scenes and even trompe d’oeil scenes to extend the room’s length into an imaginary garden.
Unexpected are the modern wall paper effects with friezes, patterns, both abstract and botanical, and
simulated painted frames to surround the pictures. As an amateur painter (the word artist can’t be used in
this context!) I was most taken by the modern, impressionistic style of the paintings, the attention to detail
and, most surprising of all, the correct use of perspective in the first century AD, something not ‘discovered’
until the 17th Century in Northern Europe!

9

But it was still a museum. From the archaeologists’ point of view there is clearly the dichotomy of leaving
artefacts and wall paintings in situ to face the elements for the delight of tourists balanced against the need
for preservation and research.
In Pompeii the vast majority of the domestic, family frescoes have
been stripped from the walls and can be viewed either at the local
museum or at the grand Archaeological Museum in Naples. In
Herculaneum, they have left a greater amount of the internal
decoration in the houses but the deterioration is only too clear to see.
One disappointment for me, although entirely understandable, was
the almost complete lack of artefacts left in situ apart from the odd
flour mill and workmen’s tools left in Herculaneum. To experience
life in a Greco-Romano town, Herculaneum cannot be beaten.
And now for something completely different! Peastum – a little-known, 6th Century BC Greek immigrant
settlement on the Italian coast in a gentle, fertile valley. By 267 BC, the foreign community, as was the way,
had been subsumed into Roman Law but the site was eventually abandoned due to rising water levels
introducing swamps, mosquitoes and malaria.
What is left for the modern traveller is the more usual, ground-level imprint of the ancient settlement with
amphitheatre, roadways and the outline of dwellings, shops and the civic forum dominated by the three
biggest and most complete, un-restored Greek temples in the World! (Even, the guidebook tells us, more
complete than anything in Greece, including the Pantheon!) It is a truly breathtaking site/sight.
The settlement itself is very disappointing as it isn’t presented in any way and the grass has been allowed to
grow naturally so the outlines are difficult to find but this is more than compensated by the shear enormity of
the three temples. The adjacent museum (free to over-65s) is worth a visit as it has local finds from the
Bronze Age through to the 1st Century BC when the area was finally abandoned. It was interesting to
compare these primitive wall paintings from the 5th – 1st Century BC with those from Herculaneum and
Pompeii in the 1st Century AD which are far more sophisticated.
Still, if in the area, another site not to be missed.
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New Forest dig at Butlers Hard

Bill Atkinson

It was the height of summer 2012, but the rain did relent for some of the time! David Whetton and myself
had volunteered to join the Wessex Archaeology dig instigated by the New Forest Park Authority (spear
headed by James Brown) and we were allocated two ‘excavation days’ in the week long project. The slots
available were very limited as there were so many volunteers!
Our first day was decidedly wet, but there were a full number of eager diggers, both experienced like our
AVAS contingent and a number of ‘first timers’ so we all were required to be drilled in site etiquette plus ‘elf
and safety instructions. It paid off very well as we experienced no accidents in spite of difficult digging
conditions.
The site was divided into three main areas of investigation
comprising the slipway, a trench parallel to the river
(searching for traces of buildings) and a trench running
down to the river (parallel to the slipway. All these
activities were investigating a World War II site which had
been involved in the construction and repair of wooden air
sea rescue and torpedo carrying patrol boats and in the later
part of World War II in building dummy equipment to fool
the Nazi forces. See the whole site to the left as it appeared
on the Sunday Open Day. In this instance the weather was
particularly kind!
Day 3, our first allocated ‘slot’, was dull and periodically wet with each trench being already saturated by the
weekend rain and we had the task of digging in clay covered in puddles. Not a task for the faint hearted.
However the whole crew set to with a will, me on the slipway and David in the trench parallel to the
shoreline. My principle task was to clear and clean the slipway rails and supporting concrete foundations
and having completed this work, with a ‘rooky’ volunteer to excavate a strange metal artefact between the
rails which it became apparent was a roller to protect the hawser used to pull vessels from the river up onto
the slipway. The whole thing was submerged in sticky clay.
The afternoon brought more torrential rain and our Project Leader took pity on us and gave a talk on the
purpose of archaeology followed by instruction on the use of the dumpy surveying level to carry out site
surveys. A most useful lesson, with some really good tips on how to avoid frustration when using this tool.
When the rain relented we completed the days tasks before heading off home, damp but not dispirited.

Day 5, our second allocated slot, was again dull, though
drier, and we were surprised by how much additional
progress had been made in the intervening day. David and
myself were set onto cleaning the lower part of the slipway
and a parallel slipway to make them fit for photographic
recording. This was not the most exciting task, but we took
pride in our work and it did indeed ‘pass muster’. As can
be seen from the photograph, we were damp but still not
dispirited.
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The interpretation of the site was the most difficult part of the Project, not least because of the thorough way
in which the site had been obliterated and re-landscaped soon after the war. In the later part of the week the
site had been visited by a retired gentleman who had run a boat building and repair business on this site from
the early 1950s during which the slipway had been extended further inland with the addition of the roller unit
and the building of a winch engine platform at the end of the slipway. He informed the Team that the winch
had been sold at the termination of the business to a boatyard in Hyde and was still in use there! He pointed
out that his initials and date were set in concrete at the end of the slipway. Really good provenance!

The third picture above shows the trench leading down to the river with some foundations from a WWII hut
and a (probably later) flood defence bank to keep the site from eroding during the seasonal high tides. This
part of the trench was extremely difficult to evaluate as much of the materials found in the structure were
reclaimed materials from various sources.
The whole site had undergone extensive remodelling both after the war and after the demise of the
subsequent business, so finds were meagre and rarely in context and of minor interest. The most valuable
evidence for the previous use came from personal testimonies of visitors with some ‘desk research’ to
substantiate it in some instances. This was a worthwhile project because it was ‘just in time’ because many
of the testimonies will not be available in a few years time.
All the diggers were summoned to attend on the Sunday afternoon of the Open Day for a group photograph
followed by a ‘thank you’ cream tea which was much appreciated on beautiful sunny day (quite a contrast
from earlier in the week!). We were informed that the Beaulieu Estate had been most impressed by the
Project and it is hinted that they were minded to get us all back to investigate slipway and work areas going
back rather further in time. We await the call.
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Ancient Wonders May 2012

Jo Crane & Sue Newman

After a great Western Mediterranean cruise in 2010 with some family we decided to book another in
2012 but this time in the Eastern Mediterranean. The cruise lasted seven days, alternating between
Greek and Turkish soil. Very ambitious if not accomplished by overnight sailings - just as well with
free food and drink 24/7!
After flying from Bournemouth and a rather long transfer by coach, the ship was boarded at the port
of Marmaris on the southwest tip of Turkey, the meeting point between the Mediterranean and
Aegean seas. The whole of the following day and night was spent on the long sail up to Istanbul.
The weather was fine and by the late afternoon we passed the most interesting part of the coast,
being Gallipoli with the various monuments to WWI easily visible from the sea. The ship fell silent,
then, to marked the solemnity of the occasion with three long low booms, which was a poignant
tribute to all the dead of the 1915 battle.
The following morning we woke to find the ship tied up very close to the centre of Istanbul, with
the sunlight playing on the rich panoply of the city stretching around the port, with the skyline
dramatically strewn with pinnacles and domes. We had booked only a half day tour with the intent
of visiting the world-renowned museum after that. The guided tour commenced with a visit to the
Cavernous, a mainly Roman, cistern deep underground. This was followed with a tour of the Hagia
Sofia, the vast and iconic building that started as the world's largest church, being inaugurated in
537AD. Immediately after the conquest of Constantinople in 1453, Mehmed II converted Hagia
Sophia into the Aya Sofya Mosque. In 1935, the first Turkish President and founder of the Republic
of Turkey, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, transformed the building into a museum. While the majority of
the building is decorated in Islamic fashion, many ancient Christian paintings and scripts survive
and are currently undergoing extensive restoration, particularly due to the serious earthquake
damage suffered through the centuries. A truly impressive building and quite a survivor!

The Sultan Ahmed or Blue Mosque built between 1609 and 1616 is another huge and impressive
building. The inside is fabulously decorated with some 20,000 coloured tiles. The incredible dome
is surrounded by the mainly blue tiles that give the mosque its popular name. Like the Hagia Sofia,
the amount of detail everywhere was hard to take in. The building is an active mosque so visitors
are given bags for their shoes. Females have to wear appropriate attire and much to Sue's disgust it
was deemed that a long blue skirt was required - despite her preparations! Once outside we were
taken to a main square where the delights included the famous remains of the bronze Serpent
Column from Delphi dating from 478BC, welded from the weapons of vanquished warriors, and a
fabulous huge Theodosius Egyptian obelisk.

13

After a very pleasant lunch at a cafe close by we walked to the nearby Istanbul Museum of
Archaeology. This consists of three separate museums housed within buildings that are in
themselves of great importance. With the clock ticking we dived in to see what we could achieve in
a couple of hours! Refreshingly, photos were allowed, which is just as well given the speed we
managed.
The contents were amazing but the highlights
for us had to be the sarcophagi and the
cuneiform tablets with their highly amusing
inscriptions. Some of the sarcophagi are aweinspiring - not only for their beauty and size but
their near pristine condition. The Alexander
Sarcophagus is one such star from 4th C BC. It
was originally brightly painted and some
colouring still survives. The waterways around
Istanbul are full of sights and it was a delight to
come across a school of dolphins only a few
minutes after setting sail from the port.
The following day was a wet and windy one on the Greek island of Lesbos in the town of Mytilene.
We found the main museum about 10 minutes uphill walk since the one at the port displayed a
forlorn notice proclaiming it was shut due to having no remaining staff! The highlight of the main
museum was the display of truly fantastic mosaics from the Hellenistic period. After a brief walk to
the (closed!) mediaeval castle it was back to the ship via tender.
Another overnight sailing found us in the Turkish port of Kusedasi, our departure point for Ephesus
- some 25km from the port. After some enquiries we found that we could hire a taxi for the whole
day for 65 Euros. We arranged to be picked up in three hours at the far exit - four would have been
far better but we also wanted to visit the bazaar back in Kusadasi.
The site at Ephesus stretches for around 2.5 km and you wander roughly downhill along the ancient
processional way and marble-clad Curetes Street through its centre roughly towards the far exit.
Ephesus has a long and complex history mainly spanning from ancient Greek (10th C BC) through
to late Byzantine times (7th C AD) and it is estimated that only 15% of the whole area has been
excavated. At its peak in the 1st C BC it was said to have a population of 250,000. It was also site of
one of the Ancient Wonders of the World - the Temple of Artemis. Despite much of the city being
the ruin it is, there is a huge amount to see and explore: the iconic Library of Celsus, the Gate of
Augustus and the massive 24,000 seat Theatre to name a few. In recent years The Terrace Houses, a
large complex of 1st - 3rd C AD Roman houses comprising three stories, have been excavated. The
site is protected by a large built cocoon and teams of staff were busy delicately preserving an
incredible collection of rooms, mosaics and wall paintings. It was quite amazing to see marble-lined
bathrooms with inbuilt plumbing and exquisite decorations. At the far end of the site are the remains
of the Byzantine church of St Mary.
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The next destination was Athens. This time we booked a coach into the city centre as the sailing
was going to be early. We were lucky in that one of the local Thomson staff was bored and gave a
small group of us a private tour starting at the Arch of Hadrian. The walking tour took in Athens
Metropolitan Cathedral via small winding streets. The cathedral is still undergoing restoration
supposed to last one year from 2009, now stalled through lack of funds. Further towards the
marketplace we passed the remarkable Tower of Winds, a Roman water clock dating from 1st C BC.
Thence it was on to the ancient Agora or Forum of Athens where we were given time to explore the
large area containing many remains. The most remarkable building is the Temple of Hephaestus
inaugurated in 415BC. It is said to be the most complete surviving Doric temple. Unfortunately it
was not possible to enter but it was certainly very impressive with its intact barrel-vaulted roof.
Once reassembled, we were given instructions on how to get to the Acropolis and back down to the
coach. The walk up to the Acropolis is a long sloping wide path-come road that took us firstly past
many people selling small items for cash, and then higher up, the famous sites deemed to be the
birth of democracy. The Acropolis itself is well worth visiting. You really do wonder what the
whole complex would have been like in its long-past heyday. The view over Athens was truly
stunning and the camera got plenty of use. As ever, the clock was ticking so after an hour or so it
was time to make our way back down.
The following morning we found ourselves at the famous town of Mykonos on the Greek island of
the same name. Mykonos was made famous by Jackie Onassis and for its picturesque white painted
buildings and windmills. Our plan was to catch a ferry to the famous island of Delos, about a half
hour’s trip. We were lucky to get the first ferry but this still only gave us a few hours ashore. Delos
is only a small island, some 5km by 1.3km with a handful of inhabitants but crammed with
archaeology ranging from the third millennium BC through to the Paleochristian era. From 900 BC
till 100 AD the island was a major cult centre and according to Greek mythology, Apollo is said to
have been born there. Indeed, even now there are ancient steps worn down by hoards of pilgrims
and traders in antiquity. The population in 2nd and 1st centuries is estimated to have been a
staggering 25,000 people. The main archaeology covers an area roughly 1.5km by 1 km stretching
from the level area adjacent to the harbour up across a large hill. Only about 25% of the whole area
has been excavated and everywhere you look there are visible artefacts. Many sites include
unexcavated houses and buildings with walls still many feet high. Like any long-lived settlement
Delos has suffered from the hands of many invaders and raiders. Perhaps the most damaging were
the Ottomans who turned the island into a quarry, burning the temple columns in lime kilns! Again,
a huge amount to be seen and explored set us a major task! We did manage to discover the remains
of the torso of the once mighty statue of Apollo, said to be 9m high, with hair made of gold,
abandoned after the last of the failed attempts to steal it, which defeated a band of one thousand
men. The site plaques explain the great wonders that stood there in the past. Again in hindsight we
should have spent more time on Delos but we ended up only just getting the planned ferry back in
order to see the shops in Mykonos which turned out to be so expensive as to be laughable!

As you can imagine, it was a very full week.
While ideally we would have been two days at
each port, a cruise such as this means that you
get to many more places than would be
practical by any other means, and without
moving hotels.

15

The Guanches of Tenerife

Bill Atkinson

Returning to a theme that I touched upon in the 2008 Newsletter, I decided to investigate further the native
people of Tenerife (the largest of the Canary Islands), the Guanches. From some ‘desk research’ I came upon an English translation of “The Guanches of Tenerife, the holy image of Our Lady of Candelaria, and the
Spanish conquest and settlement” published in Seville in 1594 by Brother Alonso de Espinosa. This was
translated by Sir Clements Markham K.C.B., President of The Hakluyt Society in 1907.
The text describes the Guanches as follows: “Their ancestors came, no doubt, from the neighboring African
coast of Mauritania, but long ages before that country was overrun by invaders of Arab or Negro blood.
Mauritania was then inhabited by the same ancient Iberian race which once covered all Western Europe: a
people, fair, tall, and strong; a people of many virtues and of few vices. An early Spanish writer (Brother
Alonso de Espinosa) says of the Guanches that “they were virtuous, honest, and brave, and the finest qualities of humanity were found united in them; to wit, magnanimity, skill, courage, athletic powers, strength of
soul and of body, pride of character, nobleness of demeanour, a smiling physiognomy, an intelligent mind,
and patriotic devotedness."

Anaterve, king of Guimar

The ten kings of Tenerife at the time of the Spanish conquest

These were a Mesolithic people who had come by sea but lost the art of seamanship and navigation and were
not even able to travel to the other islands in the Canaries. The islands lack any metal deposits, but obsidian
is available. They had been visited from time to time by traders from Rome, Carthage and Mauritania but
they have appeared not to have acquired any of traders’ technologies. Their economy was based upon
hunter/gathering with some cultivation of wheat, barley, beans and various fruit which provided a reasonable
living in a difficult terrain. It interesting to note that with no external threat and little population pressure,
the urge to technological innovations was singularly absent.
With no literacy they have left with very little to remember them by other than some simple rock art and
many finds of burials of mummified remains with considerable quantities of grave goods. As with other
Mesolithic peoples, their world landscape, nature, technology, culture, governance, law and religion were
tightly integrated. This may be the reason for their general wellbeing as observed by both the Romans and
the Spanish chronicler, but it leaves them vulnerable to pressures from without.
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We visited the Museum of Archaeology in Puerto de la Santa Cruz, which though small, has a very wide
range of pottery, some from burial caves and some from archaeological excavations. From these finds it can
be seen that the Guanches were very skilled potters even though they did not have potters wheels, nor kilns.
The quality is shown in the strength of the fabric with many intact samples which ‘ring true’ even today!
Firing was carried out by ‘trench firing’ using brushwood.

These photographs above are of a shepherds cache of his requirements when in the mountains with his
livestock. They are purposely meant to nest together to aid in hiding them. Simple utensils for a simple
lifestyle.

These two cases provide a range of domestic utensils which look very good when compared to even Iron Age
pottery from England. Much care has been taken in the finish and burnishing of each vessel. There is also a
wide range of designs to meet the various domestic requirements and in the right hand corner of the smaller
photograph is a mortar and pestle made from two forms of volcanic rock. Note the variable thickness of the
vessel walls which is both functional to increase strength and is quite decorative for everyday household
items. They also had amphorae for use in the home, probably water and milk, so perhaps this was an
imported idea from the Mediterranean traders.
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The use of pottery is apparent in personal jewelry alongside worked shell and leatherwork. In the
illustrations below there is a small figurine called a ‘Guatimac’. It is not known for certain if this is an idol
or perhaps a personal adornment.

Much as we find little to tell us of life in early times, so it is also difficult in Tenerife. However, much can be
found from the rich grave goods finds and in the museum is a reconstruction of a cave burial (minus
mummified remains) which can be seen below.
There is no regalia included in this assemblages so this is not for a
particularly important person laid to rest here, but it does illustrate a
belief in an afterlife and indicates that death is only a transition
phase in our existence which may explain why in the 16th. century
many of the Guanches converted easily to Christianity.
Unfortunately in the time of the Inquisition many were persecuted,
perhaps through overt racism?
There is a wide range of range of artifacts showing the sorts of
things that they used in everyday life and most vessels would have
held food or drink. Personal items are also shown in this picture.

The three close up photographs show (left) a rotary quern on tanned skin to catch the flour, better seen in the
right hand picture, a mortar and pestle and the implements for making fire including tinder with the two fire
sticks used in a reciprocating motion. The central photograph is of a fine ‘baifo’ made from the stomach of a
kid to hold tinder or personal effects.
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Even in Roman times the benefit of the Canary Isles was known about, though the Romans did nothing to
impose their sway over them, probably because there were no possibilities of making an immediate profit
from them by any military campaign. This is how they were described by Sertorious whilst in exile in Cadiz:
“The soil of the islands is thick, and not only easy to dig, plough and sow, but even without any human aid it
produces sweet fruit sufficient to keep many people idle. The air is always pleasant and salubrious, and a
moderate temperature is maintained throughout the seasons.”
We have already quoted Brother Alonso in the second paragraph of this article on the nature of the people.
The structure of their society was simple and open. Under the king or Mencey, there were counsellors, then
the nobility and finally peasants. The rule of law was maintained by a judge drawn from amongst the
counsellors. In Tenerife thieves were severely punished, lack of respect towards women was very severely
punished. Murders had all their belonging taken away to compensate the victims family and they were
banished from the kingdom, there being no death penalty. In the other islands, laws and punishment varied.
Any man could become a noble by requesting a hearing before the counsel in a ceremony when he would be
asked: “Have you been seen killing or milking goats or preparing food with your own hands, ever been a
thief in a time of peace or had acted improperly, especially towards a woman.” If his reply was negative to
all these points then he was created a noble. If he fell short in any regard, then his hair was cropped and
would remain forever a peasant with the nickname of ‘the cropped one’.
In an open society such as this with no serious external pressures on the kingdom life could be considered to
be pretty idyllic but they would not have been prepared for any serious external threats. There were some
skirmishes between the kingdoms, but nothing serious. If hostilities broke out in August during the harvest
festival and feasting time, then a truce was called as these were far more important than war!
The rapacious nature of an expansionist feudal system, such as was current in 16th. century Spain was just the
threat that they were not prepared for. The adventurers were there solely for profit and wanted to enslave the
people and create rich agricultural estates, without any regard to Spanish law or basic humanity. Some relief
was given by interventions both by the Spanish king and queen and also by the Church.
The downfall of Guanches culture in Tenerife arose from the decision of king, or ‘Mencey’, Mencey Tinerfe
and his father Mencey Sunta governed the unified island, but Mercey Tinerfe split the island into the nine
merceydoms of Anaga, Tegueste, Tacoronte, Tauro, Icod, Daute, Adeje, Abona and Guimar. Though the
kings were vigilant in keeping the Spanish at bay they were susceptible to a tactic of ‘divide and rule’. So
the Spanish promised land in the north to the southern kingdoms in exchange for aid in fighting for
Tacoronte.
So in a period of ninety four years, from 1402 A.D., quite modest forces from Spain subjugated all the
islands of the Canaries and the lifestyle of centuries was submerged and brought to an end. Many of the
native population survived and they for a considerable section of the population today, though much is
submerged through intermarriage.
“The Guanches survivors and their descendants” by Jose Luis Concepcion,
ISBN 84-920527-5-9
“The Guanches of Tenerife, the holy image of Our Lady of Candelaria, and the
Spanish conquest and settlement” by Brother Alonso de Espinosa published in
Seville in 1594 by. This was translated by Sir Clements Markham K.C.B.,
President of The Hakluyt Society in 1907. Published on the Internet.
The Museum of Archaeology, Puerto de la Cruz, Tenerife, Spain.
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Social events, past and future

Nigel Morris

In February 2012 our ever popular annual AVAS Dinner, at the Old Vicarage, Northbourne was attended by
28 members, which everyone enjoyed, judging by the infectious laughter throughout the evening and all
appreciated the free ice-cream to cap off the very adequate meal. This has always been an enjoyable event,
where we have a special enclosed section for AVAS members for the whole evening, which the management
lets us have. We hope that this is organized for our benefit, rather than for the other customers! However
they always seem pleased to welcome us back.

Sunday 17th. June was a treat for a good turnout of members who were given an energetic and illuminating
guided tour of Downton Moot and then onward to Woodford Green Village Hall where we had a real famine
breaking Cream Tea PLUS with a most informative talk on the impressive mural of 1930s village life which
covered the walls of the hall. Well worth another visit in it’s own right!
7th July 2012 was AVAS Grand BBQ again, this being held at our Chairman Mark’s Farm (many thanks again
Mark) and thirty three AVAS members made their way through a mountain of sausages, beef-burgers,
strawberries and cream, gateaux, cheese and biscuits, teas and coffees. Our chefs, Mark and Steve, did an
excellent job with the cooking and Anne Ireland, accompanied, as ever, by her sister, crowned the evening
with their usual mouth watering array of sweets.
Many thanks to everyone, who helped make these events so extremely successful!

Diary time! The AVAS Annual Dinner is being scheduled for Saturday, 23rd February in 2013 and I
shall be working hard (again!) to secure complimentary suites for the whole party, once again.
Saturday, 6th July 2013 has been confirmed in this coming year for the AVAS BBQ, hopefully the
requirements of hay making having been met, though Mark has confirmed this already!
It is thought that an evening forest exploratory walk could be arranged for the late spring or early
summer. We shall be checking that this is something that our membership would like to do.
If YOU have any suggestions, please telephone Nigel on (01202) 872 353.
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Annual General Meeting

ADDENDIX I

The thirty-seventh Annual General Meeting of the Avon Valley Archaeological
Society will be held on Wednesday 2nd. May 2012 at 7.30pm. in the Ann Rose
Hall, Greyfriars Community Centre, Christchurch Road, Ringwood, Hampshire.
The meeting was opened by the Chairman at 7.38pm. with 27 members present.
1. Apologies: were received from Mr. H. Hanna, Mr. A. Harrocks, Mrs. D. Hughes, Mr. J. Pemberton and
Mrs. J. Williams.
2. The minutes of the last AGM held on 4th. May, 2011: were accepted ‘nem con’ having been proposed by
Mr. J. Robb and seconded by Mr. A. Harvey.
3. Matters arising: There was the matter of a permanent home from the Library which it was reported had
still not been resolved and Mr. T. Steptoe was thanked for putting up with the protracted search and continuing to provide an excellent service, which was endorsed by a round of applause from the whole
membership present.
4. Chairman’s report: The Society has enjoyed another busy year with various events and visits laid on, as
well as the marvellous lecture programme arranged so efficiently by Ann Ireland. The lectures always
seem to be well attended social events and are a good reason to venture out on cold winter nights. Various visits have been laid on with many members attending even when the weather was unkind. I would
like to say a special Thank You, on behalf of the Society, to Trevor, for all the work he does on the library which has grown to prodigious dimensions. Hopefully a permanent home can be found for this
valuable resource. The production of the newsletter is also worthy of our attention and Bill in particular
deserves our thanks for such a professional production.
On a practical level, the geophysical survey work has also continued with excellent results, with a
suspected long barrow being investigated and plotted on the Avon Valley gravel near Fordingbridge.
Many members also enjoyed the field walking experience which yielded a number of very interesting
stone tools and some Paleolithic axe fragments.
For the National Festival of Archaeology, members manned the stall at Kingston Lacey house where a
continual stream of visitors kept us on our toes all day. As well as showing off our wares to the public,
these events are also useful for providing contact with other local bodies and enthusiasts.
Over the coming months, it is hoped that members can once again become involved in practical workplans are afoot to carry out further exploratory investigations at Folds Farm with the assistance of
members of the New Forest Group. Previous work on the site has proved very popular and productive,
and if the landowner is agreeable, this will take place in August. We now have our own mini-digger, but
sadly the keys are temporarily misplaced, so perhaps some detector work will be required before we start
work. The site is marked out for the geophysical grid and we will endeavour to cover some more squares
over the coming months. The survey system works very well and hopefully we can look at some other
sites in due course. Last year, we found that the moisture content of the ground was critical to our
success but, ‘fingers crossed’, the present rainfall will make the soil more conductive.
For the Festival of Archaeology, it is hoped that members can become involved with the activities on the
New Forest National Park Authority. The Wartime Memories project is also ongoing and I am sure some
of us will be able to provide information and assistance for this.
Several matters need discussing tonight, not least being the production costs of the newsletter. Postage
and printing fees have skyrocketed and perhaps we can look at ways of keeping the costs down. On the
committee front, John Pemberton has very kindly agreed to become our contact at the New Forest
National Park, and I would like to thank him for his support, especially for all the generous help he has
provided with the printing of the news letter. Harold has been called away on business tonight, so I will
endeavour to run through the accounts- if anyone has any matters to bring up, we will endeavour to
answer them or will pass them on to Harold.
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5. Presentation of the Chairman’s Trophy for 2011/2012: Now for the moment I’m sure every has been
waiting for, the presentation of the Chairman’s shield for deeds beyond the call of duty. This year, I think
it should be awarded to a member who has displayed amazing technical skill both on the geophysical
side and also in the creation of the blog, Mr. Mike Gill. I hope members will Sign up to contribute as social media are the way forward and this is a very valuable resource.
6. Hon. Treasurer’s report: Was given by the Chairman due to the absence of out Treasurer. The majority of
his points are made in the written report but we note that the subscriptions received are reduced by one
and the deficit recorded is due to the full costs of the Newsletter being charged this last year to the Socety.
7. Field Director’s report: Whilst work on the ground last year has been sparse, there has been a little activity in the Society during the year. However, I am aware that there could be a lot more going on and hope
to remedy this in the near future. A little geophysical surveying work has taken place at Folds Farm, by
the now well versed team, adding to the growing information required for further small scale excavation
in the form of evaluation trenches to expand our understanding both of the site and its environment.
On the subject of Folds Farm, I would like to bring this up under ‘Any Other Business’ at the end, as I
feel we must make a serious start on post excavation work on the finds we have in store.
During the year we organized a field day at Marks farm to give tuition to our member in field walking
skills which was very well attended. We walked two of his fields with interesting results. In the adjacent
field we had found a small spread of Roman material in previous years and so it was expected that we
would find more this year but were disappointed. A good selection of flint was recovered however and
these were displayed at our Members Evening in January last. This included a wonderful specimen of a
Paleolithic Hand Axe found by Rachael, one of our younger and very enthusiastic members. The second
field, though previously the site of a small hamlet of cottages, showed very little in the plough soil.
Further field walking days are ‘in the pipe line’ and work at Folds Farm is being organized for this year,
when we hope to involve members of the New Forest History and Archaeology Group in the excavation
work.
8. Library report: The matter of a new home for the Library was reiterated and Mr. T. Steptoe stated that all
avenues had been exhaustively explored without any progress. He emphasized that such an extensive
and valuable resource should be kept together and that to sell it would be real loss to the Society. Some
further accessioning to the Library would be carried out in September, so the work does continue in the
hope of a successful outcome.
9. National Archaeology Days 2012: We are in discussions with Mr. James Brown at the New Forest National Park with a view of lending a hand, possibly with the excavations at Butlers Hard, or with any
other appropriate activities they are putting in association with the Festival of British Archaeology 2012.
A meeting anticipated in about one weeks time and members will be kept informed.
10. Election of Officers: All the members standing for re-election were proposed by Miss Helen Moore and
seconded by Trevor Steptoe (in writing) and Mike Gill was proposed by Mark Vincent and seconded by
Bill Atkinson. No further nominations had been received nor were there any forthcoming from the meeting, so the members present were invited to signify their approval and all were elected ‘nem con’.
So our serving members for 2012-13 are:Chairman
–
Mark Vincent
Hon. Treasurer
–
Harold Hanna
Hon. Secretary
–
Bill Atkinson
Vice-Chairman
–
Steve Moody
Members
Nigel Morris
Marilyn Harvey
Mike Gill
Hon. Auditors
–
Mr. A. Light
Mr. A. Taylor
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N.B. Ann Ireland and Vanessa Golton have been co-opted as Talks Organiser and Greyfriars
Representative, respectively and, will be available to continue in these roles. John Pemberton was
endorsed by the meeting to be our AVAS Representative with the New Forest National Park. Our
grateful thanks was expressed and endorsed by the meeting for all the work he has put into the Society
as a committee member over the years.
11. Any other business: a) Our Field Director proposes to get work started in the near future by setting a
methodology for marking and cataloguing the Folds Farm finds and providing the necessary training and
supervision to get this task underway.
b) The problem of the high cost of printing the Newsletter was explained to the meeting and it was
proposed that the normal method of distribution, from this year, would be by email to members.
Additional copies would be lodged with our Library for members without internet access to borrow them.
Anyone wishing to have a hard copy would be able to purchase one at an economic cost and we would
still continue to provide hard copies for visiting speakers and some official bodies e.g. Local Authority
libraries. This proposal was open to the floor for discussion and gained widespread support with the
result that this proposal was accepted by the meeting.
c) Our Chairman reported to the meeting that he had been in contact with the building contractors who
wished to use AVAS to provide ‘Watching Briefs’ for their ground work on redevelopment schemes but
had decided that the implications were too onerous for the Society to take on as we are not in the
business of supplying or charging for service.
d) Nigel Morris reminded the meeting of the forthcoming social events during the summer period and
requested that members sign up for these after the meeting.
i) The AVAS BBQ at Marks farm on Saturday 7th.July at 7.00pm. for a cost of £3.50 per head.
ii) The visit to Downton Moot and Woodgreen Sunday 17th. June; meeting at the Moot car park at
2.00pm. The cost is £3.00 per head and tea at Woodgreen (optional) at £4.50 pr head.
iii) Negotiations are underway for a visit and guided tour of Trafalgar House and Chapel. Details
will be available on our Blog site in the near future. The cost is anticipated to be £6.00 pr head.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8.36 pm.
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AVON VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY APPENDIX II
TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2012

REGISTERED CHARITY NO: 289516

Aims and Organisation
The Society was established in 1974; it is governed by its Rules, as amended from time to time by
the members in general meeting.
The Society’s objects are to promote the interest in and study of archaeology for the benefit of the
general public. The Society’s principal areas of activity are the Avon Valley and surrounding areas
of South West Hampshire, East Dorset and South Wiltshire.

Trustees
The trustees who served on the Committee during the year were as follows:

M. A. Vincent

Chairman

S. J. Moody

Vice Chairman

C. W. Atkinson

Hon. Secretary

H. J. A. Hanna

Hon. Treasurer

N. Morris
J. Pemberton
Mrs M Harvey

The administration of the Society is carried out on a voluntary basis by the trustees; there are no
employees.
The trustees are elected annually by the members at the Annual General Meeting.
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AVON VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2012 (cont’d)

Activities and Achievements
During the year, the Society continued its educational activities with its programme of Winter
lectures, the publication of the annual Newsletter, and the provision of displays in Salisbury as part
of National Archaeology Days in July. Active field work during the year has included further
geophysical survey work on part of a Romano-British site at Folds Farm, North of Godshill,
adjoining the site of previous rescue excavation work. The Society has received grant support from
the New Forest National Park Authority, and with the agreement of the landowner, plans to
undertake a thorough survey of the whole site, backed up by a series of evaluation trenches to check
the interpretation of the survey results. Meanwhile the adjoining site and the mediaeval site at Ipley
Manor are now undergoing post-excavation analysis. The post excavation work on material from
the Crystal Hollow excavation site at Godshill continues. Members also co-operated with other
local societies in undertaking survey and excavation work, notably the New Forest History &
Archaeology Group on various sites in the New Forest, and took part in training days organised by
Wessex Archaeology.
Financial Review
The day to day operating expenses of the Society were again met from the members’ subscriptions
and meeting fees.
In addition to meeting the day to day costs of its activities, the Society is seeking to build up its
reserves in order to meet future publication costs. The trustees are satisfied that the general
financial position disclosed by the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2012 is sound, but
consideration is being given to ways of reducing operating expenses.

On behalf of the Trustees

H J A Hanna FCA
Hon. Treasurer
30 April 2012
6 Cliffe Road
Barton on Sea
New Milton
Hants
BH25 7PB
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AVON VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
BALANCE SHEET AT 31 MARCH 2012
Reserves
General Fund
Balance brought forward 1 April 2011
(Deficit) / Surplus for the year

2012

2011

6,421.16

6,381.10

(181.81)

40.06

Balance carried forward 31 March 2012

6,239.35

6,421.16

500.00

500.00

1,100.00

1,100.00

1,600.00

1,600.00

£7,839.35

£8,021.16

£7,839.35

£8,021.16

Designated Funds
Crystal Hollow Publication Fund
Folds Farm Survey

Total Funds

Represented by:
Cash at bank

H.J.A. Hanna F.C.A. - Hon Treasurer

Report of the Examiners

In our opinion, these Accounts are in accordance with the books and records of the Society and the
information and explanations given to us.
A.D. Taylor F.C.A.

)
)
) Hon. Examiners
)

A. Light
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AVON VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2012
2012

2011

General Fund
Income:
Subscriptions received
Donations
Meeting fees
Bank deposit interest
Newsletter sales

Less Expenses:
Room hire - Greyfriars, Ringwood
Speakers fees and expenses
Subscriptions and affiliation fees
Library expenses
Insurance
Newsletter expenses

608.00
15.62
377.00
8.09
9.00

618.00
100.00
429.50
9.38
3.00

1,017.71

1,159.88

336.00
195.00
75.00

291.00
180.00
75.00
-

-

243.52
350.00

473.82
100.00

1,199.52

1,119.82

(Deficit) / Surplus for the year

(£181.81)

£40.06

Note:
Expenses for the year paid after 31 March 2012, and not included above:
Room hire
Newsletter costs

107.00

132.00
100.00

243.52

243.52

Expenses paid in the year for the following year:
Insurance

Movements on Designated Funds
Crystal Hollow Publication Fund:

£0.00

£0.00

Folds Farm Survey:

£0.00

£0.00
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APPENDIX III

Avon Valley Archaeological Society
Winter Programme ~ September 2012 - May 2013
Visitors are very welcome at our meetings.
2012
Sept. 5th

Bouldnor Cliff and the Mesolithic history of the Solent
Speaker: Garry Momber (or colleague), Hampshire & Wight Trust for
Archaeology

Maritime

Oct. 3rd Gateway to the Past - Football Field - A Glimpse into 8000 Years of
Settlement
Speaker: Bryan Popple, Member East Dorset Antiquarian Society, AVAS
Nov. 7th

Ancient Trees
Speaker: Bryan Wilson, Senior Tree Officer New Forest National Park
Authority

Dec. 5th

The Mary Rose: 1511 - 2012 - A Journey Through Time
Speaker: Alexzandra Hildred, Curator of Ordnance, The Mary Rose Trust

2013
Jan. 2nd

Members` Evening ~ Reports, displays, presentations

Feb. 6th

A History of Aerial Photography and Archaeology - Mata Hari`s Glass Eye
& Other Stories
Speaker: Martyn Barber, Senior Investigator Aerial Survey & Investigation Team,
English Heritage, Swindon
The New Zealand Graves at Brockenhurst
Speaker: Clare Church, Local Historian and Author

Mar 6th
April 3rd
May 1st

To be confirmed (it will be good!)
Annual General Meeting (followed by members` presentations)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MEETINGS 7.30pm at Ann Rose Hall, Greyfriars Community Centre, Christchurch Road,
Ringwood BH24 1DW
MEETING FEES:- Members £1.00, Visitors £3.00, ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION:- Adult
£10.00, Full-time Student £5.00
ENQUIRIES TO:- The Chairman, Mark Vincent 01425 473677 or The Hon Secretary,
C.W. Atkinson 01722 326978
See AVAS blog at http:/ / blogavas.wordpress.com, or website at avas.org.uk or
communigate.co.uk/dorset/avas
AVON VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY IS A REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 289516
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